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REPORT 


OF  THE 


JOINT  LEGISLA  TIVE 
INVESTIGA  TING  COMMITTEE 


ELECTED  UNDER 


Senate  Concurrent  Resolution 
Number  Seven. 


TO  THE  MISflBSIPPI  LEGISLATUEE: 

GENTLEMEN: 

We  beg  leave  to  submit  this  partial  report  of  our  work  aa 
a  Joint  Legislative  Investigating  Committee,  elected  by  the 
Legislature  in  extraordinary  session,  on  the  14th  day  of  June, 
1913,  as  follows: 

Bjr  the  Senate— A.  C.  Anderson,  W.  A.  Ellis. 

By  the  House— S.  Joe  Owen,  D.  C.  Bramlette,  Jr..  W.  L. 
Evans. 

Which  Special  Joint  Committee  was  created  and  authorized 
by  Senate  Joint  Besolution  Number  Seven,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

A  coirauAfifiirT  aesolutioii. 

Providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  committee  of 
the  legislature  to  investigate  all  State  offices,  boards,  institu- 
tions and  departments,  and  to_  make  a  full  report  to  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature. 

WHEREAS:  "Public  office  is  a  Public  Trust,"  and  in- 
cumbents of  public  offices  should  be  required  to  faithfully  and 
honestly  discharge  their  official  functions ;  and 

WHEBEAS :  The  public  interest  demands  that  the  books 
and  accounts  of  all  officers,  boards,  institutions  and  depart- 
ments should  be  periodically  examined  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining whether  the  same  are  properly  kept,  and  all  publie 
moneys  coming  into  their  hands  fully  accounted  for,  and  all 


their  transactions  as  agents  of  the  State  faithfuUy  and  law- 
fully performed;  and 

WHEREAS:   The  last  session  of  the  legislature  acting 

tiirongh  its  standing  QQpi^tt^??,  fas  W^^le  to  make  more, 
than  a  cursory  examination  and  investigation  of»State  officers, 
departments,  institutions  and  boards,  because  of  l^c^  q|  time 
and  facilities  afforded  said  conuuittee,  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESQLVEP  BY  THE  SENAT^,  The  House  of 
Representatives  concurring,  that  a  special  coDamittee  |o  inves- 
tigate State  offices.  State  officers,  State  institutions.  State 
boards  and  departments  of  State  government,  except  the  pen- 
itentiary, be  constituted  to  consist  of  two  memherf  of  th€|  Sen- 
ate, three  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Senate  and 
Houf©  rQSjpectively  \o  elect  its  o^n  na^mbers  Qpinmjttee. 

T^jat  said  special  committee  shall  be  empowered  to  summon 
and  compel  the  al^tendance  of  \|ritnesses  and  adidnister  oaths 
to  same;  to  compel  the  production  of  books,  papers  ^d  ^QG- 
uments;  to  employ  agents,  stenographers  and  special  accotm^ 
ants,  and  to  do  all  things  necessary  to  be  done  in  connection 
with  its  work  in  the  examination  of  the  accounts,  or  the  in- 
vestigation of  any  official  or  office,  or  institution  or  board  or 
department  of  the  State  government,  except  the  penitentiary. 

That  members  of  the  committee  while  engaged  in  the  work 
of  said  invstigation.  shaU  be  paid  a  per  diem  of  five  dollars 
and  such  actual  and  necessary  traveling  expenses  as  they  may 

incur. 

.•I 

That  aa  expenses  of  the  committee,  including  their  per 
diem  and  traveling  expenses,  and  salaries  of  employiea,  shall  be 
paid  on  itemized  accounts  certified  by  the  chairman  of  the 
eommittee  and  ^rored  by  the  QoYep4«c 

That  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  expenses  of  this  special 
aoramit^  on  investigfrtiopi  of  State  offiQeis,  offices,  m^tu- 
tions,  boards,  and  depa^mente  of  tbe  St*t«  gpyfil»^^  U' 


fefept  the  penitentiary,  the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  the  State  of  $5,000.00  at  a 
rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  6  per  cent,  payable  January  15, 
1914.  And  for  the  payment  of  &aid  loan,  the  faith  of  the  leg- 
islature i«  hereby  pledged. 

That  said  committee  shall  make  a  complete  report  of  its 
investigations  of  officers,  offices,  boards  institutions  and  de- 
piiirbuents  of  tUfe  State  gbviehiiaeiit  lfex<jet)t  ihe  penitentiary  to 
the  next  regular  session  of  the  legislature,  to  the  end  that  the 
legislature  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  may  be 
fttlly  adviAiBd  and  iiifbinhfed  bt  the  Aatthet-  ik  which  the  imblie, 
business  has  been  attended  to  by  the  public  servants. " 

Passed  by  the  Senate  June  12th,  1913. 

31.  C.  ANDBBSON; 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Passed  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatiyes,  June  IStt,  1913. 

H.  M.  QUIN, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepf^sentatives. 

After  being  elected,  vft  met  in  ^he  Ldeutenmit  Governor's, 
office;  On  thfe  14th,  day  of  June,  and  oi^^uuzed  the  comn  ittee 
by  unanimously  electing  . 

A.  C.  Anderson,  Chairman, 
S.  Joe  Owen,  Vice-Chairman  • 
•ti.  C.  Btainlette,  Seciretary.' 

After  organization,  we  adjourned  to  meet  again  oh  the 
first  day  of  July,  when  the  work  of  this  cdhimittee  wki^  be- 

* 

Most  of  our  iheeiihgs  were  held  in  the  room  of  the  Sec- 
retary bf  the  Senate,  but  some  meetings  were  hteld  at  the 
Noble  Hotel,  where  we  secured  a  room  at  a  moderate  price, 
which  we  kept  as  committee  headquarters,  and  Whifih  was  Alib 
h^  as  a  livUig  rbbm  by  the  chairman  of  thfe  committee, 
when  in  Jackson.     By  having  headquarters  at  the  hotel  we 


did  much  work  at  night  and  the  wmvenience  of  the  location 
enabled  ns  to  see  and  confer  with  many  people  who  came  to  see 
us  on  committee  business.  - 

We  realized  in  the  ontaet  that  we  had  a  stupendous  task 
to  perform— a  work  that  entailed'  upon  us  as  cwnmitteemen 
many  weary  weeks  of  nervous  strain,  the  sacrifice  of  home  and 
personal  interest;  and  a  work^that  must  be  done  with  eonsci- 
entious  caution  aud  patieuce.  ' 

In  the  beginning  we  computed  as  best  we  could  without 
a  precedent  to  follow  the  almost  infinite  siiope  of  the  work  and 
its  far  reaching  effect  upon  the  life  of  our  beloved  State,  and 
we  determined  to  be  careful  and  thorou^i  in  what  we  didr 
careful,  that  no  innocent  man  should  be  made  to  sufffer  an 
injustice;  and  thorough,  that  no  guilty  man  might  escape  with- 
out being  held  to  account  for  his  misdeeds.  Working  to  t^ 
end,  we  employed  none  but  high  class  men  to  audit  the  books 
of  public  officials  and  institutions. 

As  accountants,  we  employed  the  lirm  of  Chas.  B.'  Wermuth 
&  Co.,  of  New  Orleans,  whp  maintain  a  local  office  in  Jackson, 
who  worked  from  two  to  three  men ;  Raymond  G.  Cranch  &  Co., 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa,  who  worked  himself  and  two  other  men 
regularly,  with  two  extra  men  for  a  while ;  and  Lewis  E.  Crook, 
of  Meridian,  who  worked  three  men,  including  himself.  These 
men  were  employed  on  a  basis  of  fifteen  dollars, per  day  for 
Messrs.  E.  G.  Cranch  and  Lewis  E.  Crook,  and  ten  dollars  per 
day  for  other  men.  They  were  each  required  to  enter  into  a 
signed  contract,  prepared  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  give 
bond  in  the  sum  of  Ten  Thousand  DoUars  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  duty.   The  contracts  and  bonds  are  now  on 
file.     The  above  named  were  employed  for  full  time  and 
worked  straight  through  with  us.    In  addition  to  them,  we 
employed  L.  L.  Blount  and  W.  W.  Cole  to  do  some  special 
wor^.    We  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  accountants  at  all 
times,  and  required  them  to  furnish  us  a  daUy  time  card,  show- 
ing the  number  of  hours  worked  each  day,  which  card,  was 


signed  by  the  head  of  the  institution  where  tiie.  accountant  ' 

was  at  work,  and  all  of  which  are  now  on  file. 

Robert  S.  Strat  was  employed  as  our  official  stenogn^her 

at  a  price  of  ten  dollars  per  4ay  and  expenses  when  out  of 
Jaekson,  and  thirty  cents  per  page  for  original  transcript,  and 
tep  cents  per  page  for  carbon  copies.  We  found  that  much 
time  was  saved  by  the  Committee  in  having  a  competent  ste- 
nographer, one  who  could  take  the  <Uctation  as  fast  as  one 
could  talk,  as  no  time  w&s  lost  in  waiting  him.  Wh«i 
not  convenient  for  Mr.  Streit  to  be  with  us  we  used  Mr.  J.  W. 
Bloomfield,  in  some  instances,  and  Mr.  B.  D.  Gunning  some  of 
the  time,  paying  them  on  the  same  basis  as  Mr.  Streit,  and  only 
for  time  actually  served  and  for  transcripts  made.  Most  of  the 
testimony  taken  by  the  Committee  was  transcribed  and  bound 
in  book  f om  and  is  on  file  with  repMts  from  our  accountants 
for  the  information  of  the  legislature. 

All  of  our  work  has  been  handled  on  a  business  basis,  and 
facts  have  been  reported  as  they  were  found.  In  every  in- 
vestigation made  by  us  we  were  actuated  by  a  desire  to  ascer- 
tain the  truth  and  serve  the  State  of  Mississippi  Our  auditors 
have  all  been  exceedingly  careful,  painstaking  and  thorough, 
and  we  feel  that  they  have  arrived  at  a  true  state  of  facts  in 
every  case.  In  fact,  we  believe  that  our  audits  have  been  as 
thorough  and  complete  as  possible  to  make  them.  We  did 
not  stop  with  merely  seeing  that  the  total  amount  appropriated 
to  each  office  or  institution  had  receipts  for  l^t  same  amount, 
but  in  all  expenditures  tiiat  had  the  slightest  appearance  of 
being  irregular,  they  were  closely  inquired  into  and,  unless 
fidly  and  satisfactorily  explained  to  the  auditors,  such  trans- 
actions would  be  listed  as  irregular*'  and  pointed  out  to  the 
Committee  for  inquiry. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  we  have  found  and  reported 
every  irregular  or  improper  deal  or  transaction  made  by  any 
public  official,  as  such  matters  are  often  not  shown  at  all  on 
the  books,  and  it  is  sometimes  impofl»ible  to  prove  tiliem  by 
outside  witnesses.  But  inquiries  along  these  lines  have  been  as 
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fleardiing  as  possible  to  make ;  smd  we  have  been  very  <caref lU 
not  to  make  a  charge  against  any  man  unless  we  had  the  facts 
to  folfy  <Bstablisl^  our  positioQ^  and  .in  talpng  thia  precaution 
some  guilty  people  may  ht^ve  escaped. 

It  was  our  policy  to  first  send  an  auditor  to  an  institution 
to  folly  eheek  the  books  iemd  vouchers^  then  later  the  Committdo 
would  go  and  make  a  full  inspeetion  of  the  bMding  and  sur- 
roundings, and  then  go  as  fully  as  possible  into  all  business 
matters  with  the  institution.  It  was  also  our  policy  to  take 
up  and  run  down,  as  fa^  as  possible;  all  rep<»rt8  and  mmors  of 
irregular  or  improper  conduct  «n  the  part  of  those  -in  charge. 
Along  this  line;  we  f  omid  numy  pe<^le  .over  the  State  who  were 
willing  to  tell  the  Committee  all  they  knew  and  help  in  everjr 
•pos.%ible  way  to  ferreft  out  and  run  down  all  such  rumors  andl 
Inlpfsi^  but  we  f ouild  .fm,  the  other  hand  that  many  of  tho8§ 
who  had  been  good  at  talking  and  Cffotdating  repdrtis  atroiinft 
the  community  or  over  the  State  were  very  poor  witnesses 
when  nnder  oath  before  the  Ckimmittee.  We  opened  the  door 
to  all  who  wanted  to  cbine,  or  would  cbidfe,  aild  tell  vA  abot^b 
any  institution  or  about  any  report  or  rumor,  and  we  always 
l^aVe  witnesses  broad  latitude,  often  the  cover  of  private 
hearings,  th&t  they  might  have  the  fullest  iudUieement  tb  talk; 

In  order  that  every  citizen  of  the  State  could  feel  that  he 
Cduld  get  a  hearing  before  the.  Committee,  the  fojilowing  state- 
ment to  the  public  was  issued  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  published  in  the  leading  papers  of  the  State : 
*'To  The  Press: 

**I  want  to  say  to  the  people  of  Mississippi  through  the 
medium  of  the  State  press  tjaat  the  investigation  now  being 
niade  by  the  Iiegislative  InvMldgatmg  Committee  iis  much  more 
important  and  far  reaching  than  the  average  man  conceives  it 
to  be.  We  are  charged  with  the  stupendous  task  of  cheeking 
Up  and  inqiuring  iujto  every  office,  institution  and  bpard  under 
the  control  of  the  State  government  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  or  not  all  money  taken  from  the  people  by  pi*o- 
oess  of  taxation  has  been  properly  and  hQuestl^.UBed  jas  it  was 
intencted  to  be  used,  and  whether  or  not  it  has  brought  to  the 


State  commensurate  returns ;  and  incidentaiiy  to  make  such 
recommendations  as  will  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  offices 
and  institutioiis.   To  do  this  T^brk  prbt>feirly  and  well  it  is  ab- 
Iblutd^  n^6emiey  to  have  liie  Hfeirty  ieiop^rktibii  of  the  peo- 
ple whose  interest  we  represent;  We  do  not  know  what  the  of- 
ficials have  been  doing,  and  the  only  way  we  can  find  dttt  is 
to  aseertain  the  facts  through  witnesses  who  know.   To  this 
end  we  have  been  clothed  with  the  power  to  summon  and  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  witnesses,  etc.  Nbw;  thiah,  I  wilnt  t6  ai^ 
evfety  i)abib1^«  i^tiz^ii  bf  Mi&sSssippi,  who  wants  to  see  a  gen- 
ital house-cleaning,  where  such  is  needed,  to  give  us  that  help 
khd  co-operation  that  will  make  the  investigatibu  i  i^i^  ktic- 
cesS  and  iitafc»  it  bring  large  tetUrtS  to  tiiie  St^te  in  the  end. 
I'iiia  can  be~flone  by  communicating  to  the  Committee,  such  ir- 
regularities in  official  conduct  as  inSy  hatte  comb  httdbr 
btematkiak  Wi^te  to  the  at  Ottce,  giving  names  of  witnesses, 
aiid  such  information  as  will  lead  us  to  all  the  facts,  and  we 
will  give  the.  matter  our  best  attention.   This  is  ybur  liftple 
duty  jtt  a  eititoi  and  it  trfU  greatly  aid  the  Committee  in  its 
work.    Don't  put  the  matter  off  long  as  it  will  soon  be  too 
late.  Our  time  is  limited  and  our  funds  are  limited;  but  the 
good  -Wh  may  do  the  State,  with  your  helfi  diid  co-operation, 
is  hnlimited.   I  hope  every  paper  in  the  State  will  publish  this 
letter,  to  the  end  that  every  citisen  of  the  eommonWealth  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  reporting  to  this  Committee  anything 
he  may  know  and  want  to  have  investigated  and  that  properly 
comes  wihin  our  jurisdiction.  The  ihteirest  of  tiiis  Committee 
is  the  ihterest  of  Mississippi  and  With  no  ulterior  motive  m 
view,  we  are  striving,  without  fear  or  favor,  to  meet  the  grave 
responsibility  placed  upon  us  b^  the  legislature.  We  have  head- 
iiuarters  at  the  Noble  Hotel;  ih  Sacksbn,  where  we  may  be 
reached  by  letter,  telephone  or  telegram. 

""t'btupB  for  sei^ee, 

^       "A  C.  ANDERSON, 
"Chairman  Legislativie  investigating  Committee." 

Having  is^u^d  this  address  to  the  people  of  the  Stete,  *we 
fel^  that  it  was  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  respond  to  that 
call  and  to  communicate  to  us  all  that  they  knew  about  im- 
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proper  or  irre^ar  conduet  on  the  part  of  any  public  official, 
or  any  one  connected  in  any  way  with  our  public  institutions, 
as  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  know  who  to  call  as 
witnesses;  and  we  believe  that  those  who  knew  of  improper 
transactions  and  failed  to  report  it  to  us,  failed  in  their  dutites 
aaeitizens. 

■ 

At  the  time  we  began  our  work,  much  had  been  said 

through  the  public  prints,  and  otherwise,  about  graft  and  dis- 
honesty, and  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  unrest  and  distrust 
among  our  people.  The  very  atmosphere  seemed  sarehaii^ 
with  the  idea  that  most  of  our  public  men  were  grafting  and 
were  guilty  of  malfeasance  and  infidelity  to  the  public  trust. 
This  popular  idea  made  the  work  of  the  Committee  more  dif- 
ficult, for  there  seemed  to  be  so  many  who  thought  that  when 
we  inyestigated  an  institution  and. did  not  catch  a  thief,  that  we 
had  failed  in  our  duty  to  the  State,  or  whitewashed  somebody. 
It  mattered  not,  however,  how  many  reports  of  graft  and  mis- 
eonduet  had  been  in  dreulation^  when  we  came  to  consider  the 
matter  we  must  have  facts  upon  which  to  base  our  findings, 
and  when  the  report  of  the  accountants  had  disclosed  no  mis- 
appropriation of  funds,  and  we  could  secure  no  sworn  testi- 
mony to  corroborate'the  rumors  of  graft,  we  must  conclude  that 
the  reports  were  unfounded.  .  * 

In  our  investigations  we  found  some  dishonest  people.  We 
found  many  leakes  through  which  public  funds  had  been  get- 
ting away;  and  we  found  many  errors  and  extravagancies. 
But  we  are  happy  to  say  to  you  that  we  found  the  great  mar 
jority  of  our  public  men  to  be  honest  and  clean,  having  pro- 
perly expended  and  earefully  accounted  for  all  funds  coming 
into  their  hands,  and  that  the  trusts  committed  to  them  have 
been  kept  with  patriotic  fidelity  to  the  State. 

After  the  work  was  well  under  way,  and  we  saw  the  great 
necessity  for  making  it  full  and  complete,  we  estimated  as  best 
we  could  the  cost  of  the  entire  work  as  contemplated  by  the 
Resolution,  and,  to  be  sure  of  our  position  and  not  incur  an 
obligation  upon  the  legislature  beyond  the  five  thousand  dol- 
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lars  originally  adthorized,  we  drafted  and  mailed  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  the  following  letter : 

Jackson,  Mias.,  July  31,  1913. 
TO  THE  MEMBfiBS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  LBOISIiATUBE : 

You  will  recall  that  the  resolution  under  which  we  were 
fleeted  to  mvestigate  all  State  of iie^;  offieersy  institutions  and 
departments  of  the  State  government,  authorized  the  Governor 
to  borrow  only  $5,000,  with  which  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
stnp^dons  task  put  v^pm  the  CQmioittee. . 

We  have  employed  competent  accountants  and  a  stenog- 
rapher and  have  entered  heartily  jU^to  the  work  of  thoroughly 
investigating  the  affairs  of  every  office,  officer  and  institution 
coming  under  our  jurisdiction,  and  we  are  now  confronted 
with  the  fact  that  $5,000  will  beiar  below  the  nec^essory  cost 
of  the  investigation.  Having  laid  out  the  work  and  estimated 
the  expenses,  we  are  convinced  that  the  total  cost  will  be 
around  ^,000^  This  seems  like  a  lai^e  8um»  but  it  is  very^ 
reasonable  when  one  ^gnres  out  the  vast  amount  of  work  to 
be  don^,  most  of  which  must  be  done  by  expert  accountants. 
We  have  employed  a  number  of  accountants,  ^ch  one  being 
required  to  enter  into  a  written  extract  prepared  by  the  At- 
torney General,  and  also  required  to  give  bond  in  the  stun  of 
$10,000  for  tile  faithful  pwformanee^^of  duty. 

r 

/■ » 

We  are  making  satisfactory  progress  in  the  work  and  have 
already  shown  some  good  results.  We  f  eeL  sure  that  the  State 
has  never  spent  $25,000  that  will  bring  larger  returns  in  the 
end,  even  in  dollars  and  cents  than  this  amount  spent  in  this 
investigationi,  to  say  nothing  of  the  increased  efficiency  in  our 
offices  and  mstitutions.  We  find  tfiat  we  will  be  greatly  ham- 
pered in  the  Avork  if  we  undertake  to  proceed  on  the  credit 
system,''  as  much  of  the  expense  must  be  mel^  promptly;  so,  in 
order  to  do  the  work  in  a  satisfactory  mumer,  and  bring  the 
best  results,  we  deem  it  proper  and  necessary  that  ample  funds 
be  provided  to  carry  the  work  to  a  successful  finish ;  &eref ore, 
we  have  decided  to  ask  permission  oi  the  members  of  the  legis- 


lature  to  au^Hbrim  t&e  b&veMd^  to  hoM^  |20,0dd,  or  U  ^iUk 

thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  be  used  in  Uiis  work.  We  feel 
sore  tbat  every  member  of  the  legislature  desires  to  have  this 

work  done  thoroughly  and  completed  at  the  earliest  possible 
midtneiit,  and  to  this  end  we  feel  sure  of  your  co-operation  mdi 
your  •willingness  to  provide  us  with  necessary  funds,  but  pre- 
fer to  have  your  consent  before  borrowing  more  money.  All 
bills  to  be  paid  by  the  Committee  ,  are  itemized  and  signed  by 
^  CSiaihnaii  &f  the  Committee  and  approved  b^  the  Govemolr, 
and  should  any  part  of  the  sum  borrowed  be  left  over  it  will, 
oi  eoinrse,  be  turned  into  the  State. 

If  you  approve  the  plan  as  outlined  above_  kindly  sign  the 
foUotribt;  k^teetileut  and  mail  to  us  at  once. 

Very  rwpeetfullf , 

D.  C.  BEAMLETTE,  JR.,  Secreliffy. 

I  hereby  consent  to  and  authorize  Governor  BreVrer, 
borrow  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  in  addition  to  the  Five 
"tlibusand  Dollars  already  borrowed  for  the  Use  of  the  tToilit 
Legislative  Committee,  and  pledge  myself  to  vote  in  Ike  legis- 
lature for  its  re-payment,  said  loan  to  bear  interest  at  a  rate 
not  to  exceed  six  per  cent.      ~  ^ 

(Signed)  

Member  of  Legislature  from  Gbiinty. 

Within  a  few  hours  after  these  letters  were  placed  in  tiie 

postoffiee  favorable  responses  were  coming  in,  and,  whilb 
did  not  hear  from  all  members,  a  good  majority  of  both  Houses 
pledged  their  support  to  the  additional  loHA,  and  oiily  a  Very 

few  members  protested  against  the  loan. 

The  inany  encotiraging  letters  received  from  members 
along  with  their  pledge  to  support  the  ai)propriation  cbi^vihcfeA 
your  Committee  that  the  members  were  in  hearty  sympathy 


with  ^<it?)^  ^T^S^  received  sufficient  pledges  to  guar- 
antee the  re-payment  of  the  loan  we  filed  these  pledges  with 
Governor  Brewer  an^  ig^ed  i^^ge  tfee  additional 

loan,  that  we  might  proceed  upo^h  it  cash  basis.  Responding 
to  that  request,  Governor  Brewer  wrote  the  following  letters 
to  the  Committee :  "  "  .  ^ 

August  20,  1913. 

Mr.  A.  C.  AnderswL  Chairman,. 

Jqmt  Legislative  Livestigating  Committee, 
Jackson,  Mississippi/ 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  recent  date  enclosing  m^ 
instructions  ingned  by  a  majority  of  the  legislature  inst^ct* 
ing  me  to  borrow  $20,000  and  place  it  at  the  disposal  of  your 
Committee,  and  in  reply  will  say  that  it  is  going  to  be  a  right 
hard  matter  to  borrow  tlus  money  at  the  rate  of  interest  in 
view  of  the  financial  stringency  at  this  time.  But  I  will  do  my* 
best  on  the  job.  I  think  it  best  to  borrow  this  money  in  blocks 
of  $5,000,  uid  place  this  amount  at  your  disposal,  and  &en 
await  exi>enditure  of  this,  so  as  to  avoid  as  much  interest  as 
possible,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  place  $5,000  at  your  disposal  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

I  want  ray  position  made  perfectly  plain  in  this  mattec 
I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  heutily  in  favor 
of  investigating  every  State  officer's  accounts,  and  every  State 
institution  that  is  supported  in  whole  0]f  in  pa^rt  by  the  Sta^, 
))uj^  I  ^bi^^  ^9ul4  ^  W  ^  economical  ws^y,  and  am 
constrained  to  believe  that  an  expense  of  $25,000  devoted  to 
this  is  not  an  economical  examination  and  would  not  be  my 
WAX  o|  %qco9»pli8^iiig  ^e.  end  de^ii^  But  out  Pf  |?reat  de^ 
l^rence  to  the  wishes  and  instructions  of  the  legislature  9nd 
the  wishes  of  your  honorable  committee,  I  shall  defer  my  pe^- 
,son§i'yieFs  of  i^^  fmbje<Jt  ^ert^^  to  Qpi|ip^y  i^th  your 
ijPlllhes  md      ipstrpji^lions  of  the  legisl|ti^.  ' 

To^ursfru^, 


August  20,  1918. 

Hon.  A.  C.  Anderson,  Chairman, 

liegislative  Investigatmg  GonuBitted, 

Jackson,  Mississippi. 

My  Dear  Sir : 

I  have  made  arrangements  to  l>onw  Five  Thousand  Dol- 
lars (5,000)  of  the  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  ($20,000)  which 
your  Committee  may  need,  from  the  Merchants  Bank  &  Trust 
Company,  of  this  city,  at  six  per  cent  per  annum,  and  I  have 
instructed  the  bank  to  place  this  to  the  credit  of  the  "Legisla- 
tive Investigating  Committee,"  checks  to  be  paid  when  signed 
by  you  as  Chairman  and  countersigned  by  me  with  vouebdrs 
attached. 

Tours  truly, 

EABL  BREWER, 

Governor. 

In  reply  to  which  the  following  letter  was  written,  to  the 
Governor: 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Aug.  21,  1913. 

r- 

Hon.  Earl  Brewer.  Governor, 
Jackson,  Mississippi. 

My  Dear  Governor : 

I  have  just  returned  to  Jackson  after  an  absence  of  three 
days  and  find  your  letters.  One  saying  you  will  endeavor  to 
borrow  the  $20,000,  but  will  borrow  it  in  blocks  of  $5,000  at  a 
time.  This  I  think  is  the  wise  course  and  I  heartily  approve  it. 
I  note  also  that  you  say  you  think  $25,000  is  a  larger  sum  than 
should  be  spent  for  this  work.  I  assure  you  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  would  rejoice  to  see  the  cost  fall  far 
short  of  that  figure,  but  we  have  been  selected  by  the  .legis- 
lature and  charged  with  a  very  heavy  responsibility  and  we 
feel  that  if  the  work  is  done  at  all  it  should  be  done  right  and 
the  examinations  should  all  be  thorough  and  complete,  that 
much  we  owe  to  the  officers  and  institutions  we  are!  to  investi- 
gate, we  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  to  the  State.   I  really  feel 
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that  the  expense  incident  to  this  investigation  is  a  secondary 

consideration,  yet  as  I  say  above,  we  shall  be  glad  if  we  can 
get  out  on  a  l^s  sum  thaiji  the  $259000. 

I  also  have  your  letter  saying  you  have  borrowed  $5,000 
from  the  Merchants  Bank  &  Trust  Go. 

Thuiking  you  for  your  courtesies  to  tiie  Committee  and 

•  your  co-operation,  I  am  your  friend,  with  best  wishes, 

A.  C.  ANDERSON, 
Gbaiiman  Committee. 

The  full  amount  of  the  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  has  been 
borrowed  and  has  been  used.  It  is  likely  that  when  the  last 
audits  are  finished  the  cost  of  the  entire  work  will  exceed 
the  Twenty-five  Thousand  Dollars  by  a  few  hundred  dollars. 

We  have  made  already  thii^y-five  complete  audits  and 
have  reports  from  our  accountants  on  them,  and  have  two 
others  yet  unfinished.  The  period  of  time  covered  by  these 
audits  varies  from  two  to  ten  years,  but  most  of  them  cover 
two  years,  bringing  them  up  to  some  period  in  the  fall  of  1913. 
The  two  lai^^t  pieces  of  work  we  had  to  do,  each  covered  a 
period  of  four  years.  We  have  found  a  considerable  number  of 
•errors  and  some  over-payments,  and  at  the  Insane  Hospital,  in 
Jackson,  a  considerable  amount  had  been  taken  by  fraud,  which 
the  Attorney  General  is  now  making  an  effort  to  collect  from 
«  the  bondsmen  of  former  steward,  T.  H.  Turley. 

Th9  soma  reeovwed,  or  in  course  of  adjustmsdnt  arei  as 

follows: 


Industrial  Institute  and  College  $  43.50 

University   99.85 

A.  &M.  College   125.77 

Supreme  Court   90.50 

Land  Commissioner  ^ . .    673  05 

Delta  Ezponment  Station   45.20 

Secretary  of  State   592.59 

Soldiers'  Home   582.13 

Auditor's  Office  7S6.00 


s  1 


-II-  . 

Governor's  jOff ice   •  ••  80.00 

Tazoo-Mississippi  D,elt^  Levee  Board   73.73 

i^KDB  Asybasd,  «t  Jaclaon^                   i ........ .  5,000.00 

Qt  tbef  i^Qctage  in  Uie  JL^vd  Commissioner's  office  $328.05 
was  paid  into  the  treaatiry  by  licig^i  Watkins  in  July. 
Watkins  was  serving  as  Deputy  Land  Commissioner  and  he  con- 
faased  to  l^aying  epibezzled  the  amount,  but  be  it  said  to  his 
credit,  he  recariied  and  paid  iiie  rom  back  into  the  treaimfy 
be^<|re  the  audit  of  that  office  was  made.  He  also  surrendered 
lihiuelf  to  the  proper  authorities  and  was  given  a  sentence  of 
one  year  by  the  court.  In  a  few  weeks  he  was  pardoned  by 
gqyer;^pr  Brewer.  Mr.  Watkins  did  not  only  refund  the  orig- 
in ff^o^t  taken,  but  also  paid  into  the  treasury  along  with 
«re' principal  eight  ^  cei^  m^^^  («  it  f^^  th^  time  it  was 
in  his  hands. 


The  sum  of  $5,000,  at  the  Asylum  was  lost  to  the  State 
by  fraud  and  embezzlement  and  repBesents,  as  we  believe,  a 
sum  far  below  the  actual  loss  at  that  institution ;  but  suit  was 
brought  for  only  this  amount  because  we  did  not  believe  that 
we  could  make  the  proper  proof  in  court  to  recover  a  greater 
amount,  and  we  wanted  to  be  within  safe  bounds. 

The  audits  we  have  made  are  as  follows : 

Name.  Period  Covered.  Auditor. 

A.  &  M.  College-July  1, 1»U,  to  June  30, 1913— Lewis  B. 
Crook. 

University— July  1,  1911,  to  June  30,  1913  —  Lewis  B. 
Crook.  > 

Oyster  Commission— Sept.  1,  1911,  to  Sept.  1, 1S[;3— -Lewis 
^.  Crook. 

King's  Daughters'  Hospital,  auliport-^nljr  I,  t9 

Oct.  1, 1913— Lewis  E.  Crook. 

*  — 

Soldiers'  Home— Oct.  1,  1931,  to  Oct.  1,  lOlSr-^Uwia 


m 


1. 1,  and  C.—itHy  1,  Idll,  to  July  1, 1913— Lewis  B.  €^k. 

Mattye  Hersee  Hospital  at  Meridian— Dec.  1, 1911,  to  Nov. 
1, 19ia^Lewn(  B.  €^k. 

Mississippi  National  Guard— Dee.  23, 1911,  to  Nov.  15, 1913 
— Lewis  E.  Crook. 

Yazoo-Mississippi  I>elta  Levee  Board— Oct.  1, 1909,  to  Oct 
1,  1913— Lewis  E.  Crook. 

Governor's  Office— Jan.  16.  1912,  to  Dec.  20,  1913— Lewis 
B.  €^oc^. 

Superintendent  of  Education's  Office — ^Feb.  1,  1907,  to 
Dec.  31, 1913— Lewis  E.  Crook. 

Attorney  General 's  Off ice-^an.  12,  1912,  to  Dec.  29,  1913 
— ^Lewis  E.  Crook. 

State  Geologist's  Office— Feb.  1^  1909,  to  Dec.  10,  1913— 
liewis  E.  Crook. 

Department  of  Arelaves  and  History—^.  18,  IWO,  to 
Dec.  22,  1913— Lewis  E.  Crook. 

Secretary  of  Educational  Board  of  Trustees — ^May  22, 1912, 
to  Dec.  31,  1913— Lewis  E.  Crook. 

Supreme  Court— Jan.  1,  1912,  to  Dec.  31,  1913— Lewis  E. 
Crook. 

Railroad  Commission-Jan.  1, 1912  to  Dec.  31, 1913— Lewis 
E.  Crook. 

Insane  Hospital,  Jackson— Oct.  1,  1909,  to  June  30,  1913— 
R.  G.  Cranch. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute— Oct,  1,  1911,  to  Aug.  31,  19ia— 
B.  G.  Cranch. 

Mfflsissippi  State  Charity  Hoiq>ital— May  1,  1912,  to  Aug. 
31,  1913— R.  G.  Cranch. 

East  MississippiJUisane  Hospital— July  1,  1909,  to  Sept.  30. 
1913— R.  G.  Cranch. 
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Natchez  Hospital— July  1,  1910,  to  Nov.  24,  1913— R.  G. 
Graneh. 

Alcom  A.  &  M.  College-nJuly  1, 1910,  to  Nov.  ^4, 1913— B. 
G.  Cranch. 

State  Board  of  Health— Jan.  1, 1912,  to  Dee.  1, 1913— B.  G. 
Cranch. 

Secretary  of  State— April  1,  1910,  to  Dec.  1,  1913— B.  G. 
Oraneh. 

■  State  Library— Jan.  1, 1912,  to  Dee.  31, 1913— E.  G.  Cranch. 

Auditor's  Office— Oct.  1,  1909,  to  June  30,  1913— Chas.-E. 
Wermutb  &  Co. 

Department  of  Agriculture— Oct.  1, 1910,  to  Sept.  30, 1913 
— Ghas.  E.  Wermuth  &  Go. 

Insurance  Department— Oct.  1,  1911,  to  Sept.  30,  1913— 
Chaa.  E.  Wermuth  &  Go. 

Land  Commissioner- Oct.  1, 1911,  to  ^ept.  30,  1913— Chas. 
E.  Wermuth  &  Co. 

Holy  Springs  Bx-StatiOTi-July  1, 1911,  to  June  30, 1913— 
L.  L.  Blount  Audit  Go. 

Delta  Experiment  Station-^Jan.  1, 1904,  to  Aug.  30, 1913— 
L.  L.  Blount  Audit  Co. 

Blind  Institute— Oct.  1,  1911,  to  Sept.  18,  1913— L.  L. 
Blount  Audit  Co. 

State  Charity  Hospital,  Vieksburg-nJuly  1,  1911,  to  Aug. 
31,  .1913— L.  L.  Blount  Audit  Co. 

McNeil  Ex-Station— Jan.  1,  1902,  to  June  30,  1913— L.  L. 
Blount  Audit  Go. 

We  find  it  to  be  a,  common  practice  for  trustees  of  State 
institutions  to  deal  in  contracts  with  the  institution  on  whose 
board  they  are  serving.  In  some  instances  where  trustees 
made  sales  to  the  institution  it  was  in  emergency  eases  and 
the  violation  of  the  law  was  technical,  but  if  aUowed,  even  in 


* 
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emergeney  cases,  there  is  liable,  at  times,  to  be  an  abuse  of  the 

privilege.  It  is  a  pernicious  practice,  because  those  buying  for 
the  institution  naturally  feel  under  obligations  to  the  trostees, 
and  when  they  ask  for  a  contract  they  are  apt  to  get  it  and 
competition  is  often  shut  out  and  the  instituti<m  made  to  suf- 
fer. We  believe  that  the  law  against  trustees  dealing  with 
institutions  should  b^  amended  and  made  stronger  and  plainer, 
and  to  this  end  we  expect  to  draft  and  pr^nt  a  bill  within  a 
,  few  days. 

AVe  find  that  in  some  of  our  institutions  there  has  been 
switching  of  funds  from  one  department  to  wother.  The  law 
making  appropriations  usually  states  that  there  shall  be  no 
such  switching  of  funds,  but  the  law  is  often  defeated  in  some 
technical  way,  or  simply  ignored  and  violated.  It  might  be 
a  good  idea  to  have  a  general  statute  against  switching  of  funds 
and  make  the  law  hold)  the  man  so  offending  to  be  responsible 
for  the  amount  of  money,  and  also  subject  to  a  fine  for  violat- 
ing the  law.  In  some  cases  it  has  seemed  that  the  common 
good  has  been  subserved  by  transferring  funds  from  one  de- 
partnu^t  to  another,  and  in  many  cases  the  motive  wsb  good, 
and  to  obviate  what  seems  at  times  to  be  a  necessity  for  such 
a  transfer,  it  might  be  well  to  provide  a  contingent  fund  of  a 
reasonable  amount  for  the  larger  institutions. 

We  also  find  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  some  of  our 
institutions  to  draw  out  th^  impropriation^,  or  large  portions 
of  it,  and  deposit  it  in  local  banks.  This  practice  we  strongly 
condemn.  We  believe  that  the  best  place  to  keep  the  State's 
money  is  in  the  State's  own  ti:^asur7.  It  is  safer  there  and  will 
bring  some  interest  to  the  State  and  often  saves  the  treasury 
from  being  depleted  when  obligations  are  to  be  met.  We  be- 
lieve tiiat  the  money  should  be  drawn  as  it  is  needed,  and 
should  never  be  taken  out  and  put  in  local  banks,  except  a 
small  fund  to  meet  current  expenses  authorized  to  be  paid  that 
way. 

a  t 

We  find,  too,  that  a  number  of  State  officers  carry  indi- 
vidual accounts,  and  some  of  these  funds  frequentiy  remain  in 


the  bank  for  weeks,  and  often  at  times  when  the  treasurer 
needs  the  money.  We  say  again  tiiat  the  place  for  the  State 's 
money  is  in  the  State's  treasury,  and  that  where  at  all  prac- 
ticable, payments  should  be  made  direct  to  the  treasury  in  the 
usual  legal  way. 

We  find  that  some  of  our  public  men  in  traveling  for  the 
State  charge  the  State  three  cents  a  mile  railroad  fare.  This  is 
to  be  expected  where  only  a  few  trips  are  made,  but  where 
one  does  considerable  traTeling  there  should  be  an  «nra&gement 
for  procuring  mileage  books  and  only  two  cents  a  mile  allowed. 
This  one  item  would  amount  to  a  saving  of  several  hundred  dol- 
lars  a  year  to  the  State." 

* 

There  are  also  a  considerable  number  of  ,  other  reeommen- 
dations  whidi  we  «xpeei  to  present  in      form  of  bills. 


GBAMTY  HOSPITALS. 

We  find  that  the  ^te  of  Mississippi  is  supporting,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  five  Charity  Hospitals  for  the  treatment  of 
the  poor.  At  the  last  seasieii  of  the  legiaLature  there  was  ap- 
propriated for  the  support  of  these  hospitals  for  the  years 
1912  and  1913  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-four  Thousand 
($174,000.00)  Dollars  out  of  the  State  treasury,  distributed  as 


follows : 

State  Charity  Hospital  at  Jackson   $  50,000 

State  Charity  Hospital  at  Vicksburg  and  Ck)iifederate 

Annex   60,000 

GhMity  Hospitia  at  Natchez   •   45,000 

Matty e  Hersee  Hospital  at  Meridian   15^000 


Sing's  Daughters'  Hospital  ^t  GuHport 

t 


4,000 


Total  ;..  $174  000 

It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  th^  hosj^tals  are  not 
fairly  distributed  over  the^  State.  The  Alabama  ft  Yieksburg 

Bailroad  running  across  the  State  is  south  of  the  geographical 
center,  and  the  State  is  not  maintaining  any  hospital  north  of 
this  railroad. 

The  State  Charity  Hospital  at  Jaek^  is  addng  f w  the 
building  of  a  large  apnex  idiieh  will  practically  double  its  ca- 
pacity. It  is  a  matter  for  your  serious  consideration  as  to 
whether  it  shall  be  the  policy  of^the  State  to  msintaaB  a  fisw 
large  hospitals  or  several  smaller  ones,  distributdd  over  the 
State. 


KOSSISSIPPI  STATE  INSAN£  HOfiPZTAL. 

JacIsJioii,  MT8'B''*wippi. 

P^haps  the  most  important  work  we  have  done  as  a  spe- 
cial cojmoittee  was  our  audit  and  investigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi State  Insane  Hospital,  at  Jackson.  The  books  of  this  in- 
stitution were  asditad  by  fi.  Q.  Graaoh  &  Company,  of  Phila- 
delphia,  and  covered  a  period  of  nearly  four  years,  beginning 
October  1, 1909,  and  ending  June  30, 1913.  The  books,  records 
and  vouchers  were  in  bad  shape,  so  poorly  kept,  in  fact,  that 
the  audit  was  tedious  and  expensive.  Conditions  at  that  insti- 
tution were  far  from  satisfactory,  although  they  had  been 
greatly  improved  at  the  time  we  began  our, work  of  investiga- 
tion by  Doctor  W.  W.  Smithson,  the  superintendent,  and  Judge 
Robert  B.  Mayes,  one  of  .  the  trustees. 

We  think  there  has  been  more  or  less  petty  graft  and 
stealing  going  on  there  for  years,  but  the  conditions  during  the 
y«ar49^  and  the  £ust  part  of  1913  were  simply  fearful.  The 
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xiew  Board  of  Trustees,  appointed  in  1912,  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing named,  to-wit: 

W.  S.  Hamilton,  Cl&irman. 
W.  A.  Gaddis,  Secretary. 
C.  T.  Beven. 
C^t.  0.  J.  Waite. 
J.  B.  Ludt  - 

It  seems  that  when  this  board  was  organized  and  took  charge 

of  the  institution  there  were  a  number  of  changes  made.  A 
niunber  of  men  who  had  been  there  for  years,  and  had  faith- 
fully and  honestly  performed  their  duties,  were  turned  out  and 
new  men  put  in.  some  of  whom  have  proved  to  be  worthy, 
honest  men,  while- others  proved  to  be  dishonest  and  untrue 
to  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  T.  A.  Downing,  who  had  been 
steward  for  a  number  of  years,  and  who,  so  far  as  we  are  able 
to  ascertion,  had  a  (dean  record,  was  turned  out  and  T.  H.  Tur- 
.  ley  was  made  steward.  Mr,  Turley  Memed  to  assume  at  onee 
that  he  was  the  chief  officer  of  the  institution  and  proceeded 
to  take  chaise  of  and  run  it  to  his  own  liking  and  very  much 
in  his  own  interest.  Although  the  retiring  hoard  had  passed 
an  order,  which  is  of  record,  designating  the  superintendent  as" 
the  purchasing  agent,  yet.  Steward  Turley  assumed  the  duties 
that  belonged  under  that  resolution  to  Doctor  Nolan  Stewart, 
who  was  thep  superintendent  of  the  institution,  and  made  such 
purehases  and  sales  as  suited  his  fancy,  and  that,  too,  without 
even  advising  with  the  superintendent.  Doetor  Stewart  offered 
some  protest  in  some  instances,  but  he  was  not  only  ignored, 
but,  on  at  least  one  occasion,  was  assaulted  by  Turley,  who  was 
a  stout  and  very  aetive  young  man,  while  Doctor  Stewart  was 
much  older,  frail  and  really  at  that  time  in  a  low  state  of 
health.   Doctor  Stewart  was  superintendent  at  the  asylum 
when  conditions  under  Turley  and  his  associates  were  at  the 
worst,  but  after  going  as  fully  as  possible  into  every  phase*  of 
the  ccmditions  existing  there,  your  Committee  can  find  nothing 
for  which  to  censure  Doetor  Stewart.  He  is  an  able  and  expert 
physician  on  diseases  of  the  mind,  and  he  gave  his  undivided 
attention  and  whole  time  to  his  work -inside  the  hospital. 
He  could  have  given  moxe  time  to  affairs  on  tiie  outside  but  in 


ttiie  he  would  eneounter  Mr.  Turley,  who  had  assumed  complete 
control,  and  inteif  erenee  by  Doetor  Stewart  would  have  meimt 
physical  violence,  which  Doctor  Stewart  was  too  much  of  a 
gentleman  to  precipitate.  He  assured  us  that  he  appealed  in 
vain  to  tiie  trustees  to  uphold  his  hands,  but  a  majority  of  the 
trustees  seemed  to  side  with  and  uphold  Turley. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Downing,  who  was  steward  before  Mr.  Turley 
was  elected,,  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  as  "As- 
sistant Steward,"  at  a  salary  of  (me  hundred  dollars  per 
month,  and  it  was  set  out  in  the  minutes  of  the  board  that  the 
salary  of  Mr.  Downing  was  to  cease  when  he  secured  another 
position  somewhere.  He  drew  tiiis  salary  for  three  months 
during  the  early  part  of  Turley *s  administration,  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  Mr.  Turley  called  on  him  very  often  for  as- 
sistance, as  some  of  the  most' important  deals  made  by  Turley 
were  made  without  eonferring  with  his  assistant  or  superin- 
tendent. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Turley  assumed  his  duties  as  steward,  he 
made  sale  of  about  seventy-three  head  of  cattle  from  the  hos- 
pital to  a  negro  named  Jim  Greaves,  who  lived  in  Baukin 
county.  !bi  this  herd  were  forty-six  mileh  cows,  two  steers  uid 
about  twenty-five  heifers  and  calves.  The  milch  cows  were 
placed  on  the  inventory  turned  over  to  Mr.  Turley  by  Mr. 
Downing  at  about  thirty-five  dollars  a  head ;  they  were-  sold  at 
an  average  price  of  twelve  dollars  a  head.  The  heifers,  some 
of  them  two  years  old,  and  valued  on  the  inventory  at  fifteen 
dollars  each,  were  sold  at  an  average  price  of  five  dollars  a 
head.  These  cattle  were  sold  by  Mr.  Turely  without  any  con- 
ference, whatever  with  the  superintendent,  who  did  not  know 
of  the  deal  until  several  days  i^er  it  had  been  made  and  the 
cattle  driven  away.  Jim  Greaves,  who  bought  the  cattle,  lived 
near  the  Hamilton  farm,  in  Bankin  county,  and  when  he  cams 
to  look  at  the  cattle  he  was  accompanied  by  Bob  Hamilton, 
brother  to  W.  S.  Hamilton,  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
When  Jim  Greaves  eame  after  the  cattle^  about  daylight  on 
Sunday  morning.  Bob  Hamilton  was  with  liim.  The  cattle  were 
driven  to  the  Hamilton  pasture  in  Bankin  county,  and  from 
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tim^  tb^  w«f0  tri^4,  sold  and  pl^^u^e^.   Tp»  jtj^ 
your  Committee  is  convinced  that  tbe  State  lost  heavily.  This 
tnmsyetim  was  aj^rovAd  |i£t«r  it  waf  snade  by  n  jpiajoK^  f4 

the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Not  only  did  th*a  State  lose  heavily  in  the  side  ck!  time  eair 

tie,  but  also  lost  heavily  in  certain  purchases  made  by  Turley 
and  japprov«d  by  the  board,  in  whieh  priees  £u*  in  j&xcess  of  the 
leal  valnee  were  paid.  Not^nly  were  tiie  prices  excessive,  but 
as  an  evidence  of  fraud  these  sales  to  the  institution  were  made 
in  the  name  of  E.  W.  Wieatbiersby,  a  man  without  means,  moc^ai 
irt»3idiiig  or  self-respect.  In  the  course  ol  o«r  investigalicm  it 
was  developed  that  Bob  Hamilton  sold  the  stock  to  Mr.  Turley, 
lor  which  excessiye  priees  were  paid,  and  that  the  iiawe  lof 
H/ieathersby  was  used  to  c<meeartlie  fact  that  Mr.  Hamilton, 
who  was  a  brother  to  the  president  of  the  board,  was  making 
the  sales.  Ajmng  them  sales  by  Mr.  Hamilton  wag  a  pdr  of 
small  mnies,  weighing  when  in  good  flesh,  slightly  above  eight 
hundred  pounds  each,  one  about  seventeen  years  old  and  the 
other  one  perhi^Ns  five  yeaars  yooxiger;  the  price  paid  was  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  doUars  eadi.  Aaother  sale  was  a 
saddle  horse  which  belonged  to  some  estate  in  Jackson,  and  _ 
was  offered  for  sale.  Tkg  negro  Jim  GtsBavea  bought  the  hsm» 
f <Hr  seventy-five  doUurs,  and  in  less  than  twenty^four  honrB  sold 
him  to  Mr.  Turley  for  the  State  for  One  Hundred  and  Eighty- 
^ve  doUare ;  Bob  Hamilton  collected  the  money  for  Greaves  aad 
signed  the  receipt  to  tihe  hospital.  Greaves  swore  to  the  com* 
mittee  that  the  price  Turley  paid  him  was  One  Hundred  and 
^v^ty-five  dollars,  but  the  vouch^  i^wed  that  Hiyaiilton 
coUeeted  Qne  Hnndi^  sxid  Eighty-five  dollars. 

Another  deal  was  the  porehaae  of  mileh  cows  by  Turley 
ler  the  hospital.  These  cows  seemed  to  have  been  bought  from 
the  negro  Jim  Greaves,  at  a  price  of  thirty-eight  dollars  for 
piSySy  and  thirty-three  and  a  tiurd  doUaro  for  three  naore^  malt- 
ing twelve  head  in  all,  for  whieh  the  total  mm  of  Fonr  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-two  dollars  was  paid.  Instead  of  showing  the 
ipmhase  of  twelve  l^ad  of  cows  the  voucher  showed  seventiden 
head;  and  instead  of  showing  the  mm  of  Fonr  Qondred  ^4 


Vvfiy'two  dollars,  the  amoimt  whieli  seenui  to  htcwe  been  paid, 
the  Toucher  was  for  Eight  Hundred  and  Ten  dloUars. 

h.  J.  Woe  wha  wm  then  in  eharge  o£  the  dairy  «9iror«  that 

Turley  told  him  to  report  the  purchase  of  seventeen  head,  and 
then  report  one  or  two  dead  each  luonth,  until  Hae  figures  were 
mihde  right 

These  deals  were  all  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
#f  whom  weH  lmsw  that  fi.  W.  Weathersby  did  net  own  a 

cow,  or  the  price  of  a  cow.    Most  of  these  transactions  took 
place  within  a  few  mouths  after  the  new  board  came  in. 

Prom  the  first  there  was  more  or  less  dissension  in  the 
board,  Captain  0.  J.  Waite  and  J.  B.  Lusk  constituting  a  minor- 
f«d  protesting  agaiBcd;  mmiy  of  the  transactions,  deals  and 
poliiues  of  the  majority.  • 

The  feUowing  lel^  from  Governor  Brewer  to  Snperln. 

tendent  Doctor  Nolan  Stewrat,  shows  that  this  split  in  the  . 
board  had  reached  an  acute  stage  as  early  as  April  25,  1912: 

April  25,  1912. 

Dr.  Nolan  Stewart, 

Care  Insane  Hospital,  Qty.  ^ 
I>dar  Doctor : 

The  controversy  between  the  minority  and  majority  of  the 
mepibers  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  controversy  between 
the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  yourself  is  exciting 
considerable  comment  and  creating  a  political  row  over  the 
matter  that  is  not  good  for  the  institution.  I  have  requested 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  call  a  special  meeting 
of  this  board  to  take  place  tomorrow  at  the  institution  at  3 
0  'clock,  and  I  want  to  request  that  you  gentlemen  get  together 
and  settle  this  matter  and  do  so  deektively  and  at  once,  other- 
wise I  will  be  compelled  to  take  such  step  as  is  necmsary  to 
settle  it  myself^  Yours  triUy, 

:BARli  Q&DWfiE, 

Governor. 


I 
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Things  rocked  along  nntil  in  Angost,  and  fbially  Govemoc 
Brewer  wrote  to  Messrs.  Lusk  and  Waite  and  intimated  that  hq 
would  like  to  have  their  resignations,  unless  they  could  agree 
with  tile  majonty  and  work  in  harmony.  They  both  resigned. 

After  this,  Judge  Eobert  B.  Mayes  was  put  on  the  board  by 
Qovemor  Brewer,  and  the  appointment  was  a  very  fortunate 
one.  He  went  to  work  in  earnest  to  put  everything  on  a  better 
basis,  and  the  service  he  rendered  the  State  in  that  capacity 
m  di££ieult  to  estimate.  He  was  not  ftble  to  make  conditions 
good,  but  he  made  them  better. 

In  the  beginning,  the  new  board  increased  the  payroll  by 

putting  on  it  a  number  of  people  whose  services  were  not  neces- 
sary. At  the  time  Mr.  Turley  was  elected  steward  the  salary 
of  that  position  was  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-five  dollars  per 

•month,  with  a  house  furnished  in  which  to  live,  and  three 
dollars  a  month  allowed  for  car  fare.  After  he  had  been 
there  a  few  monthii  the  salary  was  raised  to  One  Hundred  and 

.  Fifty  dollars  per  month,  with  the  other  allowances,  and  we 
searched  in  vain  to  find  any  record  anywhere  on  the  minutes 
where  the  board  had  raised  his  salary.  The  only  record  which 
we  could  find  was  the  payroll,  which  showed  he  was  getting 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty  dollars  per  month,  instead  of  One  Hun- 
dred'^d  Thirty-five  dollars. 

/ 

It  was  found  daring  our  investigation  in  July  and  August, 
1913,  that  Turley  was  ^wing  On«  Hundred  and  Fifty  dollars 
per  month  salary,  Three  dollars  a  month  ear  fare,  Fifteen  dol- 
lars a  month  commutation,  which  is  allowed  in  lieu  of  a  house, 
at  the  option  of  the  steward,  and  that  his  wife  and  children, 
with  whom  he  was  not  then  living,  were  occupying  the  resi- 
dence allowed  him  and  milking  two  cows  that  belonged  to  the 
hospital.  Besides  that,  Turley  was  sending  milk  and  butter 
and  ice,  almost  daily,  to  a  lady  friend  of  bis. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  irregularities  we  found  there. 
It  would  take  a  large  book  to  contttn  them  all.   After  securing 

all  the  information  we  could,  we  went  before  the  grand  jury, 
and,  as  a  result,  Turley  was  indicted  on  four  coimts;  L.  J. 
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Kline,  the  dairyman,  was  indicted  for  selling  a  cow  that  be- 
longed to  the  hospital;  W.  S.  Hamilton,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  was  indicted  on  a  charge  of  dealing  in  contracts ' 
with  the  hospital;  E.  W.  Weathersby  was  indicted  for  being  in 
the  conspiracy,  and  Bob  Hamilton  was  indicted  on  a  charge 
of  defrauding  the  State  in  the  sale  of  stock  to  the  steward.  Also, 
W.  A.  Gaddia  was  indicted  for  dealing  with  the  institution. 

When  the  case  of  T.  H.  Turley  was  called  in  the  Hinds 
County  Circuit  Court,  Judge  Henry  granted  him  a  change  of 
venne  and  sent  the  case  to  Bankin  county,  where  it  was  set  for 
trial  the  following  week.  District  Attorney  Howie,  of  Jack- 
son, tendered  his  services  free  of  charge  and  went  with  us  to 
Bankin  comity,  although  it  was  out  of  his  district.  Oovemor 
Brewer  appointed  Powell  &  Thompson  to  assist  in  the  prosecu- 
tion, and  we  employed  W.  J.  East  at  Brandon  to  assist.  Judge 
Dobbs,  District  Attorney  Easterland,  the  court  officials,  and 
all  the  people  of  Brandon,  were  exceedingly  kind  and  courteous 
to  us.  The  ease  was  heard  and  both  sides  ably  represented. 
The  result  was  a  conviction,  and  a  s^tence  of  two  years  in 
the  penitentiary.  He  was  allowed  to  make  bond,  and  his  case 
was  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  it  is  now  pending. 

m 

The  case  against  W.  S.  Hamilton  was  nolle  pressed  on  his 
agreement  to  resign ;  the  case  against  Bob  Hamilton  was  thrown 
out  of  court  on  a  demurrer,  a  mere  technieality,  from,  which  the 
District  Attorney  has  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court;  W.  A. 
Gaddis  entered  a  plea  of  nolle  contendere  and  was  fined  Three 
Hundred  and  Fifty  dollars  and  resigned;  the  case  against  L.  J. 
Kline  was  recently  nolle  pressed. 

Covering  the  shortages,  our  accountant^  Mr.  B.  G.  Cranch, 

in  his  official  report  to  us,  points  out  the  following: 

First.   A  shortage  of  five  or  more  cattle. 

Second.  A  shortage  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  in- 
stitution hides,  given  awajr  by  Steward  Turley. 

Third.  A  shortage  of  28,693  or  more  pounds  of  beef  with- 
in the  last  fiscal  year;  previous  records  lost  or  mislaid. 


■ 


Fourth.  A  fihartage  %t  3,175  or  more  pomuib  oi  ig^jfk  witb^ 
in       last  fiscal  year;  previous  records  lost  or  mislaid. 

Fifth.  A  shortage  through  tlje  sale  of  butter  and  egjgs 
to  employes  at  les^  than  cost. 

« 

Sixth.  A  shortage  in  clothing  asd  heddmg,  ghowJEi  by 
exedsohre  WRomits  UNSued  to  wards. 

Seventh.  A  ediortage  in  clothing  between  the  laundry  md 
the  wards. 

Eighth.    Coal  shortages. 

Ninth.    Whiskey  shortages. 

Tenth.   Fruit  and  vegetable  shortages. 

Eleventh.  Losses  through  paymeiit  of  incorrect  or  dupli- 
cate bills. 

Twelfth.  Losses  through  failure  to  take  cash  di»ooupts. 

Thirteenth.  Losses  through  omissions  and  delays  in 
charges  to  employes  for  merchandise  purchased. 

Fourteenth.   Loss  through  pRymmt  for  services  never  ren^ 

dered. 

One  of  the  most  serious  losses  pointed  out  by  the  account- 
uit  in  the  list  given  above,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  loss  on  coal. 
There  had  been  considerable  carelessness  in  the  handling  of  the 
coal.  It  was  bought  on  railroad  weights  and  not  reweighed* 
From  the  enormous  amount  paid  for  coal,  we  believe  there  was 
serious  loss  in  Aveights  and  perhaps  some  petty  selling  of  coal 
also.  At  the  time  we  audited  the  books,  amounts  aggregating 
about  Two  Thousimd  dollars  were  in  dispute  between  the  hos- 
pital and  the  Morrison  Coal  Company,  on  account  of  careless 
bookkeeping.  We  suggested  to  the  superintendent  that  it 
would  be  well  to  hastall  railroad  scales  and  reweigh  9A\  coal 
bought  by  the  institution.  The  scales  have  been  installed,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  that  the  saving  in  weights  will  piay  the  price 
of  the  scales  several  times  over  in  a  single  year. 

It  seems  that  when  Mr.  C.  T.  Beven,  who  was  employed  by 


the  Illinois  Central -Railroad  C^pmj,  was  af^pokrted  on  the 

hoard  he  induced  the  trustees  to  discard  the  engine  that  had 

l^eli  used  in  feransf erring  cars  from  the  ndlroad  over  th« 

asylum  switch  to  the  hospital ;  hence,  the  engine  was  loaned  to  a 

fertilizer  factory,  and  a  bill  for  several  hundred  dollars  for 

^witching  cars  has  been  charged  up  to  the  hospital.  After  we 

discovered  these  things  the  engine  was  repaired  and  put  back 
on  the  track  and  is  now  hauling  the  freight  from  the  main  line 
to  the  hofi^ital,  and  several  hundred  dollars  a  year  is  being 
saved  thereby. 

We  made  a  full  audit  axtd  investigation  of  the  Cfmning 
Factory  being  operated  in  connection  with  the  hospital,  and 
found  that  during  the  two  years  it  had  b^n  in  operation  it 
had  sustained  a  net  loss  of  $3,059.36,  not  counting  interest  on 
the  -investment  of  $10,343.74.  We  at  once  advised  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  this  fact  and  the  factory  was  ordered  closed  as  a 
cenomercial  proposition.  While  it  has  shown  a  clear  loss  we 
believe  with  proper  management  it  would  have  been  a  paying 
business.  Since  our  audit  it  has  made  some  money.  It  could 
not  be  closed  at  <mce,  as  considerable  amount  of  sweet  potatoes 
had  been  contracted  for,  and  we  insisted  that  it  should  be 
operated  until  all  contracts  were  fulfilled.    We  consider  Mr. 

A.  Smith,  manager  of  the  cannery,  a  competent  man  and  had 
he  been  given  the  entire  management  could,  in  our  opinion, 
have  made  some  money  out  of  the  business. 

The  deep  well  that  has  been  put  in  there  is  a  great  im* 
provement  and  is  working  all  right.  Not  only  does  it  give  bet- 
ter water  in  abundance  but  it,  together  with  the  large  t^uik  put 
np,  gives  good  protection  from  fire. 

The  ice  plant  that  was  installed  exceeded  the  appropria* 
Hon  for  that  purpose,  and  whether  it  was    economy  in  the 

end''  to  buy  a  plant  of  that  capacity  we  are  unable  to  say.  but 
it  seems  to  be  working  well,  is  a  good  plant,  and  will  save 
money  on  the  ice  bill. , 

The  farm,  under  the  management  of  J.  L.  Singletary,  made 


a  very  good  showing  during  the  year  1913.  His  report  makes 
the  following  showing  for  the  1913  erop : 

Com  ...5,019  bashdlsr. 

Hav     120  tons. 

p^ars  •  •   872  bushels. 

Sweet  Potatoes  5»414  bushels. 

Irish  Potatoes    80^  bushels. 

Oats   1,100  bushels. 

Oats  straw,  baled   16  tons. 

Molasses    875  gallons. 

Watermelons   •  •  •  9^640 

Oanteloupes  •  1>720 

Mr.  Singletary  worked  ninteen  mules  on  the  farm.  He 
did  a  great  deal  of  patient  labor.   The  institution  owns  about 

1  300  acres  of  land,  and  the  farm  could  be  made  to  pay  every 
year  with  good  management. 

« 

"We  find  the  capacity  of  the  present  buildings  inadequate 
to  supply  room  for  all  the  insane,  and  that  in  many  counties 
of  the  State  insane  people  are  being  kept  in  jails  because  there 
is  not  room  for  them  in  the  hospital.  We  believe  there  should 
be  some  relief  along  this  line,  either  by  erecting  more  buildings 
at  Jackson,  or  at  Meridian.  We  find  that  some  repairs  are 
much  needed  on  some  of  the  buildings,  and  we  call  especial 
attention  to  the  need  of  sanitary  closets  in  all  the  wards. 

We  find  that  the  supply  of  milk  is  wholly  inadequate  to 
ST^pply  the  patients,  and  we  believe  this  should  be  looked  after, 
eitiier  by  putting  in  more  cows,  or  making  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements to  buy  a  sufficient  quantity  of  milk. 

Doctor  W.  W.  Smithson,  the  superintendent,  is  a  man  of 

splendid  business  capacity.  He  took  charge  of  the  hospital 
under  adverse  conditions  and  assumed  a  deficit  of  about  $33,- 
000.  He  at  ones  reduced  the  pa]rroll  by  discharging  a  number 
of  figureheads  who  were  not  needed  at  the  institution,  and  by 
good  business  management  and  close  economy  he  has  practic- 
ally paid  out  the  deficit,  and  also  greatly  improved  conditions 


at  the  hospital  since  our  investigation.  A  number  of  people 
were  discharged  by  him  during  our  investigation,  and  the  re- 
sult has  been  an  improvement. 

When  we  first  went  there  the  patients  were  not  being  fed 
as  well  as  they  should  have  been — ^the  food  was  not  well  cooked, 
and  it  had  frequently  happened  that  spoiled  meat  had  been 
served  to  the  inmates.  The  supper  meal  consisted  of  cold  light 
bread  and  molasses,  with  a  little  very  weak,  luke-warm  coffee. 
After  the  old  cook  was  fired  and  a  new  one  secured,  and  the 
old  steward  put  out  and  a  new  one  elected,  conditions  improved 
and  the  fare  has  been  far  better. 

Great  improvement  has  also  been  sliown  in  the  bncHness 

system  since  our  audit.  A  good  record  of  the  live  stock  is 
now  being  kept  and  a  record  of  the  store  room,  showing  juat 
how  much  clothing  u  sent  to  each  ward,  is  being  kept. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Downing,  who  succeeded  Mr,  Turley  asi  steward, 
and  is  now  holding  that  position,  is  a  good  business  man  and 
seems  fully  competent  in  eveiry  way  to  handle  the  business  side 

of  the  institution ;  and  we  believe,  also,  that  he  is  thoroughly 
honest. 

We  believe  that  our  investigation  of  this  institution  has 
-  resulted  in  great  good  in  saving  much  of  the  State's  money  and 
securing  better  treatment  for  that  poor  unfortunate  class  of 
people  who  must  lean  upon  the  charily  of  the  State  for  life  and 
protection. 

•  We  would  suggest  that  as  many  members  as  can  find  time 
to  do  so,  go  to  the  hospitid  and  look  over  the  situation.  Mr.  W. 
B.  King,  the  effioient  bookkeeper,  who  came  out  of  the  turmoil 
untarnished,  will  be  glad  to  show  you  his  books  and  the  im- 
provements that  have  been  made  since  we  made  the  audit. 
Others  there  will  be  glad  to  show  you  over  the  premises  and 
through  the  buildings. 

Our  accounting  of  this  institution  is  on  file,  and  we  would 
suggest  that  committees  passing  on  bills  affecting  the  institu- 
tion make  use  of  that  report  for  their  information. 


.  £AST  mSSISSIPPI  INSANE  HOSPITAL. 

Under  the  direction  of  your  Committee,  the  affairs  of  the 
East  Mississippi  Insane  Hospital,  at  Meridian,  were  carefully 
and  folly  checked  by  Aeeountant  B.  G.  Ctanch,  coTering  the 
period  from  July  1,  1909,  to  September  30,  1913,  inelnsive,  and 
it  affords  us  pleasure  to  report  to  yoa  that  all  cash  accounts 
were  aeenrately  and  elearly  aecouuted  for,  the  books  o£  ibe 
hospital  absolutely  agreeing  with  books  of  the  State  treasurer, 
and  with  the  records  of  banks  in  which  deposits  are  maintained. 

Before  visiting  this  institution  your  Oemmittee  was  in- 
formed of  various  and  sundry  phases  of  abuse  and  mismanage- 
Bwnt  im  ib»  part  of  tbose  in  angrily  with  reference  to  tbe 
treatment  of  patients,  the  purchasing  of  supplies,  etc.,  but,  <».  - 
their  oaths,  we  found  no  one  ready  to  fully  substantiate  these 
etoges^  so  f «r  as  tbe^praMat  in  efKBLcerBfed 

In  times  past,  some  of  the  trustees  have  sold  the  institution 
suppliea  lA  ente^gency  easea^  tot  the  pneiiee  B^eam  now  to 
have  been  abandoned.  In  no  ease,  however,  does  a  criminid 
intent  seem  to  have  been  involved  in  their  transactions,  and 
no  prosecution  were  by  us  ordered. 

l?he  present  Board  of  Trustees  buy  all  supplies  of  fifty 
dollars  and  up  thft>ugh  the  steward,  oA  competitive  bids,  and 
tiiere  was  no  sale  frojn  the  storeroom. 

It  is  freely  acknowledged  by  Doctor  J.  M.  Buchanan,  the 

very  efficient  superintendent,  that  occasional  mistreatment  of 
patients  during  his  long  and  continuous  administration  has  oc- 
curred ;  but  he  assures  us  that  such  conduct  on  Hie  part  of  em- 
ployes is  not  sanctioned  or  tolerated  by  him,  and  that  imme- 
diate dismissal  from  the  service  invariably  follows. 

Patients  at  the  East  Mississippi  Insane  Hospital,  unless  all 
evid^fiice  deceived  us,  get  plenty  of  well  cooked,  good,  whole- 
some food,  attd  physical^  tiley  look  aa  trett  ab  totMl  tetrntu^lf 


be  expected,  their  mental  condition  and  diseased  bodies  taken 
into  consideration. 

Land  was  purchased  a  few  years  ago  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  "farm  colony,"  but  soon  thereafter  it  was  cut  in 
twain  by  a  railroad,  and  it  is  not  now  deemed  suitable  for  th&t 
purpose.    This  land,  we  are  advised;  ean  be  advantageously 
sold,  and  other  land  better  suited  for  the  purpose  purchased, 
which  we  are  strongly  convinced  should  be  d<Hie.   Farm  and 
garden  work  is  healthful  and,  therefore,  very  helpful  to  those 
of  the  institution  who  are  able  to  work ;  and  ample  opportunity 
should  be  afforded  for  this  kind  of  profitable  exercise.  Even 
under  the  present  unafavorable  conditions  farm  operations  are 
fairly  satisfactory.   For  instance,  our  accountant  figures  from 
the  best  obtainable  information  that  from  July  1, 1912,  to  July 
1,  1913,  the  value  of  farm  and  garden  products  produced  was 
$10,332.10,  at  a  total  cost  of  $7,394.00,  or  a  net  profit  for  one 
year  of  $2,938.10. . 

Fruit  trees,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  do  not  seem  to  do  well  in 
that  soil,  and  for  that  reason,  and  possibly  for  the  further  rea- 
son of  lack  of  proper  care,  the  orchard  is  practically  valaelesK 

The  Superintendent  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  East 
Mississippi  Insane  Hospital  are  asking  for  two  cottages  to  cost 
Twenty-five  Thousand  Dollars  each ;  for  a  second  story  dining 
room,  "Cottage  E".  Two  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Dollars,  and 
a  coal  house,  cement  floor,  etc ,  Two  Thousand  Dollars,  all  of 
which  we  commend  to  your  consideration. 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  we  must  have  more  room  for  our 
insane.  There  is  hardly  a  jail  in  the  State  but  that  has  one 
or  more  adjudged  insane  persons  incarcerated  therein,  and  this 
condition  should  no  longer  be  allowed  to  exist.  The  erection 
of  these  cottages  will  permit  the  entrance  of  many  white  pat- 
ients from  the  jails  throughout  the  State,  and  the  transfer,  if 
it  is  thought  best,  of  many  white  patients  from  negro  wards  • 
in  the  asylum  at  Jackson,  thus  making  room  for  more  negroes 
in  thC'Jackson  hospital,  and  presierving  the  hospital  at  Meridian 
for  whites  only. 


mile,  as  a  role,  it  ia  improbable,  ytt  it  is  quite  poasible 
under  our  law  for  a  sane  person  to  be  lodged  in  one  of  our 
insane  hospitals ;  and  imagine,  if  you  can,  how  horrible  it  must 
be  to  be  wrongfully  committed  to  and  forcibly  detained  in  an 
insane  hospital.  WMle  not  posing  as  experts  on  mental  dis- 
easea  we  believe  we  have  found  one  or  more  eases  of  this 
character.  — 

A  number  of  years  ago  Mrs.  Alice  Shear,  of  Chicora,  Miss., 
was  committed  to  the  East  Mississippi  Insane  Hospital,  and 
there  she  remained  for  seven  long  years.  She  protested  from 
the  beginning  that  she  was  the  subject  of  a  great  wrong  and 
W(Hidered  by  what  authority  she  was  incarcerated.  After  her 
release  she  employed  a  detective  and  located  her  husband  in  a 
northern  State,  living  in  adultery  with  another  woman.  Both 
were  arrested,  she  sued  for  a  divorce  and  alimony  and  recov- 
ered both.  There  waa  never  a  jury  inquisition  as  to  her  sanity , 
and  she  requested  your  Committee  to  look  into  the  matter  for 
her  which  we  did  with  pleasure.  We  found  that  Mrs.  Shear 
was,  as  shown  by  ttra  papers  on  file,  regularly  committed  on 
affidavit  of  a  supposed  citizen  and  certificate  of  two  physi- 
cians, as  provided  for  by  law,  but  we  took  the  sworn  testimony 
of  the  available  physician,  and  he  pronounced  his  signature  a 
forgery,  said  that  he  had  never  seen  the  paper  before,  and, 
having  'known  Mrs.  Shear  for  a  long  time  prior  to  her  eom- 
■dtment  to  the  asylum,  aa  weU  aa  sinee,  stated  on  his  oath 
that  he  had  never  had  the  slightest  cause  to  suspect  her  of  in- 
sanity.  Doctor  Buchanan  believed  Mrs.  Shear  insane  because 
she  refused  to  eat  wh4n  brought  to  the  asylum,  aUeging  that 
she  was  afraid  of  poison;  but  Mrs.  Shear  says  the  fact  that  she 
is  alive  proves  that  she  did  eat,  but  that  she  was  so  non-plussed, 
humiliated  and  mortified  at  her  uncompanionable  environment, 
that  really  death  from  starvation,  or  any  oAer  cauM,  would 
have  been  preferable.  Your  Committee  believes  that  it  was,  m 
this  ease,  a  eold  and  deUbewrte  plan  on  the  part  of  the  hus- 
band, who  had  already  grossly  wronged  tho  wife»  to  VOtJa»r 
<mt  of  the  way,  that  his  unholy  lusts  might  be  gratified.  Mrs. 
Shear  is  a  woman  d  grace  vtA  refixement,  and  has  deserved 
much  better  at  the  hands  of  him  who  should  have  be»  hm 


—  ^  — 


and  protection.  We  are  of  the  opuiion  that  the  statute  of 
limitations  has  run  in  this  ease ;  but  somebody  should  be  made 
to  suffer  for  the  wrongs  inflicted,  and  we  have  laid  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Honorable  Digferiet  Attorney  of  Lauderdale 
county.  Conspirators  of  this  character  deserve  and  should  be 
shown  no  mercy,  if  possible  to  apprehend  them. 

There  are,  perhaps,  other  cases,  for  other  causes,  similar 
to  that  of  Mrs.  Shear,  and  we  believe  our  law»  should  be  made 
as  strong  on  this  point  m  is  possible  to  write  them. 


lEATTYS  HESSEE  HOSPITAL, 
Meiidiaii,  Mississippi 

This  institution  is  located  in  East  Mississippi,  at  Meridian, 
Lauderdale  county.  This  hospital  is  owned  by  local  philan- 
thropists, and  is  supported  in  part  by  the  State,  upon  condition 
that  the  town  of  Meridian  and  «^unty  of  Lauderdale  conlaibute 
two  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Considering  the  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  period 
of  our  investigation,  this  institution  appears  to  have  been 
well  managed,  and  is  administering  with  good  results  to  the 
cause  of  charity,  both  in  the  vicinity , where  located  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  State. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  certain  irregularities  listed  in 
Exhibit  IX.  of  our  accountant's,  Mr.  Lewis  E.  Crook's  report, 
and  the  practice  of  selling  goods  to  this  institution  by  certain 
officers  connected  therewith  (especially  in  one  instance,  where 
a*  large  portion  of  the  groceries  have  been  supplied  by  one  of 
the  Trustees.) 

In  the  accountant's  report  are  various  matters  of  infor- 
mation, concerning  the  number  of  patients  admitted,  etc. 

In  our  opinion,  the  room  for  patients  in  this  institution 


—  SB- 
is  inadequate,  and  some  provision  fthooLd  be  made  for  equip- 

ment,  repairs,  etc. 

We  heard  no  complaint  against  tliis  institution,  except  the 

matters  herein  mentioned. 


NATCHEZ  HOSPITAL 
Natchez,  WmAa^jL 

The  Natchez  Hospital  is  located  in  the  city  of  Natchez 
and  is  mainly  supported  by  the  State,  while  Adams  comity  and 
the  city  of  Natchez  are  obligated  to  contribute  to  its  siipport. 
For  years  this  hospital,  in  addition  to  treating  many  negroes, 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  charitable  work  for  poor  white  people 
who  were  unable  to  pay  for  treatment,  and  who  could  not 
have  afforded  to  pay  for  transportation  to  a  hospital  located 
at  a  distance,  thus  having  benefited  people  to  whom  it  is  the 
chief  desire  of  the  legislature  to  render  aid  in  maintaining 
snch  an  institntion/ 

The  Committee  met  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  hog- 
pital  and  discnseed  the  affairs  of  the  institution.  This  is  one 
of  the  few  boards  of  the  State's  institntions  that  has  not  vio- 
lated the  law  prohibiting  members  dealing  with  the  institu- 
tion of  which  they  are  trpstees,  and  against  whom  there  is  not 
the  slightest  charge  or  criticism;  bnt  their  unselfish  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  hospital  are  characteristic  of  theur  acts 
in  its  management. 

• 

One  of  the  problems  confronting  this  institution  is  the 
large  number  of  Louisiana  charity  patients  cared  for  by  it  an- 
nually. Mississippi's  charity  patients  have  been  cared  for  in 
such  numbers  by  Louisiana  and  other  States  that  it  makes' the 
situation  rather  delicate  to  handle.  However,  since  the  largest 
charity  hospital  in  Louisiana  has  passed  an  order  barring 
charity  patients  from  other  Stat(!s.  except  in  extreme  cases, 
we  think  it  well  to  pass  a  similar  order  with  regard  to  the 
Natchez  Hospital,  excepting  therefrom  those  Louisiana  towns 


a 


and  parishes  who  pay  at  the  beginning  of  'each  year  an  amount 
large  enough  to  cover  the  expenses  of  their  charity  patients, 
the  amount  in  each  case  to  be  based  on  the  records  of  the 
previous  year.  This  would  be  a  fair  and  equitable  adjustment 

.  of  the  matter  and,  in  addition,  maintain  the  cordial  relations 
between  the  two  Stat£ss. 

Prior  to  1912  the  appropriation  for  the  Natchez  Hospit£d 
had  been  $25,000  per  annum.  The  legislature  in  1912  cut  1^ 
annual  appropriation  to  $22,500.  This  reduction  has  caused  the 
hospital  to  be  now  carrying  an  overdraft  of  practically  $5,000. 
The  Committee  thoroughly  investigated  the  causes  of  this  over- 
draft and  weighed  most  carefully  all  of  the  facts  in  regard 
thereto,  after  which  we  are  convinced  that  the  overdraft  was 
unavoidable,  and  the  money  expended  was  for  the  unfortunate 
poor  and  the  cause  of  humanity.  For  that  reason,  we  strongly 
recommend  that  the  legislature  appropriate  an  amount  suf- 
ficient to  pay  this  overdri^  on  condition  that  the  authorities 
never  again  overdraw  without  first  obtaining  the  permission 
of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  legislature.  And  in  order 
to  avoid  conditions  requiring  an  overdraft,  or  cause  some  poor 
unfortunate  people  to  suffer  for  lack  of  funds,  we  think  that 
an  institution  of  this  size,  which  cares  for  as  many  patients  as 
it  does,  should  receive  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  each  year. 

The  main  building  is  old  and  out  of  date,  and  the  equip- 
ment is  not  modem,  but  the  superintendent.  Doctor  Dicks,  is 
making  a  great  success  with  the  hospital  in  spite  of  these  facts. 
It  would  be  somewhat  difficult  to  bestow  upon  Doctor  Dicks 
more  praise  than  he  deserves  for  the  services  he  renders  in 
this  position.  We  fila  herewith  the  report  of  Auditor  fi.  G. 
Granch,  which  we  comemnd  to  your  considerati<m. 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE  CHAEITY  HOSPITAL 

Jackson,  Mississippi 

The  Mississippi  State  Charity  Hospital  is  located  in  the 
city  of  Jackson,  is  a  comparatively  new  inatitution,  and  fills 
a  long-felt  want. 


Aa  accountmij;  of  tbis  institUition  was  made  by  B..  G. 
Cranch  &  Company,  due  report  of  which  was  certified  to  tis 
on  September  12,  1913,  and  we  are  plaased  that  all  of  the 
records  were  in  the  best  of  shape,  and  the  books  in  balance.  . 
Aecoimtant  Cruieh  suggested  a  few  changes  in  keeping  the  ac- 
counts of  thk  institntion,  and  we  are  informed  that  these  sug- 
gested changes  were  immediately  put  in  effect. 

Doctor  S.  H.  MeLean,  the  efficient  superintendent  of  this 

institntion  impresses  your  Committ(!e  that  he  is  truly  in  love 
with  his  work,  and  that  he  knows  how  to  do  it  He  is  a  very* 
skilled  surgeon,  a  praetition^  of  successful  experience,  and  is 
foU  of  energy.  His  sister.  Miss  Kathleen  McLean,  is  his  book- 
keeper, and  it  would  be  hiurd,  indeed,  to  find  her  superior  in 
a  like  service. 

•  1 

The  Mississippi  State  Charity  Hospital  is  solely  for  the 
poor,  except  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  every  one  who  enters 
there  for  treatment,  must  certify  that  he,  or  she,  is  not  able  to 
pay.  Doctor  McLean  tells  us  that  only  in  a  very  few  in- 
stances has  this  rule  been  broken,  and  that  it  has  never  been 
broken  to  the  detriment  of  a  charity  patient.  On  one  occasion 
he  admitted  a  patient  for  a  very  urgent  and  serious  surgical 
operation,  keeping  hnn  there  for  a  day  or  two*  and  charging 
him  the  sum  of  $150,  $75  of  which  he  afterwards  donated  to 
the  patient  <»i  learning  of  his  dissatisfaction  in  the  matt^. 
De^r  McLean  says  he  realizes  this  waft  ftoi  in  keying  with 
the  statute,  and  he  promises  never  to  do  so  again,  notwith- 
standing no  harm  resulted  to  the  institution  or  to  any  of  the 
patients  tiierein. 

At  the  time  of  our  investigation  of  this  institution  there 
were  being  treated  eighty-three  patients,  thirty-five  of  whom 
were  white,  and  forty-eight  negroes.  Questioned,  they  told  us 
they  were  tenderly  nursed,  and  cared  for  in  every  way  in  a 
very  agreeable  and  satisfactory  manner. 

We  congratulate  Mississippi  upon  the  good  management  of 
our  State  COiarity  Hospital  This  hoi^tal  will  a^  for  a  con- 


siderable  increase  in  apiHTopriatiou  this  year.  They  will  ask 
lor  a  material  increase  in  support,  and  will  aide  tiiat  m 
annex  be  built,  which  wiU  greatly  enlarge  the  capacity  for 
handling  patients.  It  is  a  matter  for  tiie  legisdatore  to  de- 
termine aa  to  whether  the  annex  sludl  be  built. 

The  report  of  Accountant  Cranch,  which  embraces  the 
dates  May  1,  1912,  to  August  31,  1913,  is  filed  herewith,  and 
we  commend  it  to  you  for  such  other  information  as  you  may 
desire. 


8TATS  OMAMITY  HOSPITAL  AIH>  OONFSDSEAZB 

AMHXX. 

VidksAmrg,  Mississippi 

The  Charity  Hospitid  and  Confederate  Ann^  at  Vieks- 
burg  are  separate  and  distinct  institutions,  and  each,  in  its 
place,  is  doing  a  good  work. 

We  appropriated  for  this  hospital  for  each  of  the  years 
1910,  1911,  1912  and  1913.  the  sum  of  $27,500;  and  we  give 
$2,500  annually  to  the  support  of  the  Confederate  Annex. 

An  accounting  of  these  institutions  was  made  and  com- 
pleted on  October  9,  1913,  by  L.  L.  Blount  and  W.  W,  Cole, 
special  auditon^  and  it  affords  your  C<Miuiiittee  pleaaore  to 
report  to  yon  that  no  cUserepancies,  errors  or  omissions  of  eon- 
sequence  were  discovered  by  them. 

Doctor  B.  B.  Martin,  the  superintendent  -of  the  hospital, 
sustains  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  surgeon,  not  only  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  but  throughout  the  aouth  and  the  nation 
at  wdl,  and  we  are  fortunate,  indead,  to  have  been  able  to 
secure  his  valuable  services.  Whether  requiring  medical  at- 
tention or  the  surgeon's  knife,  patients  in  the  Chiuity  Hospitid 
at  Yidnlniff .  are  weU  aad-sktllfully  cared  for. 

The  hospital's  available  balances  on  August  13,  1913— ^ 


the  audit  covering  the  period  from  July  1, 1911,  to  August  31, 
1913,  mclosive— w«re : 

From  State  appropriation  $  8,529.92 

iVom  City  of  Vieksburg    2,000,00 

From  Warren  County   •  2,000.00 

Making  a  total  with  which  to  round  oat  the  year  a£  $12,592.00 

The  hospital  is  neatly  kept,  inside  and  out,  and  all  em- 
ployees seem  efficient  and  attentive  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties. 

« 

We  visited  the  Confederate  Annex  and  found  everything 

in  order.  The  old  soldiers  had  plenty  to  eat  and  wear,  and 
seemed  reasonably  satisfied  with  their  surroundings.  Of  course, 
it  is  not  exactly  like  home  with  some  of  them,  but  they  are 
making  the  best  of  it,  and  are  thankful. 


KING'S  DAUGHTERS'  HOSPITAL  AND  TRAINING 

SCHOOL. 

Gttlfport,  MiflBarippL 

The  'King's  Daughters'  Hospital  and  Training  School  at 
Gnlfport  is  not  a  large  institution,  but  it  has  done  a  world  of 
gbod  for  that  section  of  the  State.  It  is  especially  helpful 
to  the  sailors  who  come  there  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
They  are  often  sick  when  landing  and  sonuetimes  get  hurt  on 
the  voyage,  and  it  is  well  for  us  that  we  have  a  nice  little 
hoi^ital  where  they  can  go  for  treatment.  This  hospital  is  not 
owned  by  the  State  and,  although  the  Governor  ^points  thrae 
trustees,  the  institution  is  not  controlled  by  them,  but  is  man- 
aged by  a  hospital  board  elected  by  the  King's  Daughters  Cir- 
cle. The  King's  Daughters'  Hospital  and  Training  School  was 
chartered  August  15,  1907,  has  no  capital  stock  and,  under  the 
charter,  is  allowed  to  receive  both  pay  and  charity  patients. 

For  some  weeks  before  onr  visit  to  Gnlfport  there  had  been 
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some  dissension  among  local  authorities  as  to  the  management 

J* 

of  tl^  hospitaL   The  trouble  seemed  to  have  originated  over ' 

the  feeling  of  some  of  the  doctors  that  the  head  nurse  or 

raperintendent  had  shown  some  favoritism  to  certain  doctors. 

The  nurse  who  had  been  so  accused,  however,  had  resigned 
and  left  before  our  yisit  to  the  hospital,  and  we  did  not  under- 
take to  ^o  back  and  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  ^ubla,  as  it 
seemed  to  be  settled  and  everything  promised  to  move  along 
smoothly  after  that.  Excepting  the  little  quarrel  that  had  come 
up  there,  the  hospital  had  been  well  managed,  so  far  as  we 
were  able  to  ascertain,  and,  so  far  as  we  know  it  is  being  well 
managed  now,  although  the  management  has  been  changed 
since  we  made  onr  invesligaticm. 

Fifteen  Thousand  Dollars  is  the  estimated  value  of  the  lot, 
building  and  equipment,  and  it  is  now  out  of  debt,  the  last  note 

having  been  paid  on  the  5th  day  of  August,  1913.  From  July 
1,  1912,  to  July  1,  1913,  there  were  treated  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  patients,  sixty-four  of  whom  were  chuity  patients. 
The  actual  cost  to  the  institution  of  treating  these  patients, 
as  figured  by  our  accountant,  Mr.  Jjewis  E,  Crook,  who  checked 
thei  books,  was  $105.93  a  mcoith,  or  $1,267.11  for  the  year.  Not^ 
withstanding  the  fact  that  only  this  amount  went  to  charity  . 
patients  the  institution  received  from  the  State  the  sum  of 
$2,000,  and  from  the  comity  of  Harrison  and  city  of  Gulfport 
$1,000,  or  a  total  of  $3,000,  all  of  which  the  law  specified  must 
be  used  for  charity.  It  is  evident,  however,  according  to  the 
figures  of  Mr.  Crook,  that  the  surplus  was  applied  to  pa3nng 
off  the  indebtedness  on  the  building  and  lot.  We  were  not  dis- 
posed to  criticise  this  transaction  harshly,  how  ever,  as  the  pay- 
roll of  the  hosiptal  is  quite  small,  made  possible  by  the  atten- 
tion and  help  given  the  institution  by  the  good  women  of  Gulf- 
port,  who  gave  freely  of  their  time  in  the  management  that  the 
payroll  may  be  kept  down.  They  use  the  head  nurse  as  the  su- 
perintendent, and  save  everything  possible.  Now,  that  the 
building  and  equipment  is  paid  for  and  the  institution  out  of 
debt,  they  will  not  need  quite  so  nmch  for  churity  work,  un- 
less it  is  their  purpose  to  enlarge  the  work  and  make  room 
for  more  patients* 
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The  books  an4  records  of  th«  hospital  w«*e  not  kept  m  R 
systematic  way,  but  all  iimds  collected  had  been  properly 
aaeofOBtod  for,  so  &r  m  our  a«oowit«iU;  w«8  aM»  to  ascortaiii  by 

the  meager  records  kept . 

We  believe  this  hospital  should  be  maintained,  not  alona 

for  the  people  of  that  section,  but  that  the  sailors  who  come 
from  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  our  shores  for  merchandise 
mdy  f «el  the  soft  hand  of  nvarey  and  eharity  when  sick  in  port. 

The  complete  audit  of  this  institution  covering  a  period  of 
over  three  years,  from  July  1, 1910,  to  October  1, 1913,  is  filed, 
and  will  give  in  proper  detail  all  the  facts  and  figures  for  the 
time  named  above. 


niBTITDTE  FOB  MUBUNB. 

Your  Committee's  i&vestigatioB  into  the  t^fmieB,  of  the  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  was  a  positive  pteasore  from  begianing  to 
end.  The  records,  in  some  instances,  were  a  little  crudely 
kept,  as  pointed  out  by  oar  very  offieient  aeeoimtant,  Mr. 
Lucius  L.  Blount,  but  there  was  absolutely  nowhere  to  be  seen 
the  least  sign  of  unwise  or  extravagant  expenditures  of  money, 
or  of  graft,  or  eamung,  or  dish^esty. 

Doctor  Curry,  the  capable  and  beloved  Superintendent  of 
the  Institute  for  tiie  Blind,  is  a  Ghrisliui  g<siitlemaB,  kind  and 
devoted  to  those  iu  his  eh,arge,  and  a  citizen  of  noble  purpose 
and  worth.  , 

'  a 

We  took  no  sworn  testimony  concerning  this  institution, 
for  we  had  no  cause  to  do  so ;  but  we  did  look  carefully  into 
all  the  buildings,  and  were  amased  to  find  sonra  of  th^m  so 
out  of  date,  and  the  main  bofldini^  so  really  ineouT^iant  and 
dangerous.  In  the  basement  of  this  main  building  is  located 
the  iadnstoial  deparbnent»-^e  work  shop,  nuUitraw,  broom 
factories  etc.,  where  much  eombufltfll>]e  mattrials  are  tieeMh 
sarily  f oimd  in  store.     There  is  no  place  else  for  these  wo^- 


shops,  and  yet  we  know  their  danger.  Should  a  fire  occur 
at  night,  the  general  plan  of  the  building  being  as  it  is,  it  is 
our  judgment  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  save  the  lives  o^£ 

all  those  precious  children,  and  we  shudd^  at  the  tiioi^;ht. 

Something  must  be  done.  Either  we  must  erect  an  industrial 
buildingi  disconnected  from  all  others,  or  we  must  dispose  of 
this  entire  splendid  property,  get  out  further,  and  erect  a  mod- 
ern building  suited  in  every  way  to  the  necessities.  We  rec- 
ommend the  latter.  The  present  location  of  the  Institute  for 
the  Blind  is  ideal,  for  residences,  and,  put  on  the  market  for 
residence  purposes,  we  believe  would  command  a  very  satis- 
factory, if  not  fancy -price.  Indeed,  we  believe  this  property 
can  be  sold  for  much  more  than  enough  to  build  and  equip  a 
modern  structure,  just  as  in  the  case  of  the  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  a  few  years  ago  and  the  balance  could,  and 
would,  of  course,  be  covered  into  the  State  Treasury.  The 
State  already  owns  plenty  of  nearby  land  for  this  purpose,  or, 
if  it  is  thought  best,  we  could  hold  the  land  now  owned  for 
other  purposes,  and  authorise  Ihe  Superint^dent  and  Boafd  of 
Trustees  to  purchase  such  other  property  as  in  their  judgment 
would  best  answer  the  purpose.  These  suggestions  are  ours ; 
they  did  not  *emanate  from  the  Superintendent,  or  the  Boan% 
of  Trustees,  but,  since  our  mention  of  the  plan  to  them,  they 
are  enthusiastic  in  its  support.' 

Go  see  these  buildings  for  yourselves,  gentlemen  of  the 
legislature,  talk  with  others  about  it,  and  see  if  you  do  not  ar- 

* 

rive  at  our  conclusions.    Let  us  arrange  for  the  Mde  of  these 

old  and  dangerous  buildings  and  the  building  of  a  new  anl 
safe  institution  for  the  helpless  blind  of  our  State. 

It  would  seem  too,  that  as  patriotic  ^Nlississippians,  who 
have  the  power  and  the  authority  to  do  it,  we  should  provide 
some  plan,  some  way,  whereby  tbe  youthful  negro  blind  of  omr 
commonwealth  might  be  cared  for,  and  so  eiueated  that  they 
would  not  be  a  charge  upon  society  in  their  mature  years.  The 
proper]^  trained  and  educated  Mind  never  beg,  but  become 
useful  and  self -supporting  citizens.  Regardless  of  color, 
therefore,  we  should  extend  a  chance  for  usefulness  and  good 
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citizenship  to  every  helpless  blind  boy  and  girl  in  our  good 

State. 

Think  on  these  things,  and  let  us  get  to  them  as  men ! 


DfiPARTMSNT  OF  AOEICULTUBE. 

This  Department  is  only  seven  years  old,  but  in  that  short 
time  has  attained  great  prominence  in  the  affairs  of  state.  It 
was  created  for  the  benefit  of  the  f armiers,  who  constitute  more 
titan  eight-tenths  of  the  entire  population  of  Mississippi. 

A  full  and  complete  investigation  of  the  Department  was 

gone  into  and  the  funds  were  found  intact  and  correctly  han- 
dled. There  were  a  few  slight  inaccuracies  in  the  fertilizer 
registrations,  but  these  were  explained  to  the  complete  satis- 
faction of  the  Committee.  Hon.  H.  E.  Blakeslee  and  his  as- 
sistants were  willing  and  anxious  to  explain  everything  in 
eonneetion  with  th^  work  done. 

We  are  glad  to  mention  the  fact  that  this  Department  did 
not  nse  all  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  its  use  by  the  legis- 
lature, but  will  leave  eight  or  nine  thousand  dollars  in  the  State 
Treasury  untouched.  This  is  an  evidence  that  the  affairs  have 
been  handled  in  an  economical  manner. 

The  volume  of  business  transacted  in  the  Agrii3»iltural  De- 
partment is  much  larsrer  than  is  generally  supposed,  and  is 
getting  larger  at  a  rapid  rate.  It  is  a  complicate!  business 
that  requires  tact  and  ability  to  handle  correctly;  but  our 
auditors  reported  that  they  could  not  make  a  sn«j;.^tioii  that 
would  improve  upon  the  system  adopted,  and  the  bookkeejang 
used. 

Y7e  would  especially  call  attention  to  the  rooms  now  used 
by  lhi£  Department  as  being  fearfully  inadequate.  They  are 
;*cattered  here  and  there,  on  three  floors  of  the  Capitol  Build- 
ing, where  a  little  spare  space  can  be  found,  with  a  large  quaa- 


t 


—  45  — 

■ 

tity  of  material  stacked  on  the  lower  floor  under  the  stair- 
way.    There  is  just  need  for  better  quarters  for  such  an  im- 
,I>orta]it  departm^^t. 

The  State  live  stock  work  is  really  under  the  supervision 

of  the  Commissioner  of  Agrienlture  as  chairman  of  the  board, 

and  we  are  in  fairness  compelled  to  say  that  good  results  have 
been  shown  during  the  past  two  years.  We  are  gratified  to 
know  that  one-hi^f  of  tiie  State  has  been  ridded  of  the  tick 
parasite  and  placed  above  the  quarantine  line. 

The  Commissioner  of  Agrienltnre  has  helped  comities  and 

districts  in  the  work  of  road  improvement  since  the  office  was 
made,  although  not  charged  by  law  with  that  duty.  This  has 
been  one  of  the  bert  works  for  the  benefit  of  farmers  lliat  has 

been  performed,  and  we  believe  that  it  is  time  for  the  State  to 
encourage  this  movement  in  a  substantial  manner. 

The  feed  and  fertilizer  laws  were  passed  for  the  protection 
of  the  farmer,  and  our  investigation  reveals  the  fact  that  they- 
have  been  effectively  enforced.     There  is  evidence  of  an  eeo* 
nomical  handling  of  the  matter   in  the    investigation  of  *the 
moneys  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

^  There  is  complaint  at  the  quality  of  coal  oil  sold  for  illnm- 
inating  purposes  in  the  State ;  and  we  recommend  that  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  be  charged  wit  hthe  duty  of  inspect- 
ing same.  Our  information  is  that  Mississippi  is  the  only 
State  in  the  South  without  such  a  law,  and  it  is  possible  that 
oil  condemned  in  other  states  is  sent  here  for  use. 

We  commend  the  activity  of  the  Commissioner  in  operating 
farm  and  live  stock  trains  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers,  and 
at  such  small  expense  to  the  State. 

We  endorse  the  establishment  of  a  Bureau  of  Markets,  to 
be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Agricultural  Department.  The 

farmers  need  nothing  more  than  help  at  this  particular  time 
in  finding  markets  for  the  crops  they  are  able  to  produce.  The 
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boU  weevil  has  forced  them  to  raise  other  things  besides  cot- 
ton, with  inefficient  methods  of  marketing. 

We  believe  the  wealth  producer  is  the  most  important  asset 

of  the  State  and  should  be  encouraged  along  the  line  of  his 
activities  and  protected  in  proportion  to  the  necessities  of  his 
avocation. 

For  information  relating  to  receipts  and  disbursements,  ^ 
see  accountant's  reports. 


DELTA  EXPERIMENT  STATION, 
Stoneville,  Mississippi. 

Under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Owen,  Ellis  and  Evans,  Sub- 
Committee,  the  accounts  of  the  Delta  Experiment  Station,  locat- 
ed at  Stoneville,  were  fiudited  by  the  L.  L.  Blount  Audit  Com- 
pany of  Jackson.  The  period  of  this  audit  was  from  1904,  the 
-  date  of  its  establishment,  to  June  30, 1913. 

No  books  of  record  were  kept  by  Assistant  Director  Fox 
during  his  administration  of  affairs  at  this  station,  other  than 
.  what  were  kept  by  the  Secretary  of  the      &  M.  College ;  there- 
fore, the  accountants  *  checked  receipts  and  disbursements, 
Irhich  were  found  to  correspond  with  the  books  as  kept. 

^e  accounts  of  Assistant  Director  C.  B.  Widker  were  in 

good  condition,  and  moneys  accounted  for,  except  as  noted  in 
accountant's  report,  which,  in  our  opinion,  were  due  to  errors 
and  omissions* 

ft 

An  adequate  system  of  bookkeeping  was  recommended  and 
install^  by  our  accountants  for  this  station. 

This  station  contains  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres  of 
land,  valued  at  $25,900,  and  personal  property  valued  at  $19,- 
535.  ^e  land  of  this  farm,  being  in  what  is  known  as  the  Mis- 


sissippi Delta,  k  vety  Untile,  and  yields  large  enpt,  notwith- 
standing the  lossM  incidental  to  experim^ital  farming. 


HOU.T  aPRINOS  BRANCK  KXPERDKENT  STATIM. 

EitHfy.  ipriBgi,  MiiMBippi 

Under  /the  special  direction  of  Committeeman  Owen,  the 
Holly  Springs  Branch  Experiment  Station  was  carefully  check- 
ed by  Mr.  L.  L.  Blount,  as  speeial  auditor  of  ^e  L.  L.  Blount 
Audit  Company^  of  Jackson,  the  midit  embracing  the  dates 
July  1, 1911,  to  June  30, 1913. 

This  station  is  located  withm  a  mile  of  HoUy  Springs,  in 
the  northern  section  of  th'e  State,  and  its  establishment  and  hia- 
tory  is  well  known  to;members  of  the  l&g^lature.  Mr.  0.  T.  Ames 
ia,  and  has  been  for  years,  in  charge  of  the  Holly  Springs 
Braneh  Experiwant  Statimiy  aa  asnatant  direetor,  and  Misus- 
sippi  has  not  a  better  man  for  the  place  than  he  is.  He  is  not 
only  careful  and  full  of  ensrgy^  but  he  knowa  how,  asad  he  is 
bringing  things  to  pass  in  his  experimentations. 

Not  a  shadow  of  fraud  or  graft  was  discovered  in  the  audit  . 

oi  this  station,  though  it  was  found  that  a  few  hundred  dollars 
was  due  it  on  aeeount  of  dairy  sales,  steps  for  the  ooUeeticm  of 
which  were  immediately  taken. 

A  better  and  more  complete  system  of  bookkeeping  was 
recommoided  by  Audited  Blount^  and  immediate  isiUUmL  hyt 

* 

Director  Ames. 

For  a  further  and  more  detailed  report  of  the  Holly 
Springs  Branch  Experiment  Station,  we  refer  you  to  the  Audi- 
tor's report,  whieh  ia  filed  herewith  and  made  a  part  hereof. 
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WSSISSIFPI  AGRICULTURAL  &  VEXMMXIOAL  COLLEaS 

Starkville,  Mississippi 

The  Mississippi  Agricnlttiral  and  Meehanieal  College, 
founded  in  1880,  and  located  near  Starkville,  in  Oktibbeha 
county,  is  without  doubt,  the  greatest  school  of  its  kind  in  the 
entire  south,  and  its  influenee  and  ben^ts  in  educational  citi- 
zenship belts  the  globe. 

Under  the  direction  of  jour  committee  a  thorough  audit  of 
this  great  institution  was  made  by  Accountant  Lewis  E.  Crook, 
covering  a  period  of  two  years,  July  1, 1911  to  June  30,  1913, 
inclusive,  and  this  audit,  we  are  proud  to  say,  disclosed  no  evi- 
dence of  fraud  or  embezzlement,  though,  very  naturally,  there 
were  discovered  some  errors  and  irregularities^  many  of  which 
have  been  satisfactorily  explained  away  by  President  High- 
tower,  and  others,  when  it  is  considered  that  seventy  depart- 
ment accounts  are  carried  on  ledgers  in  the  secretary's  office, 
and  that  these  ledger  accounts  are  supported  by  more  than  fifty 
thousand  vouchers  for  tiie  period  covered  by  the  audit,  and 
that  «very  one  of  these  vouchers  were  scrutinized  and  checked 
by  Mr.  Crook,  the  immensity  of  his  work  may,  in  a  measure, 
be  comprehended. 

The  volume  of  receipts  for  the  biennial  period  is  stagger- 
ing, to-wit;  $1,312,853.40,  exclusive  of  $122,855.67  for  fertilizer 
tags,  which  really  makes  a  grand  total  of  $1,435,709.07,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  direct  remittances  to  the  state  treasury  from 
the  three  branch  Agricultural  Experiment  Stations.  As  to 
actual  cash  handled,  however,  our  accountant  directs  our  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  these  figures  are  misleading,  on  account 
of  journal  entries  or  transfers  of  charges  and  credits  for  ser- 
.  vice  from  one  department  to  another  appearing  in  samp  column 
with  cash  items  on  cash  book,  a  practice  to  be,  if  not  already, 
corrected. 

Receipts  for  actual  cash  for  the  years  1912-1913,  however, 
were: 


State  appBopxdatioBS  . ...   .$238,771.18 

Federal  appropriations  . . .   ft7,163.02 

Students,  less  student  labor   111,323.52 

Departments  (estimated)   30,000.00 


 $447,257.72 


]\Iany  of  the  several  and  distinct  departments  of  thi»  in- 
stitution receive  money  for  their  products  from  other  sources 
than  students,  and  all  of  this  money  is  supposed  to  be  turned 
into  the  secretary's  office  immediately  upon  its  receipt.  We 
do.  not  doubt  that  this  is  done,  though  very  f  e\^  of  these  dis- 
tinctive departments  were  ever  audited  before. 

In  1910,  $876.42  was  lost  to  the  institution  from  the  dairy 
•  department  on  account  credit  sales  and  general  bad  business 
management.  We  are  convinced,  also,  that  even  now  students 
/  are  charged  for  dairy  products  more  than  their  cost  of  produc- 
tion, and  we  do  not  believe  that  should  be  so. 

The  Agricultaxial  Experiment  Station,  superintended  by 
Professor  E.  R.  Loyd,  is  entirely  sustained  by  Federal  appsop- 
riation,  and  was  not  checked  by  Mr.  Grook  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  regularly  audited  by  Federal  authorities.  However, 
your  Committee  looked  thoroughly  into  the  affairs  of  this  sta- 
tion, and  we  are  pleased  with  aU'we  saw  there. 

Since  the  legislative  session  of  1912,  consent  has  been 
given  by  a  majority  of  legislators,  and  splendid  concrete  walks 
have  been  built.  .  This  was  a  very  maek  needed  improvement 
and  adds  incalculably  to  the  comfort,  convenience  and  appear- 
ance of  tile  college  campus^ 

secretary  and  his  cferical  force  are,  without  doubt,^ 
capable  and  efficient.  The  secretary  is  under  &  Ten  Thousand 
Dollar  bond,  and  he  also  holds  the  cashier  responsible  under  a 
Two  Thousand  Dollar  bond.  The  college  depositories,  to-wit : 
Merchants  and  Farmers  Bank,  Security  State  Bank  and  tiie< 
People's  Saving  Bmak,  aft  <^9llaiE^,  are  also  substantiMfy' 


—  so- 
bonded.    This  woidd  seem  wise,  and  we  give  it  our  unqualified 
commendation. 

Th-e  fees  charged  students  of  the  A.  &  M.  college  do 
not,  on  their  face,  seem  arbitrary,  unjust  or  exorbitant;  yet, 
we  find  an  accumulation  on  this  account  on  July  1,  1913,  of 
$8,316.63.  This,  you  will  understand,  is  the  accumulation  of 
years,  and  is,  perhaps,  not  only  not  unwise  but  commendable, 
in  that  cash  purchases  of  necessaries  may  always  be  made  with- 
out extra  or  sp^eeial  assessments. 

The  stude?it  enrollment  for  the  session  of  1911-1912  was 
1,219,  with  an  average  attendance  of  851.  The  enrollment  for 
the  session  of  1912-1913  was  1,150  with  an  average  attendance 
^  gU^^^^  falling  off  in  both  the  enrollment  and  average 

att^danee. 

« 

The  average  cost  per  month  to  students  for  the  session  of 


1911-1912  was: 

Board  ^  If 

Laundry  

Heat,  water  and  light  '  '■•^ 


Or  a  total  of  •  ^ 

On  the  same  account  for  1912-1913 : 

Board  *  •  

Laundry   j'^- 

Heat,  water  and  light  •,  


Or  a  total  of  •  ^^'^^ 


an  advance  of  eighty-five  cents  per  month,  chargeable  to  thc^ 
fact  that  better  food  was  served  and  better  service  rendered. 

The  total  permanent  improvements  for  1911-1912  were 
$56  221.76 ;  and  for  1912-1913,  $15,648.04^  total  for  the  two 
years  of  $101,869.80. 

A  corrected  summary  of  the  itemized  inventories  of  the 
property  of  the  college  on  June  30, 1913,  totals  as  follows : 
Farm  and  grounds,  buildings,  librarids,  apparatus, 
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machinery,  fnmiture,  live  stock,  miscellaneous 

equipment,  etc   .$1,149,680.68 

For  the  experiment  station ;  buildings,  library,  ap- 
paratus, machinery,  furniture,  live  stock,  mis- 
cellaneous equipment,  etc.   78,054.35 

iFor  McNeil  Branch  Experiment  Station   29,106.86 

For  Holly  Springs  Branch  Experiment  Station. .  29,216.80 

For  Delta  Branch  Experiment  Station    39,534.00 

A  grand  total  of   $1,325,492.69 

There  seems  to  be  but  little  interest  manifest^  in  the  Tex- 
tile Department,  and  we  are  informed  that  without  a  very 
much  larger  appropriation  out  of  which  to  pay  student  labor 
we  might  as  well  abandon  this  phase  of  education  at  the  col- 
lege. It  is  the  judgment  of  your  committee  that  it  would  not 
be  wise  to  undertake  to  maintain  this  department  if  we  shall 
have  to  pay  salaries  to  those  who  might  be  induced  to  take  np 
that  study.  If  it  is  thought  wise  or  deemed  expedient  to  aban- 
don this  class  of  instruction,  the  Textile  Building,  which  is  a 
magnificent  one,  might  be  converted  at  smaU  cost  into  a  donw^ 
tory,  or  for  some  other  purpose,  as  needed. 

The  college  store  room,  which  was  never  really  intended 
to  be  used  as  such,  is  totally  inadequate  in  every  way  for  th» 
purposes  for  which  it  is  needed,  and  should  be  given  over  to 
other  purposes.  We  recommend,  therefore,  the  erection  along 
the  right  of  way  of  the  spur  track,  of  a  substantial  brick  store 
house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  college,  to  cost  not  exceed- 
ing  Five  Thousand  Dollars.  This  amount  of  money  should,  and 
will,  if  wisely  spent,  erect  a  building  in  every  way  suited  to 
the  necessities. 

Honorable  George  R.  Hightower,  president  of  the  Missis- 
sippi AgriculturiU  and  Mechanical  Ck>llege  since  the  summer  of 
1912,  impresses  your  Committee  most  favorably  as  a  man  of 
•executive  and  administrative  ability,  and  we  express  the  hope 
and  cherish  the  expectancy  that  the  institution  shall  greatly 
grow  in  usefulness  under  his  wise  and  painstaking  administrar 
tion. 
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A  copy  of  our  accoimting  is  filed  herewith,  to  which  we 
refer  ycra  for  further  Information  eonceming^  this  college. 

OOLOGICAL  SX7KVST.  , 

The  department  of  the  Geological  Snrvey,  Doctor- B.  N. 
Lowe,  director,  was  checked  by  Auditor  Lewis  E.  Crook,  the 
saMt  embracing  14ie  dates  February  1,  1909,  to  December  10, 

1913.  inclusive. 

The  State  appropriations  for  the  department  have  been : 

P5oP  190&   ^»0Q0 

For  1909  •  3»000 

For  1910        6'^^^ 

For  1911  •••  ^000 

For  1912   ^'^^ 

For  1913  4,750 

and  8  eanefnl  cheek  o£  every  voucher  discloses  tiie  fact  that 
very  few  errors  were  made.  Bi  fact,  on  a  reconciliation  of 
these  small  errors,  on  under  and  over-payments,  less  than  one 
dollar  is  left  to  the  credit  of  tite  nndei^pud  column  for  the 
full  five  years,  which  is,  indeed,  a  remarkabler  record.  The 
only  other  errors  discovered  were  one  dollar  in  the  footings  of 
ihe  1911  disbnrsemtuts  on  the  auditor's  ledger,  and  a  certain 
four  dollar  warrant  was  passed  to  the  wrong  fund  in  1913,  both 
"  of  which  have  been  corrected. 

Our  accountant  reports  to  us  that  the  authority  for  all 
these  disbursements  caused  him  less  trouble  than  in  any  other 
department  he  had  investigated,  a  compliment?  within  itself  to 
the  department  of  the  Geological  Survey. 

STATE  SUPERINTENinENT  CfF  VDVOAIXOW. 

The  office  of  State  Si:q?ermtendent  of  Education,  Honora- 
ble J.  N.  Powers,  superintendent,  was  audited"  under  onr  di- 
rection by  Mr.  Lewis  E.  Crook,  covering  the  following  periods, 
t4>-wit: 
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Summer  Normal  fund  from  August  1,  1907,  to  Decemb^ 
31, 1913. 

Traveling  expeuses  of  superintendent,  1910  through  1913. 
Text  Book  Commission  for  1910. 
School  Improvement  Association  for  pi2-1913. 
For  the  periods  of  accounting  covered  the  receipts  for  the 
Summer  Normal  fund  show : 

From  appropriations   $31j565.?9 

-From  fees  and  interest    14185.06 

Making  a  total  received  of  $45,750.85 

Disbursements  £r<Mm  this  fund  have  been   45,097.15 

Leaving  a  balance  unexpended  of  $.  653.72 

Appropriations  for  traveling  eiq^nat^  for  the  yean 

1910.191S  irere  $  2,200.00 

And  expenditures  have  been  ,  2,197.88 

i  t 

Leaving  to  the  credit  of  this  account  vm.  unexpended 

balance  of  $  2.12 

The  legislature  of  1910  approfmated  for  the  use  of 

the  Text  Book  Commission  $  2,000.00 

And  it  appears  thift  there  has  been  expended   1,828.25 

.  Thus  teaving  to  Uie  credit  of  lliis  fund  $  171.75 

For  traveling  expenses  of  State  Organizer  School  Improve- 
ment Association,  we  appropriated  in  1912  the  sum  of  $1,200, 
$600  of  which  was  used  by  Miss  Susie  V.  Powell  in  1912,  and 
up  to  December  1, 1913,  she  had  e^>ended  for  that  year  $517.92, 
leaving  a  then  balance  of  $82.08. 

Good  work  has  unquestionably  been  accomplished  by  this 
association  and  Miss  Powell  is  certainly  a  very  superior  wom- 
an for  the  position  she  occupies. 

^The  Departm-ent  of  Education  sustains,  perhaps,  a  closer 
relation  to  the  great  body  of  the  citizenship  of  our  State 
than  any  other  department  of  State  government,  and  should 
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be  amply  cared  for  by  us;  Mr.  Powers,  the  superintendent,  is 
•eminently  qualified,  in  head  and  heart,  for  a  discharge  of  the 
official  duties  that  devolve  upon  bim,  and  under  his  valued  ad- 
ministration we  are  making  rapid  strides  educationally. 

Let  strictest  economy  be  practiced,  but  if  we  are  to  be  real- 
ly liberal  toward  any  interest  of  the  State,  let  it  be  toward 
that  of  the  Department  of  Educatiqn. 


ATTQBNEY  OENEBAL.  . 

The  office  of  Honorable  Ross  A.  Collins,  Attorney  General 
for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  audited  by  Mr.  Lewis  B. 
Oook,  covering  the  period  from  the  beginning  of  his  term 
of  office  up  to  and  including  December  29,  1913,  and  all 
^uchers  for  the  disbursements  of  appropriations  were  found 
to  be  correct  and  in  good  shape,  except  for  a  few  slight  dis- 
crepencies  in  eases  of  items  supporting  warrants,  which  were 
some  times  a  little  in  excess,  and  some  times  a  little  less  than 
shown  on  face  of  the  warrant.  However,  on  the  whole,  and 
after  a  reconciliation  of  all  these  discrepencies,  it  was  found 
that  the  attorney  general  has  advanced  the  sum  of  $77.44,  the 
apprppriations  having  been  expended,  this  $77.44  having  been 
advanced  in  excess  of  the  amounts,  withdrawn  from  the  treas- 
ury. 

During  his  incumbency  in  office  as  Attorney  General,  Mr. 
Collins  has  instituted  in  the  proper  courts  numerous  suits 

of  importance  and  far-reaching  effect,  a  favorable  determina- 
tion of  which  will  mean  much  to  the  people  of  Mississippi,  and 
we  congratulate  our  State  upon  having  a  man  as  our  chief  law 
officer  who  is  so  really  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  people  rather 
than  those  of  the  special  interests,  a  man  who,  without  fear  or 
favor,  stands  for  the  law  as  he  understands  it  to  be  written 
upon  our  statute  books. 

A  full  aeeounting  of  this  office  is  filed  with  this  report 


and  made  a  part  hereof,  and  we  eommend  it  to  you  for  mek 

information  and  consideration  as,  in  your  judgment,  it  may 
rightfully  demand.  , 


THE  MISSISSIPPI  OYSTEB  COMMSSION. 

CKilf|ioartk  BEiBgisBippi. 

The  books  and  records  of  the  Oyster  Commission  were 
cheeked  up  by  Lewis  B,  Crook,  and  the  check  covered  a  period 
of  two  years  from  September  1,  1911  to  September  1,  1913. 
The  books  were  found  to  be  in  good  shape  and  all  expenditures 
supported  by  proper  vouchers  on  file.  Concerning  the  expen- 
diture of  funds  the  accountant  says: 

"This  board  has  been  self-sustaining  in  that  it  had  un- 
expended balances  over  and  above  operations  in  the  sum  of 
$36.28  and  $229.31  on  September  1,  1912,  and  September  1, 

1913,  respectively,  without  receiving  any  appropriation  from 
the  State." 

•  The  record  shows  that  from  September  1,  1911,  to  Septem- 
ber 1,  1912,  the  commission  collected  revenue  on  221010  bar- 
rels of  oystera  at  3c  a  barrel,  $6,720.43;  and  from  September 
1,  1912,  to  September  1,  1913,  the  same  on  323,380  barrels  at 
2c  a  barrel,  making  $9,701.14.  Other  revenues,  such  as  li- 
censes from  boats  and  shippers  and  eanners  brought  the  totals 
to  $9,899.43  for  the  year  ending  September  1,  1912,  and  $10,- 
985.77  for  the  year  ending  September  1,  1913. 

The  secretary  of  the  commission,  Mr.  F.  S.  Hughes,  Jr.,  is 
a  very  competent  msua,  and  seems  to  give  close  attention  to  his 
business.  Great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  oyster  reeta 
within  the  past  few  years,  and  much  that  was  formarly  barren 
territor)'  is  now  yielding  good  crops  of  oysters.  The  commis- 
sioners think  it  would  be  well  to  lease  the  barren  waters  to 
individuals  for  a  term  of  years  and  require  them  to  plant  and 
cultivate  the  reefs  and  take  all  the  chances  for  success  or  fail 
uret  It  is  our  opinion,  however,  that  this  is  a  matt^  ^at  l^e 
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if 

legislatnvte  lAcmld  lum^  ^th  great  cai^e,  md  if  tlie  leaseigi  «pe 

grautedi  be  «ure  that  l^e  eontracts  are  so  safe-guarded  that  it 

will  not  permit  a  few  large  owners  of  boats,  or  a  few  men  of 

large  means,  to  monopriue  the  oyster  business  to  the  detriment 
of  the  small  fisher  who  makes  his  living  with  skiff  and  tongs. 

In  deciding  this  question  of  leasing,  it  is  simply  to  decide 
the  question  of  whethier  the  iSltate  wiU  j^ant  the  barren  lands 
and  keep  the  reefs  open  to  all,  or  will  concede  that  right  to  a 
few  individuals  who  wiU  be  required  to  plant  the  reefs  without 
<expe]ise  to  the  State  and  tben  be  given  the  owiiership  of  the 
they  plant  for  a  term  of  years,  to  be  set  out  in  a  con- 
tract, at  the  end  of  which  the  reefs  so  planted  would  revert 
tp  the  State  and  beeonre  the  commaxi  pnxperly  iif  aJl.  Xt  is 
simply  to  decide  the  policj  of  the  State^  and  should  be  given 
careful  consideration. 


JUDOB  PAUL  B.  JOBKSOII. 

Charges  were  filed  with  the  Committee  against  Judge  Paul 
B.  Jcdmson  of  the  ^mnOircuit  Coui:t  Disteict,  who  resides 
Hi  the  e^y  of  Htffctiesbnrg.  It  was  ^arg^  th«t  he  Iwd  been 
partial  in  his  rulings,  unfair,  tyrannical,  and  abusive ;  that  he 
had  used  the  prestige  of  his  position  to  advance  his  own  in- 
lierests  and  int^esfas  of  oilers  foien^y  to  hka,  «tc.  As 
soon  as  Judge  Johnson  was  apprised  of  the  fact  that  charges 
had  been  filed  against  him  he  immediately  asked  for  a  full 
and  complete  heaa-big,  and  we  arrax^^ed  to  ^  to  Hsltieslrarg, 
and  at  his  request  we  held  the  hearing  at  the  court  house,  with 
the  doors  <^n  to  all  who  cared  to  attend.  Public  announce- 
ment was  made  m  the  ovlset  that  idl  who  knew  anything 
against  Judge  Johnson,  or  could  in  any  way  give  evidence  to 
establish  tiie  chunges  against  him,  would  be  accoi^ed  a  hear- 
ing. We  exammed  more  Him  a  hvsdmd  Mid  twcfnly-fNre 
resenative  citizens  of  his  district,  consisting  of  people  from 
every  walk  of  life.  We  put  all  witnesses  under  oath,  and  in- 
qifired  as  islosely  as  posnble  into  «]1  tlie  dterges  that  kad  been 
made  agi^t  him. 


^  I  ii^r^fit^'Ifc.g*^  --  ...» 


■*- 
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We  fouud  that  he  had  been  intemperate  in  the  use  of 
wonds  in  ifiUarjcing  seme  of  Jus  iuraes,  iaod  Hm^  be  had  mr 
diwsred;  in  «  few  tranttaetioiis,  but  we  were  utterly  unaMe 
to  establish  by  sworn  testimony  that  he  had  been  corrupt,  un- 
iiwt  -or  tyramiieal  as  a  jud^.  or  (that  lie  had  been  immoral  m 
A  ToaxL.  We  failad,  therefere,  to  find  anything  upon  which  to 
base  a  charge  against  him  before  the  legislature,  and  he  was 
«o  Boti&ed  within  itwo        a£ker  our  heanmg  ww  closed. 

* 

It  appeared  that  he  had  rigidly  enforced  the  law  against 
ibliod  tigieo's  and  <other  charadi^rs  of  crime  in  Im  distri^, 
«iid  we  xeatiy  iouad  maek  m  ittdge  Johnseii  to  adcaire,  fmd 
much  in  his  administration  to  commend. 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE  NORMAL  COLUIGE. 

Hattiesburg;,  Mississippi 

It  so  happened  that  the  Mississippi  State  Normal  College  at 

Hattiesburg,  had  been  cheeked  fully  by  Lewis  E.  Crook  just 
before  we  began  our  work  and  he  found  everything  to  be  in 
good  shape.  The  college  having  been  checked  by  Mr.  Crook, 
who  was  afterwards  employed  by  the  committee,  we  felt  that 
it  would  be  useless  to  check  it  again.  Mr.  Crook  loan^  us 
his  file  copy  of  the  check  he  made  of  the  college  and  went 
-  over  it  with  us,  and  we  were  fully  satisfied  that  it  was  all 
right.  The  Committee  as  a  whole  did  not  visit  the  Normal,' 
but  a  snb-eomBBdttee  en  route  to  MeNeil  stopped  o^  there  and 
made  SMne  inspections  and  found  everything  to  be  in  fine  con- 
dition. The  Normal  College,  in  our  opinion,  is  filling  a  long 
Mt  want  in  tfau  State,  and  is  doing  si^endid  work  UKter 
liie  presidency  of  Professor  Joe  Cook,  one  of  the  ablest  educa- 
tors in  the  South.  Associated  with  him  is  a  faculty  of  conse- 
.«nited  and  *ble  teacheiB  and  back  of  him  is  the  "^ttieabiirg 
S^timent,"  which  is  indeed  a  fine  support.  The  people  of 
Hattiesburg  and  Forrest  county  have  been  exceedingly  liberal 
im  tkteir  donataons  to  tius  sqslaidid  Mistifeaticm,  kaving  pre- 
sented to  the  State  buildings  and  grounds  worth  more  than 
a  quarter  of  million  dollars. 
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The  cost  of  attending  the  college  is  very  reasonable;  the 
onlf  fee  is  five  dollars  for  matrieulation,  and  the  board  oa  the 
co-operative  plan  averaged  About  $8.32  for  the  first  year.  They 
will  ask  for  some  new  buildings  and  improvements.  Whether 
they  shall  be  given  the  additional  room  and  new  buildings  . 
must  be  decided  by  the  legislature  in  declaring  its  policy  as 
to  whether  this  character  of  education  will  be  supplied  to  all 
who  will  take  it,  or  whether  the  eoUege  will  be  limited  in  ca- 
pacity for  at  least  a  few  years.  The  Mississippi  Normal  Col- 
lege is  designed  especially  to  prepare  teachers  for  the 
rural  schools  of  the  State.  A  complete  copy  of  Mr.  Crook's 
report  on  this  institution  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
trustees  to  the  legislature. 


IKtAF  AND  DUMB  INSTITUTE. 

Jackson,  Mississippi. 

The  acconntimts  employed  by  the  Inv^tigating  Committee 

to  audit  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  spent  an  unusually  long  time  on  this  work,  and  filed 
a  very  elaborate  report,  not  all  of  the  luirrative  part  of  which 
the  Committee  adopts  as  a  part  of  our  report,  but  the  same 
is  filed  for  your  consideration. 

Regarding  this  institution,  ther^  have  been  many  rumors 
and  charges  of  grave  irregularities,  which  have  been  aimed 
especially  at  the  sup^intendent,  Doctor  J.  R.  Dobyns.  Because 
of  this  the  Committee  was  unusually  careful  and  thorough  in 
its  investigation,  and  exerted  every  possible  effort  to  obtain 
sworn  testimony  in  support  of  these  charges.  It  was  our 
pleasure  to  have  before  us  Representative  S.  M.  Mackay,  Of 
Warren  county,  who  had  spent  some  time  in  investigating 
the  affairs  of  this  institution.  He  told  of  the  alleged  extrava- 
gance of  the  superintendent,  and  alleged  useless  expenditure 
of  money.  While  the  Committee  endorses  giving  the  inmates 
of  this  institution  high  grade  food,  and  plenty  of  it,  we  strongly 
condemn  anything  like  reckless  extravagance  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  State's  funds.. 
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We  also  had  before  thie  Committee  two  former  inmates  of 

the  institution,  who  were  exceedingly  anxious  to  inform  the 
committee  of  the  alleged  ^rave  irregularities  and  gross  wrongs 
of  which  Doctor  Dobyns  is  alleged  to  have  been  guilty.  Their 
dislike  for  him  is  intense,  bnt,  regarding  anything  of  which 
the  Committee  might  base  charges,  their  testimony  was  largely 
hearsay  and  not  specific.  Every  romor  of  miseondnct  in  the 
-  management  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute  was  nm  down 
by  the  Committee,  none  of  which  developed  anything  tangible. 

The  Committee  made  a  nnmber  of  visits  to  the  Institute 
and  carefully  inspected  the  entire  property.  We  found  the 
buildings  to  be  clean  and  well  kept  «id  they,  together  with 
their  furnishings  and  equipment,  are  thoroughly  modem,  and 
everything  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  school  is  progressive. 
The  kitchen,  which  was  given  to  the  school  by  Mr.  Furlong, 
of  New  York,  cost  $5,000,  and  is  a  model  of  cleanlinass,  conven- 
ience, and  in  equipment. 

The  equipment  for  fire  protection  is  hardly  adequate,  and 
more  fire  escapes  should  be  built.  The  interior  of  the  buildings 
should  be  better  equipped  for  preventing  fire.  This  recom- 
mendation in  an  institution  of  this  kind,  where  afflicted  Chil- 
dren are  cared  for,  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized. 

* 

The  building  for  negro  inmates  was  inspected,  and  the 
Committee  found  that  some  minor  repairs  on  the  same  are 
necessary. 

So  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  this  Committee  to  ascer- 
tain, the  general  condition  of  this  institution  is  good,  and  the 
impression  made  upon  the  Committee  is  favorable  to  the  pres- 
et managem^t, 

im  STATE  LIBRARY. 
Jackson,  Mississippi. 

The  State  Library  was  found  by  the  Committee  to  be  in 
'  good  condition,  and  we  have  been  able  to  hear  nothing  but 
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commendation  for  its  efficient  inanagement.  In  Bfme  of  our 
State  departments  or  institutions  is  efficiency  more  chuxact^- 
iaktc     titt  wu^  Ame  tiun  in  tte  nStaiie  Iiii»asj. 

The  accountant  spent  sevei^  days  in  checking  the  funds 
bMcQed  by  tiie  Stete  lil^rariaB,  md  he  fmmd  tbat  Hie  fimds 
of  the  State  had  been  carefully  handled  and  aU  expenditunw 
were  satisfactorilj'^  cared  for.  An  inventoigr  of  the  books  af 
the  WuBKj  has  been  taken  ler  iowtoen  yeam.  Tfaa  GwR* 
mittee  thinkgihis  should  be  done  every  few  years. 

1^  o££ice  of  Stste  Lifanma  was  JBuditod  by  ^^nditor  £. 

G.  Cranch,  from  whose  report  we  quote:  ''"We  found  mi  wp- 
parent  overcharg-e  of  $13.25  in  a  bill  for  an  encyclopedia.'* 
Tile  Ounmitlee  :wrefltig»ted  Hm  mslter  thoron^y^  miA  to  m 
the  accounts  and  voucher  very  plainly  show  that  there  was 
not  such  an  overcharge,  nor  did  the  State  Librarian  make  an 
overpajntnent  for  that^  or  any  other  smoimt  col  this  item*  This 
being  the  only  alleged  error  of  any  importance  charged  against 
the  accuracy  of  the  books  of  the  librarian,  we  feel  that  it  is 
«ar  My  to  faU^  8f9«piit  her  of  the  sw^ 


SEGBETABY  OF  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  HIOHBR 

EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

0.  F.  Lawrence,  Secretary. 

The  present  Board  oi  Tmstees  of  our  Higher  Edneational 

Institutions  assumed  their  control  on  March  27,  1912,  and  until 
May  22,  1912,  the  exp^oisea  incurred  by  the  board  and  its  sec- 
retary, Mr.  O.  F.  Lawrence,  were  paid  direct  hy  the  varions 

colleges,  according  to  the  benefits  so  derived. 

Onr  andit  of  the  «eerciny^«  4Mote  ts^braeea  the  dates,  May 

22,  1912,  to  December  31,  1913,  and  every  voucher  was  found 
to  be  properly  supported.  In  his  narrative  report,  Mr.  Crook, 
our  aeeomd^ant,  says:  '^Yoa  will  note  nnder  the  head  of  tnuh 

tees'  expenses,  that  Governor  Brewer,  Lieutenant  Governor  Bil-  • 
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•      Mid  Saper&tendent  Powhtb  were  not  paid  any  per  diem, 

and,  duiing  my  iaveatigatiou  o£  the  educaticmai'  inatitotioii^  I 

reeall  where  in  one  or  two  instances  the  amount  of  per  diem 

nms ,  tendered  to  both  Governor  Brewer  and  Supennteodent 
Powers,  but  was  declined." 

And,  Jorther,  bur  accountant  si^  r  "O.  F.  Lswreniie,  aec^ 
wtMy,  was  paid  a  salary  of  $125.00  per  month,  plus  expenses 

and  per  diem  as  trustee,  from  March  27,  to  June  27,  1912 ;  also 
in  some  instances  drew  expenses  for  m  asmstmt.  A£tmr  June  27, 
the  salary  was  increased  to  $150  per  month  and  'expenses,  with- 
out per  diem.  While  exhibit  shows  no  salary  drawn  since 
September,  1913,  the  secretary  madfr  cbeek  obl  Juraary  1, 1914, 
of  $^.00  for  the  months  of  October,  November  and  December, 
1913,"  said  amount  not  being  included  in  his  report,  as  his  in- 
T«iit)|£ation  period  ended  December  31,  1913. 

■ 

Further  speaking  along  this  line,  Mr.  Crook  says:  ''In 
connection  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  salary  of  $150*00  per 
month  and  expenses  is  excessive  for  the  services  rendered,  and, 

in  my  opinion  should  have  your  consideration.  ^  ^ 

Your  committee  coincides  vnUi  the  views  of  onr  accountant 

on  this  subject  and  are  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  office 
of  secretary  to  the  board  of  higher  educational  institutions 
should  receive  a  sidioy  mit  tir  i^ceefed*  I3ie  sum  ot  mx:  Inmdred 
dollars  per  annum  and  ezpensei. 

»  Mr.  lamimu^  the  presrat.  e^icie^t  saoretary,  is  a  good 

fmd  honorable  man,  and  we  have  only  words  of  commendation 
for  him  and  hia.wQick,.  biU  we  helievci.he  is.gceaJJs^  overpaid 
for  what  he  diMMk 

Our  accountant  points  out  to  us  that  expenditures  were 
^'reasonable  with  the  ezeeption  of  a  charge  of^ three  cente  per 
mile  fbr  all  trips,  when  mileage  books  should  have  been  used, 
and  no  doubt  were,"  and  we  emphasize  his  exception.  No  State 
offieial  or  memifei  «f  m  eonmiittee  Board,  iA<r  luia  ti>*  trarel^ 
estenstvely,  dionid  charge  in  his  expense  account  against  the 


state  three  cents  a  mile  as  raikoad  fare  when  he       just  as  . 
easily  travel  for  two  cents  a  mile,  and  we  hope  that  hereaftar 
we  may  have  no  trouble  aXong  this  line. 

The  board's  receipts  from  May  22,  1912,  to  December  31, 


1913,  were: 

From  University  of  Mississippi.  $1,350.00 

Prom  A.  &  M.  College     1,350,00 

From  I.  I.  &  C   1,375.00 

From  idcom  A.  &  M.  CoUege   825.00 


Total  $4,900.00 

And  their  disbursements  were :  ' 

Trustees'  expenses:  $  847.75 

Trustees'  per  diem   705.00 

Miscellaneous  expenses   292.^ 

0.  F.  Lawrence's  salary   2,831.00 


Total  $4,676.37 


For  further  information  as  to  the  books  of  the  secretary; 

of  this  board  we  refer  you  to  the  audit  which  is  herewith  filed. 


DEPA&IMENT  OF  A£CHIV£S  AND  HISTOKY. 

Jackson,  MisfiMppi 

The  audit  of  the  department  of  Archives  and  History  was 
made  for  us  by  Lewis  E.  Crook,  and  embraces  .the  dates  April 
18, 1910,  to  December  22, 1913.  Appropriations  and  loans  for 
this  department  for  the  period  of  the  audit  were : 


Maintenance  fund  for  1910  $  3,000.00 

Maintenaiice  fund  for  1911   3,000.00 

Traveling  expense  fund  for  1910   500.00 

Traveling  expense  fund  for  1911    500.00 

Preparing,  editing,  printing,  distributing  publishing  ^ 
1910    1,200.00 
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Preparing,  editing,  printing,  distributing  publishing 


1911   1,200.00 

Maintenance  loan  of  June  8,  1912    5,500.00 

Maintenance  loan  of  February  ?,  1913    5,500.00 


Total   $20,400.00^ 

And  th«  disbursements  were: 

Maintenance,  1910  $  3,000.00 

Maintenance,  1911   2,994.28 

Traveling  expenses,  1910    500.00 

Traveling  expenses,  1911   461.77 

Preparing  and  distributing  publications,  etc.,  for 

1910   1,200  00 

Preparing  and  distributing  publications,  etc.,  for 

.  1911   1,198.25 

Loan  of  June  8, 1912,  and  February  7, 1913    10,035.83 


Total  $19,389.63 

Leaving  unexpended  balances: 

Maintenance  fund,  1911  ...$  5.72 

Traveling  expense  fund,  1911   38.23 

Preparing  and  distributing  publications,  etc.,  1911. .  1.75 

Balance  in  bank  December  22,  1913   982.17 

Check  outstanding,  Fred  AU^n   17.50 


Total  $  1,010.37 


Commenting  on  his  audit,  Mr.  Crook  says:  "I  regret  to 
state  that  some  of  the  vouchers  are  not  properly  supported  *  *  * 
Although  the  explanation  of  these  matters  by  Doctor  Bowland, 
the  director,  was  satisfactory."  And  again  he  says:  "From 
my  investigation  and  observations  I  believe  tlve  funds  have 
been  honestly  sad  judiciously  expended." 

The  warrants  listed  as  not  properly  supported  are  as  fol- 


lows: 

Nov.  14,  1910,  warrant,  Dunbar  Rowland^  one 

gold  leaf  portrait,  frame   $  35.00 

Feb.  8,  1911,  warrant  No.  1661,  Dunbar  Row- 
land, classifying  Davis  papers   •  25.00 
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March  8,  1911,  warrant  1978,  Dunbar  Row- 
land, cash  paid  for  expense   25.00 

July  2,  1911,  warrant  No.  3540,  Bouthem  Ex- 
'  press  Company,  accounts  foot  $1.85,  over- 
paid  ,  3.00 

Deember  4,  1911,  wnrant  No.  1207  and  No. 
1208,  Dunbar  Rowland,  ''allowance  per 

minutes  .,   .$306.54 

293;4j&  689:00 

Dec.  12,  1911.  warrant  No.  1188,  Brandon 

Printing  Co.,  '^PubUcationa'^    598.46 

Dec.  1,  1913,  warrant  No.  122,  Everett  Moore, 
stenographer — deposited  in  the  bank  to  the 
credit  of  Dunbar  Rowland   75  00 

Your  Committee  believes  Doctor  Rowland  pre-eminently 
qualified  for  the  office  of  director  of  the  Departmeirt  of 

Archives  and  History,  and  bespeaks  for  this  department  the 
continued  care  oi  our  legislature. 


THS  SUB&BMB  CKHWE. 


The  appropriations  made  by  the  State  to  the  Supreme 

Court  were  audited,  and  in  the  diabursement  of  the  aame  a 

numbw  of  cldrical  errors  were  discovered.  A  number  of  over- 
paymm<»  were  foirad  to  }ime  been  made,  and  the  ^eiM  ow  be^ 

ing  informed  of  the  same  assured  the  accountmt  that  the  sum 
of  $90^  would  be  collected. 

The  Committee  has  had  under  consideration  the  number 
of  Mississippi  reports  that  are  published.  At  present,  with 
each  volume,  four  hundred  copies  are  published,  many  of 
which  are  stored  awav  and  not  used.  The  Committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  number  of  copies  published  at  the  State's 
expense  could  be  reduced^  and  stiU  Itme^  ampHe^  to-  simply  Hre^ 
public  needs. 


1 
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MISSISSIPPI  RAILROAD  COMMISSION. 

The  fands  received  and  expended  by  the  :Mississippi  Rail- 
road Commission  for  the  years  1912  and  1913  were  audited  by 
Mr.  Lewis  E.  Crook,  who  noAde  a  flattering  report  on  this  of- 
fice. He  found  the  records  to  be  correctly  kept,  and  heartily 
approved  of  the  method  employed  by  this  office. 

The  CJommittee  believes  that  the  credit  for  such  a  splendid 
report  on  the  Railroad  Commission  is  due  to  their  conscientious 
and  efficient  secretaiy,  Mr.  James  Galceran. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Crook  is  herewith  filed  for  your  further 
consideration. 


ALCORN  A.  &  JUL  COLLEGE. 

The  Alcorn  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  is  located 
nine  miles  West  of  Lorman .  a  station  on  the  Yazoo  &  Missis- 
siiJpi  Valley  railroad,  and  five  miles  east  of  the  old  town  of 
.  Rodney.  The  greater  part  of  the  campus  is  in  Clairfoome 
comity,  while  a  smaller  area  is  in  Jefferson  county.  The  col- 
lege owns  about  nine  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  as  a  farm 
we  found  to  be  well  eared  for  and  cultiyated. 

During  the  past  year  this  institution  suffered  the  loss  of 
their  dining  hall  md  laundry  through  fire.  Of  course,  these 
buildings  were  among  the  necessities  of  the  college,  and  the 
Committee  recommends  the  rebuilding  of  them.  Another  prob- 
lem confronting  this  institution  was  the  use  of  federal  funds 
for  purposes  for  which  State  funds  should  have  been  used, 
which  amoimted  to  over  $5,000,  This  was  done  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  preTious  board  of  trustees  and  the  secret 
tary  preceding  Mr.  MeClure,  the  present  secretary. 

The  Committee  is  informed  tiiat  the  gOYemmeyt's  demand 
that  this  amount  be  transferred  to  the  Federal  funds  by  the 
State  is  very  urgent  and  the  Federal  authorities  have  threat- 


—  66  — 

ened  to  withdraw  Federal  fflipport  of  our  agricultural  col- 
leges unless  it  is  done. 

TLe  vi^it  of  the  Committee  to  this  institution  revealed  a 
i>oiidilion  of  affairs  that  far  exeeeded  our  ciqyeeUtioBS.  For 
such  an  institution  the  location  is  ideal.  It  is  away  from  bad 
influences  of  town  life  which  would  naturally  have  their  ef- 
fect on  the  students  of  such  an  institution.  We  believe  it  is 
unt'ortunat.'  that  this  institution  and  its  work  is  not  better 
Imown  to  the  people  of  Mississippi. 

On  the  farm  we  found  good  crops,  which  showed  through 
cultivation  and  in  addition  to  agriculture  and  truck'  raising 
we  would  be  glad  to  see  this  institution  place  mofe  eii^pkaaia 

on  raising  cattle,  hogs,  and  other  live  stock. 

In  conclusion  the  Committee  desires  to  commend  the  sec- 
retary of  the  college,  Mr.  James  McClure,  for  his  efficient 
'  work  and  intelligent  supervision  of  the  financiai  affairs  of  the 
i]:|stitution. 


BeMivoir»  BfiflMpia. 

The  Confederate  Soldiers'  Rome  at  Beauvoir,  was  checked 
by  Lewis  B.  Crook,  and  we  visited  that  institution  in  October. 
The  period  of  time  covered  by  the  audit  of  Mr.  Crook  was  two 
years,  beginning  October  1,  1911.  and  ending  October  1,  1913. 
From  hi»  nafrati^e  report  to  the  Coiamittee  we  quote  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"I  find  that  for  a  number  of  years  no  books  or  reeorcb 
have  been  kept  as  to  the  funds  received  or  disbursed,  but  the 
method  employed  is  to  list  the  accounts  each  month  for  pr3- 
*  sentation  to  the  board  of  trustees  and  when  same  is  approved 
a  Avarrant  for  the  amount  is  drawn  on  the  state  treasurer  and 
deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  Gulfport,  Miss.,  subject  to 
elwek  by  Superintendent  J.  K.  Moaby. 
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''While  the  minutes  show  that  the  board  has  exercised  due 
care  in  tlje  allowance  of  the  monthlF  »ecounts,  and  the  allow- 
W'is  agr^  witii  the  withdrawals  from  the  state  treasurer,  yet 
the  trouble  arises  in  the  checking  by  the  superintendent  on 
the  buif port  baiik  in  the  payment  of  biUs.  in  that  h.  keeps 
no  iwpks  or  accounts  against  the  bank,  and  never  reconcUes  or 
OalaiKffes  his  b^nk  account. 

''We  have  carefully  checked  all  the  vouchers  during  my 
penod  of  audit  and  found  same  correct  and  duly  authorised 
«nd  1  tjeg  to  submit  a  condensed  statement  of  all  receipts  and 
disbursements  as  to  the  State  appropriations  supported  by 
va^rious  schedules,  which  are  detaUed  and  self^xplanatoiy. 

«  « 

''In  addition  to  the  regular  monthly  accounts  allowed  by 
the  board  it  has  been  the  custom  for  a  long  period  to  advance 
the  sum  of  $1,000.00  to  the  superintendent  to  meet  contingent 
expensea^sueh  as  salaries,  labor,  small  purchases  of  fish  vege- 
tables, produce,  etc.,  to  be  approved  by  the  board  the  month 
follQwmg.  In  tracing  this  $1,000.00  advanced  up  to  date  I  dis- 
covered a  deficit  of  $582.13,  in  that  only  $360.15  had  been 
drawn  for  contingent  expenses  during  the  current  month  and 
there  was  a  credit  balance  of  only  $57.72  in  bank,  when  there 
should  have  been  the  sum  of  $689  85  on  hand.   It  is  evident 
that  most  of  this  deficit  has  existed  for  some  time  as  the  bank 
account  shows  an  overdraft  at-end  of  each  month,  which  should 
not  have  been  the  case  as  ample  funds  were  .provided  for 
.monthly  contingents. 

"After  a  careful  investigation  I  was  unable  to  locate  anv 
bills  or  offsets  to  this  deficit  as  there  are  no  records  of  same 
and  after  thoroughly  going  over  the  matter  with  Superinten-*' 
dm  Mosby,  he  immediately  deposited  enough  to  cover  the  - 
shortage.  * 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  shortage  dis- 
covered by  Mr:  Crook  in  the  accounts  of  Captain  Mosby  was 
because  of  errors  and  the  manner  in  which  he  attends  to 
busmeas  matters,  and  that  he  did  not  profit,  or  inteud  to  profit, 
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by  the  expenditure  of  any  funds  belonging  to  the  Home.  He 
immediatelr  macle  evwy  doUar  of  the  shortage  good,  and  be- 
lieving that  he  did  not  intend  to  defraud  the  State,  and  that  the 
State  had  lost  nothing  in  the  end,  we  felt  that  the  matter 
had  been  fully  satisfied ;  yet,  we  consider  it  onr  duty  to  bring 
to  your  attention  in  a  full  statement  of  facts  as  set  out  above. 
After  Mr.  Crook  had  settled  with  Captain  Mosby,  he  made  the 
following  observation  in  his  report: 

"In  the  above  settlement  with  Superintendent  J.  K.  Mosby, 
it  is  understood  that  if  he  finds  any  contingent  accounts  which 
he  has  paid,  and  has  not  been  allowed  credit  by  the  board,  he 
is  to  be  refunded  for  same.  It  is  his  custom  to  draw  cash  from 
the  bank  in  the  sums  of  $50.00  to  $100.00  to  pay  for  contingent 
bills  and  as  no  book  is  kept  for  these  disbursements,  I  feel 
satisfied  that  he  has  paid 'various  small  items,  which  hav3 
never  been  presented  to  the  board  for  allowance,  yet  with 
no  data  before  me  it  is  impossible  to  determine  as  to  this.  The 
deficit  has  been  graduaUy  increasing  for  the  last  two  years, 
and  it  is  evident  that  small  sums  of  money  have  been  expended 
monthly  for  which  no  accounting  has  been  made.   This  short- 
age, in  my  opinion  is  due  to  the  lax  and  loose  manner  of  hand- 
ling cash  and  not  with  any  intent  to  defraud." 


M'GLADDEEY  FUND. 

We  found  on  the  minute  book  under  date  of  October  1, 
1910,  that  Mr.  Henry  McGladdery  had  left  to  the  Home  a  dona- 
lion 'in  cash  amounting  to  $735.00.  There  is  no  record  of  this 
fund  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  or  secretary,  except 
the  reference  in  the  minute  book  mentioned  above,  but  we 
found  the  fund  on  deposit  in  the  Harrison  County  Bank  at 
Biloxi,  with  time  certificate  No.  53  issued  in  favor  of  T.  E. 
Henderson  Chairman  Ex.  Com.  Board  of  Directors,  and  that 
the  interest  accumulated  to  October  1,  1913,  b'rings  the  total 
to  $822.70.  This  money  is  drawing  four  per  cent,  interest,  -ttid 
is  Bubjcet  to  the  disposition  of  the  board  of  trustees.  It  appears 


* 
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tiiat  Mr.  McGladdery  was  an  iiimate  of  tlie  Hgrne,  and  before 
his  death  donated  the  above  sum  of  money  which  he  happened 
to  possess. 

We  find  that  no  competitive  bids  are  received  when  buying 

groceries  for  the  Home,  and  that  most  of -the  provisions  are 

bought  from  the  Gulfport  Orocory  Company  and  Armour  & 
Company,  the  total  amounting  to  around  One  Thousand  Dollars 
a  month.  Whether  better  prices  could  be  secured  by  advertis- 
ing we  are  not  prepared  to  say,  but  ordinarily  such  is  the  ca^e. 

Aside  from  the  error  in  his  accounts  we  found  Captain 

Mosby  to  be  efficient  and  diligent  in  his  duties.  He  is  kind 
and  considerate  to  the  inmates  of  the  Home  and  seems  to  strive 
in  every  way  to  make  them  comfortable  and  happy.  He  m 
paid  a  salary  of  ^1&,00  per  month  and  furnished  a  home  and 
subsistence.  Mrs.  Wallace,  the  efficient  matron,  receives  a 
salary  of  $65.00  a  month,  with  home  and  subsistence ;  and  the 
Head  Nurse,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Ansley.  is  paid  $55.00  a  month  with 
home  and  subsistence ;  Doctor  H.  M.  Folkes,  of  Biloxi,  is  Sur- 
geon, and  receives  $75.00  a  month  for  all  practice  and  is  sub- 
ject to  call  at  any  hour  of  the  day.  He  is  very  attentive  to  his 
duties  there  and  a  very  efficient  doctor. 

The  average  number  of  inmates  from  October  1,  1912,  to 
October  1,  1913,  according  to  the  pension  roll,  Avas  198,  and 
the  average  cost  per  capita  for  that  year  was  $22460.  We 
went  into  almost  all  of  the  room.^  and  closely  questioned  many 
of  the  inmates  as  to  their  treatment  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  provided  for,  and  urged  them  privately  to  tell  us 
their  complaints  and  wants,  if  they  had  any,  and  almost  with-  , 
out  exception  they  expressed  themselves  as  being  well  pleased, 
and  said  they  were  kindly  treated  and  amply  provided  for,  had 
comfortable  rooms,  good  beds  and  plenty  of  clothes.  We  found 
a  few  that  had  some  minor  complaints,  but  when  run  down 
they  were  not  well  founded.  If  there  ha?  been  any  misman- 
agement of  the  affairs  there  we  were  unable  to  find  it,  and  the 
inmates  did  not  make  it  known  to  us,  and  they  fully  under- 
stood our  mission  and  purpose  in  being  there.    We  have  found 
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a  few  eases  of -eamplaint  outside  of  the  Home,  where  inmates 
had  been  diseharged  on  aceonnt  of  violating  the  rules ;  and 

without  regard  to  whether  the  Board  was  right  or  wrong  in 
these  eases,  we  believe  that  great  ciu-e  should  be  exercised  in 
this  regard  and  that  the  indiscretions  of  these  old  people  should 
be,  as  far  as  possible,  covered  with  the  mantle  of  charity. 

We  believe  that  a  small  twra,  properly  managed  and  op- 
erated on  a  safe  basis  would  provide  a  good  portion  of  the 
table  fare  and  somewhat  reduce  the  cost  of  living  in  the  Home.^ 
Land  owned  by  the  Home  could  be  thus  used.  The  property 
on  which  the  Home  is  located  does  not  belong  to  the  State, 
but  is  deeded  to  the  Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans.  We  be- 
lieve, however,  that  the  property  should  be  owned  by  the 
State,  and  would  sui?gest  that  steps  be  taken  to  secure  the 
transfer,  that  this  sacred  e^t  .may  become  the  common  h^r- 
iti^e  of  Mississippi. 

We  were  informed  that  some  applications  were  on  file  and 
had  been  approved,  but  there  was  no  room  f<H*  them  on  ac- 
count of  all  rooms  being  occupied.  We  found  that  the  Hos- 
pital is  rather  crowded  at  times,  and  as  the  }nmates  grow 
older  and  more  feeble,  more  room  will  be  needed  in  the  Hos- 
pital, that  they  may  be  comfortably  cared  for  when  sick.  Some 
repairs  are  needed  on  the  buildings,  but  the  general  conditions 
of  the  buildings  are  good. 


MISSISSIPPI  NATIONAL  6UAIU). 
Jackson,  Mississippi. 

The  Mississippi  National  Guatd  was  checked  by  our  ac- 
countant, Mr.  Lewis  E.  Crook,  and  the  time  covered  by  his 
audit  was  from  December  23  1911,  to  November  15,  1913.  He 
also  checked  back  over  the  year  1911.  Prom  Mr.  Crook's  nar- 
rative report  to  the  Committee,  we  quote  the  following: 

regret  to  state  that  I  find  the  e<«diti<(m  of  the  office 


in  a  'pretty  i)ad  shape,'  which  has  greatly  delayed  my  work. 

No  pretention  was  made  to  keep  any  books  prior  to  1912  and 
while  a  system  of  accomiting,  for  the  Support  Fond  only,  was 
installed  in  1912,  this  had  not  been  written  up  for  some  time 
prior  to  the  close  of  this  audit  imd  vouchers  had  to  be  ar- 
ranged since  June,  1913.  In  fact,  I  had  to  make  up  tlie  work, 
not  only  for  1911,  but  a  part  of  1913  in  order  to  get  at  the 
matter  intelligently.  -  Furthermore,  no  records  were  fc^t  for 
the  "Strike  Fund'*  Appropriations  1911-1912,  further  than 
checks  and  vouchers;  some  of  the  cancelled  checks  and  a  bank 
pass  book  could  not  be  located,  and  while  this  fund  appears  to 
be  all  right,  I  was  unable  to  make  an  i^xact  reconcilement  with 
the  bank  from  such  data  procured.    •    *  • 

"In  checking  the  vouchers  for  the  disbursements  of  State 
Funds,  I  had  no  authority  other  than  the  checks  of  Adjutant 
General  Fridge.  The  system  employed  is  to  draw  a  warrant, 
monthly  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  a  portion  of  the  appro- 
priation (iisually  $1,000.00)  and  this  money  is  deposited  in  a 
bank  ^bject  to  the  cheek  of  the  Adjutant  General  (who  is  not 
bonded)  and  under  this  practice  it  is  merely  a  contingent  fund 
for  the  General,  to  a  certain  extent,  as  there  is  no  board  or 
committee  to  advise  or  approve  the  accounts  for  payment ;  and 
while  in  nearly  every  case  a  voucher  supports  the  check  or 
withdrawal,  yet  an  examination  of  many  of  these  vouchers  dis- 
closes the  lack  of  due  care  and  economy  as  to  excessive  or 
extravagant  charges,  details,  etc.,  in  the  payment  of  same." 

The  legislature  appropriated  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  for 
the  year  1912  and  a  like  sum  for  1913  for  the  National  Guard 

and  $1,200.00  for  each  of  the  years  for  the  salary  of  the  Ad- 
jutant General,  making  the  total  appropriation  from  the  State 
$11,200.00  for  each  of  the  years,  and  in  October,  1913.  $1,500.00 
was  borrowed.  This  fund  was  used  for  the  general  expenses 
of  the  Guard,  including  traveling  exp^wes  of  the  Adjutant 
General  and  other  oMcers  of  the  Guard  while  on  duty  for  the 
State.  The  Adjutant  General  and  others  interested  in  the 
State  Militia  have  complained  to  us  that  the  appropriation 
made  by  the  State  k  wholly  inadequate  for  the  proper  supp<»rt 
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of  the  Department ;  however,  we  think  the  Department,  if  con- 
ducted on  an  economical  business  basis,  can»be  amply  sup- 
ported on  the  amount  named  above,  and  we  do  not  favor  in- 
creasing the  appropriation.  That  much  more  money  could  be 
used,  and  from  a  military  standpoint  well  u«ed,  we  readily  ad- 
mit, but  we  do  not  regard  an  increase  in  the  appropriation  as  a 
neceanty  at'this  time.  The  support  fund  for  1912  was  spent 
as  follows :  " 

Labor  and  Office  Help,  Adjutant  General's  Office  $2,282.61 

Columbus  Encampment,  Aug.  and  Sept.,  1912  .  840  71 

Printing  and  Office  Supplies   501.39 

Postage  for  Adjutant  General's  Office   160.00 

Telegraph  and  Telephone    244.22 

Vicksburg  Rifle  Range   1,702.36 

Miscellaneous  Expense    1808.11 

Gen.  Arthur  Fridge,  traveling  expenses   ;   587.71 

Col.  Sam  MeCants,  traveling  expenses  and  per  diem  497.78 

Freight  and  drayage    663.93 

Rents  and  warehouse   •   504.67 

A.  J.  Patterson,  Quarter  Allowance    140.00 

Col.  Sam  McCants,  Headquarters  Allowance   70.00 

H  G.  Cramer,  Quarter  Allowance    6-00 

Total  $10,009.49 

Disbursements,  1913. 

Freight  and  Drayage  $  688.20 

Kents  and  Warehouse    759.50 

Labor  and  Office  Help  (Exhibit  No.  16)   2,383.64 

Flood  Service  (Exhibit  No.  17)   739.74 

Vicksburg  Rifle  Range  (Exhibit  No.  18)    1.437.76 

Postage,  Adjutant  Gen'l  Office  (Exhibit  No.  19)  ....  120.00 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  (Exhibit  No.  20)    283.57 

Miscellaneous  Supplies  (Exhibit  No.  21)    9.^ 

Printing  Adjutant's  Office  (Exhibit  No,  21)    308.45 

Stat'y  and  Office  Supplies  (Exhibit  No.  21)    85.20 

Arthur  Fridge,  Trav.  Exp.  (Exhibit  No.  22)    827.78 


Col.  Sam  I.  MeCants,  Trav.  Exp  (Exhibit  No.  23)  . .  307.68 

Col.  McCant's  Headquarters  Exp.  (Exhibit  No.  23)  ..  90.00 

Capt.  S.  P.  Walker,  Travel.  Exp.  (Exhibit  No.  24)  . .  481.37 

Capt.  Walker,  Headquarters  Exp.  (Exhibit  No.  24)  . .  100.00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  (Exhibit  No.  25)    1,667.21 

Bjloxi  Encampment  (Exhibit  No.  26)   632.77 

$10,922.42 

Unexpended. Balance  Trust  Funds   $  672,10 

Balance  Jackson  Bank,  Nov.  15,  1913  $  752.06 

Outstanding  Cheeks: 

No.    940 — Morrisey  Line                    5.00              '  ~. 

No.  1077— John  P.  Mayo    37.76 

No.  1214r— C.  W.  Lagarde    4.50 

No.  1216— Cumberland  Tel.  Co  . .  23.10 
No.  1217— Cumberland  Tel.  Co...  8.40 
No.  1218— Cumberland  Tel.  Co. . .  1.20 

  79.96 


$  752.06   $  752.06 

The  National  Guard  is  equipped  by  the  War  Department, 
the  equipment  simply  being  loaned  to  the  State.  The  amount 
of  equipment  in  the  hands  of  the  National  Gufu-d  in  this  State 
at  the  present  time  is  worth  from  One  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Thousand  Dollars  to  Two  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars,  and  has 
not  cost  the  State  anything..  In  addition  to  the  equipment, 
this  State  gets  in  round  numbers  about  $60,000  a  year  from  the 
United  States  Government,  a  part  of  which  is  in  equipment 
and  a  part  in  cash ;  about  ten  to  twelve  thousand  dollars  of 
this  amount  must  be  spent  for  rifle  practice ;  the  balance  of  the 
casli  allowance  is  spent  for  services  in  camp  or  on  the  field  for 
instruction. 

To  secure  this  aid  from  the  Federal  Government,  the  Na- 
tional Guard  must  be  kept  up  to  the  standard — ^that  is,  one 
hundred  men  for  each  member  of  Congress  from  this  State, 
and  must  also  meet  other  requirements.  It  seems  that  the 
companies  in  this  State  have  been  careless  about  the  equip- 
ment, and  it  has  not  been  well  kept  and  properly  cared  for, 
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and  much  has  been  lost  and  misplaced.    It  is  claimed  by  ^ose 

in  authority  that  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  prac- 
tieally  no  armories  in  wbicb  to  store  tbair  rifles  and  uniforms; 
Irdnce,  many  privates  carry  their  guns,  revolvers  and  uniforms 

to  their  homes,  and  in  that  way  they  are  misplaced. 

Most  of  the  Oiq>tains  in  the  State  are  tinder  bcmd  for  the 

safekeeping  of  the  equipment,  and  could- be  held  responsible 
therefor,  but  on  account  of  poor  armor  facilities,  the  Adjutant 
G^eral  has  been  very  lenient  with  the  Captains,  and  no  smts 
•    have  been  brought  to  recover  lost  property. 

The  War  Department  sends  us  a  regular  army  officer  at 
least  once  a  year  to  check  up  the  equipment,  and  before  he  goes 
out  a  notice  is  sent  to  every  Captain  in  the  State,  apprising  him 
of  the  inspection  and  the  day  the  officer  will  be  there,  thus 
giving  them  every  opportunity  to  have  the  property  where  it 
can  be  seen  and  checked  up  for  the  Government.  For  a 
number  of  years  there  has  be^  a  shortage  in  Federal  prop- 
erty, and  it  has  grown  now  to  around  $40,000  worth,  and  is 
increasing  every  year. 

The  War  Department  has  taken  exceptions  to  the  increas- 
ing shortage,  and  has  been  making  every  possible  effort  to 
have  steps  taken  to  have  the  shortage  adjusted.  The  War 
Department  has  complained  that  certain  officers  in  the  Na- 
tional Guard  have  drawn  pay  for  overtime  and  for  services 
th«y  were  not  entitled  to  receive  pay  for,  and  for  that  reason 
some  of  the  payments  have  been  si»»pended.  The  correspon- 
dence between  the  War  Department  and  the  Governor  and. 
Adjutimt  General  has  not  been  satisfactory.  In  Octobar,  1913, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War,  Itenry  Breckinridge,  wrote  tbd  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Governor  Brewer: 

October  22,  1913. 

3941  ' 

''Honorable  Earl  Brewer, 

* -Governor  of  Mississippi, 
''Jackson,  Mississi{qpi. 

''Dear  Sir: 

''I  hhve  tke  honor  to  refer  ontse  more  to  ny  letters  id 

February  8,  February  24,  June  7,  and  September  15,  last,  tiie 


first  two  inyiting  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  to  the  ex* 
Cessire  shortage  of  Federal  property,  and  certain  grave  irreg- 
ularities attending  the  expenditure  of  Federal  funds  pertaining 
to  the  Oi^anized  Militia  of  yonr  State ;  the  third  repeating  and 
explaining  in  great  detail  the  irregularities  referred  to  in  the 
first  two  and  offering  the  assistance  of  the  ^^ar  D^^partment  in 
any  e^ort  you  might  make  to  correct  such  irregularities ;  and 
the  fourth  recurring  to  these  subjects  and  the  apparent  lack  of 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  your  Excellency  in  the  efforts  of 
the  War  Department  to  assist  in  the  improvement  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Militia,  concluding  with  the  hope  that  the  courtesy 
of  a  reply  would  be  extended  setting  forth  the  action  that 
your  Excellency  had  taken  for  remedying  the  conditions  stated, 
and,  finally,  again  offering  any  assistance-  in  the  matter  tihat 
might -be  desired  or  requested.  . 

**As  more  than  a  month  has  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the 
last  letter  without  a  reply  thereto,  I  am  forced  to  conclude 
that  the  repeated  efforts  of  the  War  Department  have  been  in 
vain,  and  that  its  good  offices  are  not  desired. 

**It  is  with  extreme  regret,  therefore,  that  I  have  to  in- 
form your  Excellency  that,  acting  in  the  interest  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  the  War  Department,  in  the  continued  ab- 
sence of  co-opv^ration  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  radical  change  for  the  better  in  the  conditions  of 
the  Mississippi  Organized  Militia,  will,  on  January  1  next,  pro- 
ceed to  withdraw  all  Federal  assistance  in  the  nature  of  sup- 
plies, appropriations,  and  personneL 

*'W)th  great  respect,  I  remain, 

**Very  sincerely  yours, 

^  (Signed)  HENRY  BRECKINJilDGE, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War." 

(Seal) 

The  Committde  seeing  the  situjition  was  serious,  and  dan- 
ger of  losing  Federal  aid  was  imminent,  we  took  the  matter  up 
with  the  War  Department  and  asked  for  certain  papers  and 
ddcaaieiitft  which  Weire  promptly  sent  us  by  rej^s6^«d  mail. 
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We  then  asked  the  Secretary  of  War  by  telegram  to  detail 
Captain  Edgar  N.  Coffey,  then  stationed  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  to  Jackson  to  appear  before  the  Committee,  and  also  to 
send  Captain  W  M.  Fassett,  of  Wasliington,  D.  C,  to  Jack- 
swi,  both  of  them  being  material  witnesses,  as  they  had  both 
been  identified  witj^i  the  National  Guard  of  thia  State  in  recent 
years.  They  were  both  dispatched  to  Jackson  at  the  expense 
of  the  War  Department.  After  going  rather  fully  into  the 
matter  and  believing  that  the  differences  existing  between  tha 
War  Department  and  the  State  could  be  adjusted,  we  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 

''Jackson  Miss.,  Dee.  10,  1913. 

"To  the  Hon.  Secl-etary  of  War,  Mr.  Garrison, 

"Washington,  D.  C.  '  . 

''My  Dear  Sir:  .  . 

"On  October  22,  1913,  Mr.  Breckinridge,  Acting  Secretary" 
of  War,  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Mississippi  that  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1914,  the  War  Department  would  withdraw' 
'    its  aid  in  the  way  of  equipment,  appropriation  and  personnel, 
from  the  National  Guard  of  this  State.    As  you  already  know 
the  Legislative  Investigating  Committee,  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  chairman,  is  making  a  full  investigation  into  the 
affairs  of  the  State  National  Guard  -with  a  view  of  adjusting 
the  irregularities  and  putting  it  on  a  better  basis.     Our  re- 
port will  be  made  to  the  Legislature  which  convenes  on  Jan- 
uary the  6th.     It  will,  of  course,  take  some  little  time  then 
for  the  report  to  be  considered  and  the  legislature  take  ac- 
tion etc.     Now  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  us  to  adjust  the  matter  prior  to  January  1,  1914,  when 
your  withdrawal  order  is  to  take  effect,  I  am  writing  to  you  to 
solicit  a  suspension  of  your  withdrawal  order  for  60  or  90 
days,  so  that  we  may  have  ample  time  to  fully  investigate  the 
matter  and  take  some  action  putting  the  Guard  on  a  better 
basis.     I  assure  you  that  we  are  going  into  the  matter  fully. 

"Please  advise  me  whether  or  not  the  overpayments,  to 
which  the  War  Department  took  exceptions,  have  been  ad- 
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justed  and  charged  off  in  the  cas^e  of  Gen.  Arthur  Fridge.  An 
immediate  reply  to  this  query  will  be  greatly  i^preeiated. 

■ 

**Very  truly, 
^^A.  C.  ANDBESON,  Chairmaa  Com.'' 

To  this  letter  we  received  a  prompt  and  courteous  reply, 
as  foUowa: 

''War  Department,  Washington, 

''December  13,  1913/'  * 

"My  Dear  Senator  Anderson: 

"Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  take  pleas- 
ure in  deferring  the  date  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  Federal 

Assistance  from  the  organized  Militia  of  Mississippi,  for  a 
period  of  ninety  dsys,  as  you  requests  % 

**It  will  be  noted  that  in  my  letter  of  October  22nd  on 

this  subject  to  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  it  was  stated  that 
the  Federal  withdrawal  on  January  1st  next  would  follow  'in 
the  continued  absence  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  State, 
and  in  the  absence  of  radical  change  for  the  better  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  oi^anized  Militia  of  MississippL ' 

"Your  assurances  that  the  Legislative  Investigating  Com- 
mittee is  making  a  full  examination  into  the  affairs  of  the 
State  National  Guard  with  the  view  of  adjusting  the  irregu- 
larities and  putting  it  on  a  better  basis  is  an  assurance  of  the 
best  possible  'co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  State'  that  will 
result,  it  is  hoped  and  beUeved,  in  the  'radical  eh^ge  for  the 
better'  required  by  the  War  Departuaent. 

♦ 

"Replying  to  your  inquiry  conceming  the  accounts  of  the 
Adjutant  General  of  Mississippi,  I  am  informed  by^he  auditor 
of  the  War  Department  that  although  that  officer  appeared 
h'  ore  him  with  an  attorney  and  arranged  for  a  conference 
-with  a  view  of  adjusting  his  accounts,  tiie  engagement  was 
not  kept,  the  Adjutant  General  has  not  appeared  before  hkn 
s^.iiCE,  and  his  accounts  remain  unsettled  as  before.    As  iafor- 
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mation  necessary  to  the  Governor,  it  is  req\iested  that  the  fact 
of  the  War  Depav^eiit'»  postponemdnt  of  actip^  until  April 
30th,  1914,  be  communicated  to  his  ExeeQeney. 

•  ■ 

**Very  respectfully,  ~" 

"LINDLEY  M.  GARRISON, 

**Se«reUry  of  War.*' 

We  at  once  transmitted  a  copy  of  Mr.  Garrison's  letter  to 

Governor  Brewer,  as  he  requested  to  which  the  following  reply 
waV  reeei¥e()r: 

December  22,  1913.  . 

**Hon,  A.  C,  Anderson,  Chairman, 

''Legislative  Investigating  Committee, 
'^Jackson,  Mississippi. 

'*My  Dear  Mr.  Anderson: 

**The  Governor  is  in  Vicksburg,  and  I  acknowledge  receipt 

of  your  letter  enclosing  copy  of  one  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  I  know  that  the  Governor  feels  as  you  do  that  it  would 
be  a  great  misfortune  for  Mississippi  to  lose  the  Fe4eral  >ap 
propriation  for  our  iNuxional  Guard. 

*'0n  the  Governor's  return  this  will  have  his  personal  at- 
tention. 

*'Yowrs  traly, 

WJB|B  ''W.  J.  BUCK,  Secretary." 

From  information  furnished  us  by  the  War  Department 
and  from  onr  investigation,  we  think  the  expenditure  of  Fed- 
eral money  has  been  rather  careless  and  extravagant,  and  in 
some  cases  it  would  seem  that  payments  were  made  for  more  • 
time  than  was  aetusUy  served,  or,  at  least,  more  time  than  was 
necessary  to  pnt  in.  The  expenditures  at  the  Rifle  Ran^e  at 
Vicksburg  have  been,  we  think  extravagant,  and  in  a  few  in- 
s<wnces  double  payments  mad^— -tbat  is,  two  p«ymc^ts  at  tho 
same  time  from  different  sources,  when  only  one  would  appear 
to  be  authorized  by  the  War  Dep^tment.    We  trii^t  that  in 
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the future  our  military  m-en  will  be  more  careful  about  the 
spending  of  Federal  funds,  and  not  looJj;  upon  money  comiDg 
f roitt  tiu^  source  as  legitimate  prey. 

Since  we  have  been  investigating  this  department,  Adju- 
tant General  Arthur  Fridge  has  resigned,  uid  General  E.  C. 
Scales,  of  Macon,  has  be«i  appointed  in  his  place.  General 
Scales  has  entered  actively  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  imd  we  believe  that  if  the  State  will  give  proper 
and  courteous  co-operation  to  the  War  Department  our  for- 
mer good  standing  will  he  re^toredl  and  pleasant  relations  re- 
newed. 

We  took  some  testimony  in  the  investigation,  and  now 
h»ve  it  on  file  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Crook  who  audited  the 
department  is  on  file,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  give  any  further 
information  desired  by  the  legislature  in  connection  with  the 
NatioipU  Guiird.  . 


mnVEBSITY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 
Oatford,  MiasafiBippi 

It  was  sixty^five  years  ago  on  the  6th  day  of  November, 
1913,  that  the  University  of  Mississippi  opened  its  first  session 
with  a  faculty  of  four  teachers  and  with  fifty  students  in  at- 
tendance. Since  that  day,  it  haa  been  the  leading  educational 
institntiim  of  this  State,  and  one  of  th«  best  known  universi- 
ties in  the  South.  In  all  our  work  of  forty  investigations  we 
found  the  general  public  more  keenly  interested,  perhaps,  in 
tiie  fouversity  than  in  any  ottier  one  institution.  This  extra- 
ordinary interest  we  attribute  to  .the  fact  that  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  eonunoawealth  are  men  mad  womea  who  piocidly 
eali  the  university  theiF  Alma  Mater,  and  in  every  community 
of  Mississippi  fathers  and  mothers  are  dreaming  hopefully 
of  that  happy  day  in  the  future  when  their  bojra  and  girls 
tduill  bring  home  thdr  diplomas  from  that  great  institution. 
From  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  from  other  States*  we  received 
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letters  of  inquiry  and  communications  telling  us  of  some  re- 
port )Kr  wsxmm  that  had  come  to  their  e«ni,  and  in  almost  evexy 

case  loyalty  to,  and  interest  in,  the  university  was  expressed. 

"We  visited  the  university  in  Octo^ber  and  spent  a  week 
there,  inspecting  the  buildings  and  grounds  and  taking  testi- 
mony as  to  reports  and  rumors  and  ehurges  that  hikd  been 
made  against  the  institution.  • 

The  audit  at  the  university*  was  made  by  Lewis  E.  Crook, 

and  covered  the  period  from  July  1,  1911,  to  July  1,  1913. 
The  books,  records  and  vouchers  were  all  found  to  be  well 
kept  and  in  good  shape.  Secretary  Boss  had  on  file  proper 
vouchers  for  all  expenditures  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  errors  in  overpayments,  his  vouchers  seemed  to  be  correct. 
If  there  had  been  any  graft,  embezzlement  or  misappropriation 
of  funds  at  the  university  we  were  unable  to  find  it  after  a 
most  searching  audit  of  the  books  and  examination  into  the 
affairs  generally.  There  were  some  expenditures,  however,  the 
propriety  of  which  might  be  questioned ;  but  there  was  no  indi- 
cation of  graft  ,or  embezzlement.  Considerable  .traveling  had 
been  done  for  the  nniversity,  and  in  most  instances  three  cents 
a  mile  had  been  charged,  when,  in  most  cases,  mileage  books 
should  have  been  procured  and  one  cent  a  mile  saved  to  the 
State.  We  found  ermm  in  overpayments  amonnting  to  $99.85, 
which  we  recovered. 

We  find  that  students  are  charged  a  flat  rate  of  fifteen 

dollars  a  month  for  board,  which  is  more  than  the  cost  at 
other  institutions  ifjjhere  the  co-operative  plan  is  used,  but  it 
is  clauned  they  hate  better  ffl^.  We  recced  matty  com- 
plaints from  over  the  State  about  the  fees  charged  students, 
and  we  went  fully  into  that  matter,  and,  in  our  opinion,  the 
fees  are  ^nessiYe,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  no  right 
to  enact  from  students  fees  beyond  the  actual  necessities ;  and 
^efrtainly  no  right  to  collect  fees  from  students  to  be  used 
in  paying  back  debts  and  milking  permanent  improv^nsnlib 
We  find  during  the  session  of  1912-1913  the  average  fees  for 
students  in  the  Academic  Department  to  be  $53.00.  That  you 
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may  have  full  infomuMioii  on  this  point  we  quote  the  foUow- 
ing  exhibit  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Crook  to  the  Committee : 

"The  fees  appearing  in  the  schedule  which  follows,  are 
derived  from  the  following  charges,  to-wit : 


Matriculation  fee  (for  the  privilege  of  enrollment  $10.00 

Association  fee  (for  athletics)   10.00 

Rentals  (rent  on  furniture  students  in  dormitory)   5,00 

Law  {tuition  for  session  75.00 

Medicine  (tuition  for  session)      75.00 

Pharmacy  (tuition  for  session)   .•  75.00 

Chemistry,  laboratory  fee,  from  $3  00  to  .   5.00 

Phydcs,  laboratory  fee   3.00 

Medicine,  laboratory  fee,  from  $25.00  to   27.50 

Pharmacy,  laboratory  fee,  from  $10.00  to   19.00 

Other  laboratory  fees,  anatomy,  bacteriology,  etc.,  from 

^•00  to  10.00 

Fees  appearing  in  other  schedules  in  this  report: 

Hospital  or  infirmary,  to  students  on  campus   $  5.00 

Heat,  light  and  water,  to  students  in  dormitory  18.00 

Incidentals,  to  all  students  for  power  plant   5.00 


The  total  fees  from  all  sources  average  about  $25,000.00 
per  year,  but  after  deducting  the  fees  for  living  expenses, 
laboratory  fees,  etc.,  the  actual  fees  are  about  $25,000.«t  per 
year. 

To  illustrate : 

Total  fees  from  all  sources,  1912-1913   $25,67406 

Less 

Hospital   $1,565  00 

Power  Plant   6,062.00 

Laboratory,  etc   2,284.51 

Rentals    375,68  10,787.19 


1912-1913  fees  for  matriculation,  associa- 
tion and  instruction    $1^86.87 

These  total  fees  for  matriculation,  association  and  instruc- 
tion are  expended  for  most  any  purpose  and  it  is  elearly  evi- 
dent that  if  reasonable  ecpnomy  and  business  management  are 


exercised  the  fees  could  be  absolutely  abolished  and  without 
asy  additional  appropriatioii  for  the  Support  Fund.  To  prove 

this  assertion,  the  fees  for  1911-1912  and  1912-1913  were  ap- 
plied to  old  indebtedness  incurred  prior  to  July  1,  1911,  and 
athletics,  etc.,  for  which  the  legislature  did  not  provide,  nor 
for  which  any  of  the  appropriations  were  used,  viz; 

1911-1912.  1912-1913. 

For  coneiN'te  walks,  library   $  135.54 

Library  building,  old  eontraet  McC.  & 

Terry    1,000.00  5,500.00 

Southern  Coal  Co.,  old  account,  power. 

house   1,500.00  1,000.00 

General  fund,  transferred  for  expenses, 

back  salaries,  etc   6,088.04 

Tile  floor  at  hospital   125.00 

Chancellor  Kincannon    on    part  back 

salary    500.00 

Armstrong  Furniture  Co.,  on  account  and 

interest  ...^   1973.55 

Interest  La  Bauve  Fund    2,496.08 

Interest  Taylor  Fund    300.00 

To  athletics,  mostly  Schauber  "graduate 

manager"    4,192.40  3,670.03 

$13  540.98  $14,939.66 

The  item  of  $500.00  to  Chancellor  Kincannon  is  part  pay- 
ment of  $125.00  per  month  salary  for  June,  July,  August  and 
September,  1911.  Up  to  that  date  the  chancellor  drew  a  sal- 
ary of  $5,000.00  per  year,  $3,50000  of  which  came  from  the 
State  appropriation,  and  $1,500.00  per  year,  or  $125.00  per 
month  from  students'  fees. 

You  will  note  that  the  fees  are  taking  care  of  the  La- 
Bauve  scholarships,  also  a  rental  fee  of  $5.00  per  student  or 
$10.00  semfm  for  roop  with  two  students  i^  chi^E^4  for 
use  of  furniture,  when  the  i^udents  are  ^Jso  paying  th$  tf^r 
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RECEIPTS                   1911-1912.  1912-1913. 

Chemistry  laboratory  $    821.58  $  798.68 

BieJagy  laboratory                                   358.32  433  33 

Anatomy  laboratory                                    478.00  489.00 

Materia  Medica                                         40.00  105.00 

Pharmacy  laboratory                                238.32  214 18 

Engineering                                            4^00  61.00 

Physics                                                    14700  183.32 

Chemical  breakage   475  39 

Association                                             3,818.00  3,630.05 

Refund  travelixig  expense,  J.  W.  Bell..  4.00 

  3  622.00  2,619.50 

Medicine                                                2,350.00  2,545.00 

Pharmacy                                             2,575  00  2,920.00 

Matriculation    2,670  00  ^  2,620.00 

  979  50  875.68 

^elay   :                                  6.00  2.00 

Freight  refund   51 

A.  Flournay    7500 


$18,154.23  $18,047.06 
DISBUKSEMENTS. 

Express  and  freight  $    394.17   $  171.37 

Athletic  Association  (See  Schedule  No. 

  4,192.40      3,670  00 

Concrete  work  {walks  for  library   135.54 

  9.20 

Interest  on  overdraft   12.OO 

Shoeing  horse   1  qo 

Biuid  instruments    100.10 

Premium  secretary's  bond   25.00 

Books  for  law  library   52.00 

Printing   iqO.OO 

Telegraph  aAd  telephones   6.69 

Furniture   4^00 

McClanahan  &  Terry,   oA  library  con- 

  1,000.00  ^500.00 

Fairbanks  Morse  &  Co.,  hl.Qote  Itnd  t«ej^e  105.00 

Cremoline  M'f  *g.  Co.,  floor  dressing   235.20 
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Southern  Coal  Co   1,500.00  1000.00 

Room  rent,  Phi  Sigma   35.00  20.00 

Chemistry   719.87  705.21 

Anatomy   247.93  390.18 

Biology   352.22  403.42 

Materia  Mediea  and  Pharmacy   630.74  244.81 

Transferred  to  general  fund    6,088.04 

Fees  refunded                                            26  66  208.60 

Physics   152.64  166.44 

Tile  floor,  hospital    125.00 

General  repairs    52.35 

N.  P.  Schauffer,  traveling  expense  . .  25.15  42.00 

Appraising  Commission,  expenses   34.50 

J.  W.  Bell,  traveling  expenses   179.21 

J.  C.  Pant,  traveling  expenses   30.00 

Chancellor's  salary,  A.  A.  Bjneannon..  50000 

Correction  account  error  in  deposit   ^0 

Scientifie  material   ^'^-33 

Dr.  Kowland,  for  hospital    6.35 

Binding  periodicals  ..,   130.32 

Toilet  paper    ^^^2 

Armstrong  Furniture  Co   l,756.0o 

Interest  on  Armstrong  Furniture  Co, 

notes   217.50 

Part  salary,  Fraser  J   '  217.50 

Interest  LaBauve  Fund    2,496.08 

Interest  Taylor  Fund   300.00 


Totals  $17  208.91  $17,932.94 


The  Power  Plant  does  not  seem  to  he  very  satisfactory, 
although  it  has  cost  considerable  money.  According  to  the 
figures  of  the  accountant  thd  cost  of  operating  the  Power 
Plant  is  about  14,400.00,  as  follows: 

Coal  $9,500.00;  salaries,  labor  and  material,  $4,900.00  a 
year,  and  its  total  production  is  $10,721.12,  middng  a  loss  of 
$3,678.88  annually. 


F£LIX  LABAUV£  FUHD 


Felix  LaBauve,  a  French  bachelor,  wlio  lived  in  DeSoto 
county,  willed  to  the  univewity  a  part  of  his  fortune,  and  hia 

will  of  record  in  DeSoto  county,  reads  as  follows: 

"I,  Felix  LaBauve  knowing  the  uncertainty  of  life  do 

make  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  manner 
following,  that  is  to  say: 

"I  desire  my  remains  to  be  entered  on  Lot  426  at  the 
most  eligible  place  to  be  selected  by  executor  hereafter  named, 
a  monument  to  be  erected  to  cost  not  over  Five  Hundred  Dol- 
lars, inclosed  with  iron  railings  the  inscription  thereon  to  be : 
'Felix  Labauve  bom  at  Voigiers  on  the  16th  November,  1809. 
France,  died  on  the  Aged   I 

give  demise  and  bequeath  the  following  sums  to  the  following 
persons,  namdy: 

To  Widow  Helena  Cobb  nee  Hood,  of  Texas,  One  Thou- 
sand Dollars  ($1,000).  To  Widow  Jemima  Payne,  nee  Hollo- 
way,  of  DeSoto,  One  Thousand  Dollars  ($1,000).  To  Widow  E. 
J.  Williams  nee  Hancock,  of  Tate,  Five  Hundred  Dollars 
($500)  and  her  note.  To  Miss  Berthe^Pousin,  of  Fere,  en  Tar- 
denoise,  France,  Five  Thousand  Dollars  ($5,000)  wliioh  shall 
be  held  by  my  executor  and  invested  as  he  may  think  safest 
and  best  and  the  interest  paid  to  her  yearly  for  life.  Should 
she  die  within  ten  years,  but  in  case  she  lives  ten  years  longer 
then  I  wish  the  amount  paid  to  her.  But  should  she  die  with- 
in ten  years  after  my  death,  having  no  children  living  at  her 
deatli,  I  wish  the  money  to  be  paid  to  the  hospital  of  the  town 
of  Vougiers,  Department  Des  Acdemues,  France.  But  should 
she  die  leaving  children  then  my  Will  is  that  the  said  money 
shall  be  paid  over  to  their  legal  guardian.  To  Htnry  Elder, 
of  Natchez,  bishop  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  his 
successors.  Lots  Nos.  426,  427  and  428  on  Section  13,  T.  3  R. 
8,  DeSoto,  except  that  part  on  Lot  426  reserved  for  my  remains 
for  the  sole  use  and  purpose  of  erecting  a  B.oman  Catholic 
chapeL  To  Master  F.  B.  White,  son  of  my  exe<Jutor,*my  watch 


and  chain.  Then  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  property  of  every 
kind  I  devote  to  the  creation  of  a  scholarship  in  the  University 
of  Mississippi  to  be  called  LaBauve  Scholarship,  for  the  educa- 
ti<m  of  boys  in  the  nniversity  and  their  support  while  there 
who  are  orphan  children  of  worthy  parents  and  citizens  of 
D.eSoto  county  and  who  are  to  be  selected  and  presented  by 
my  executor  or  in  the  ^vent  of  hia  death  or  resignation  of 
this  trust,  then  the  president,  for  the  time  being  of  said  uni- 
versity and  his  successors  the  proceeds  and  income  only  to  be, 
used  for  l^at  puii>08e  md  the  principal  sum  to  remain  un- 
touched and  such  property  my  said  executor  shall  invest  when 
realized  in  such  manner  as  in  his  judgment  will  best  carry 
out  the  object  in  view  and  to  retain  the  same  during  his 
lif 3,  unless  he  shall  desire  to  surrender  the  same  in  such  ease 
or  in  case  of  death,  I  direct  that  such  funds  shall  be  paid  over 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  university  on  the  condition  that  the 
bond  of  such  treasurer  shall  be  conditioned  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  said  fund  and  the  proper  disbursement  of  the  same.  I 
desire  my  executor  to  take  charge  of  my  family  relics  and 
dispose  of  them  as  he  thinks  most  proper. 

I  make  and  constitute  and  appoint  my  friend  Thomas  E. 
White  my  executor  of  this  Will  and  his  empowered  to  sell 

real  and  personal  property  either  at  private  or  public  sales 
as  he  may  judge  bestr 

There  shall  be  no  bond  req\iired  of  him  to  execute  this 
trust.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and  seal  this 
16th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1879. 

F.  LABAUVE. 

.     Filed  July  11th,  1879. 

R.  W.  WEST.  Clerk/' 

According:  to  the  records  at  the  university  the  total  amount 
received  under  the  terms  of  the  above  Will  was  $21,411.04, 
which  amount  was  placed  with  the  treasurer  of  the  university 
on  the  10th  day  of  February,  1890.  The  {oUowing  exhibit 
from  Mr.  Crook's  report  to  the  Committee,  gives  the  handling 
of  this  fund  in  detail: 

Total,  $21,411.04. 


r 
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Th«  sum  of  $10,000.00  of  the  above  cash  was  loaned  to 
Chas.  Scott,  Bosedale,  Miss.,  on  March  8th,  1890,  and  the  in- 
terest from  this  and  other  securities  furnished  a  number  of  free 
scholarships  to  students  from  DeSoto  county,  but  all  of  the 
securities  and  land  were  soon  converted  into  cash  and  placed 
in  the  general  fund  of  the  university  and  was  used  for  the 
payment  of  salaries  to  the  offieeii  and  faculty  to-wit  • 

July  6th,  i&J32-Note  bearing  8  per  cent,  executed 
by  officers  of  the  university  to  treasurer  of  ttie 
university   $6,491.24 

Jan.  22nd.  1894 — Xote  bearing  8  per  cent,  executed  by 
officers  of  the  university  to  treasurer  of  the 
university   5,000.00 

m 

From  1894  to  1904  a  part  of  these  funds  were  placed  at 
various  times  to  the  general  fund  of  the  university  to  meet 
salaries  and  expenses  and  on  June  1,  1904  the  balance  of  only 
$5,528.67  remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  La  Bauve  fund  was 
transferred  to  the  general  fund  of  the  university,  and  on  that 
date  (June  1,  1904)  a  note  was  given  the  officers  of  the  uni- 
versity to  the  treasurer  of  the  university  in  lieu  of  previous 
notes  and  for  the  entire  amount  $20,800.96.   This  note  is  now 
held  by  the  treasurer  of  the  university  as  a  matter  of  form  and 
bears  interest  at  6  per  cent  which  is  paid  out  of  students' 
fees  and  is  immediately  withdrawn  to  take  care  of  the  scholar- 
ships.  In  other  words  the  facts  as  shown  by  the  treasurer's 
records  are  that  the  entire  amount  of  LaBouve  funi  was  ap- 
plied to  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  university  and  since  1906 
the  students'  fees  have  paid  for  the  so-called  scholarships  from 
DeSoto  county." 


As  will  be  seen  in  the  Will  set  out  above,  it  Avas  the  in- 
tention of  Mr.  LaBauve  that  this  fund  should  remain  in  tact 
and  only  the  interest  be  used,  and  we  believe  the  expendi- 
ture of  this  fund  as  shown  above  was  mismanagement  anl 
gross  violation  of  a  sacred  obligation.  It  is  but  justice,  how- 
ever, to  state  that  the  present  management  had  nothing  to  do 
with  spending  the  original  fund.    The  poor  boys  of  DeSoto 
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county  are  entitled  to  the  interest  on  this  fund,  but  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  just  and  right  to  tax  the  boys  from  other  coun- 
tieg  with  fees  to  pay  for  the  education  of  DeSoto  county  boy». 
Therefore,  we  believ,?  the  best  way  out  of  this  twigle  is  to 
pass  a  bill  providing  that  the  obligation  be  recognized  and  as- 
sumed by  the  State,  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent 
per  annum  on  the  sum  of  the  note  be  appropriated  annually 
out  of  the  state  treasury  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  La- 
Bauve  fund  at  the  university.  It  would  probably  be  wise  also 
to  provide  the  special  trustee  of  this  fund  from  DeSoto  county 
be  required  to  designate  and  appoint  the  students  to  receive 
the  benefits  of  said  fund. 

* 

TSLR  TAYLO&  FUND. 

/ 

a 

In  1904,  Doctor  William  A.  Taylor,  of  Booneville,  donated 
$2,500  to  the  university  as  a  memorial  to  his  deceased  son, 
the  interest  on  this  fund  to  be  used  to  pay  for  medals  to  be 
awarded  annually.  In  1905-1906,  $2,000  of  this  fund  was  used 
in  the  erection  of  a  building  known  ag  "Taylor  Hall"  and  the 
remaining  $500  was  turned  into  the  general  fund  and  used 
for  current  expenses.  We  suggest  that  this  fund  also  be  as- 
sumed by  the  State  as  in  the  case  of  the  LaBauve  fund.  The 
treasurer  holds  a  note  of  the  trustees  for  this  amount,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  and  the  interest  is  paid  out 
of  student  fees,  as  in  the  ease  of  the  other  fund. 

> 

•ODOM  FUKD. 

The  Odom  Fund  of  $2,000  remains  intact  and  has  been 
loaned  out  at  interest.  However,  the  note  was  paid  on  the 
7th  day  of  February.  1913,  and  since  that  date  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Porter,  treasurer,  without  interest.  We  as- 
sume, however,  Uiat  the  board  will  require  him  to  pay  interest 
on  the  amount  for  the  time -that  it  has  been  in  his  hands. 

"We  foimd  the  attendance  of  the  university  at  the  time 
we"  were  there  to  be  slightly  under  tiiat  of  former  years,  but 
as  far  as  we  were  able  to  tell  it  seemd  that  good  work  was 
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being  done.  The  stnd^t  body  impressed  us  as  being  a  most 
splendid  one,  and  there  seemed  to  be  the  best  of  feeling  be- 
tween the  student  body  sad  the  faculty,  fund  all  was  moTing 

along  harmoniously.  The  past)  two  years  have  been  hard 
ones  for  the  university.  The  fightt  oyjbt  the  fraternity  ques- 
tion was  not  without  its  disturbing  influences  Avhieh  were 
felt  in  the  life  of  the  institution.  That  question  has  been 
settled  and  the  fraternities  put  out  by  law,  and* that  law 
upheld  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  is  being  obeyed,  so  far  as 
we  could  ascertain. 

The  following  exhibit  from  our  accountant's  report  will 
give  information  on  the  dining  hall: 

**I  find  that  nearly  all  purchases  of  groceries,  meats, 
produce,  etc.,  to  be  used  by  all  the  boarders  are  charged  to  this 
aecoimt  on  secretaxy 's  ledger,  and  the  groceri^  used  for  Bicks 
Hall  (the  girls'  boarding  house)  and  hospital  or  otiier  depart- 
ments are  credited  to  this  account,  and  the  respective  depart- 
ment charged.  To  follow  this  method  a  store  room,  or  dis- 
tributing place  was  used,  thereby  affording  a  splendid  op- 
portunity for  groceries,  etc.,  to  be  sold,  delivered,  or  consum- 
ed for  other  purposes  thw  for  which  they  were  purchased. 

I-  do  not  charge  that  this  was  done,  but  I  could  easily 
determine  the  facts  without  any  bookkeeping  if  the  matrons 
of  Gordon  Hall,  Ricks  Hall  and  hospital  had  kept  an  accurate 
check  of  goods  received,  but  I  tind  that  this  important  duty 
was  neglected  during  most  of  the  period  of  my  investigation, 
and  an  effort  to  trace  this  matter  would  be  useless. 

> 

I  find  that  during  the  last  biennial  period  that  groeeries 
from  this  store  room  were  charged  to'  Secretary  Roos  and 
Chancellor  Kincannon  and  if  this  practice  (which  I  consider  ir- 
regular) is  to  be  continued,  a  store  or  m^eantile  system  of 
accounting  should  be  installed.  While  Secretary  Ross  paid  his 
account  promptly  each  month,  the  account  of  Chancellor  Kin- 
^  cannon,  starting  in  June,  1911,  and  increasing  monlMy  to 
May,  1913,  reaching  the  ^um  of  *1,059.76,  was  not  credited 


4 
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witii  amy  payments  until  ^&rch.  2S,  1913,  and  settled  ia  foil 
June  30.  1913. 

It  must  be  rememberdd  that  thefae  groceries,  «tc.,  which 

go  to  make  up  Kmeannon's  personal  account  were  originally 

charged  to  Gordon  Hall,  or  Boys'  Boarding  House  and  is  not 
credited  to  the  Boys'  Boarding  House  until  Kincannon  pays 
the  account,  consequently  the  boys  have  paid  more  than  th.3 
cost  of  board  during  this  period,  and  this  is  an  accumulation 
which  was  applied  on  an  old  indebtedness  to  the  Armstrong 
Furniture  Co.  (See  Sheet  No.  3,  following  under  the  head  of 
"Disbursements.") 

Recently  a  system  has  been  adopted  requiring  matrons 
of  the  boarding  departments  to  make  requisitions  for  a  monthly 

supply  and  bids  are  invited  accordingly,  which  is  very  good; 
but  they  (the  matrons)  should  see  that  they  get  what  is  asked 
for,  and  carefully  check  idl  supplies  received.  I  took  the  lib- 
erty of  instructing  the  Gordon  Hall  m.atron  as  to  this,  and 
offered  some  suggestions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  records' 
should  be  kept.  The  method  of  having  monthly  requisitions 
as  explained  by  Secretary  Ross  prevents  the  accumulation  or 
carrying  of  any  goods  in  the  store,  however,  in  my  investiga- 
tion of  the  records  kept  by  the  matrons  at  Gordon  Hall,  I 
found  that  now  daily  charges  arf  made  to  Chancellor  Kincan- 
non for  steaks,  etc.  delivered  to  his  residence ;  this  reference 
is  not  intended  as  a  reflection  on  Chuicellor  Kincannon;  but 
as  a  business  proposition  the  selling  or  charging  of  provisions 
to  any  one  should  not  be  allowed,  and  I  submit  this  information 
for  your  careful  consideration. ' 

The  cost  of  board  as  charged  to  students  is  $15.00  a 
month,  which  includes  laundry,  pressing  and  the  sweeping  of 
rooms  and  from  my  observations  and  investigations  the  food 
served  here  is  goo^  and  I  have  heard  no  complaints  otherwise. 

We  have  traced  the  account  from  month  to  month  and  on 
the  basis  of  $15.00  for  board  ,there  appears  a  gradual  accumu- 
lation or  credit  balance,  sometimes  a  part  of  which  is  consom- 
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ed  by  giving  the  boys  better  fare,  or  delicacies^  but  in  the 

"long  run"  the  accumulation  is  used  for  other  purposes.  At 
the  close  of  collegiate  yeanr  in  June,  1911  (just  before  the 
beginning  of  my  period)  the  surplus  balance  as  per  ledger 
aeeoiint  wasf  $861.36,  of  which  the  sum  of  $841.01  was' re- 
mitted to  the  Southern  Coal  Co.  on  June  26,  1911  for  coal 
used  at  Power  House,  leaving  a  credit  balance  of  $20.35.  In 
addition  to  the  surplus  balance  the  inventory  of  the  store  room 
on  June  1,  1911,  was  $906.00  less  delivered  to  summer  school 

$295.63,  leaving  the  net  amount  of  inventory  $611.07,  which 
consisted  mosUy  of  case  goods." 

The  university  owns  a  section  of  land  where  it  is  located, 
and  we  see  no  reason  why  a  small  farm  opened  up  and  oper- 
ated on  a  business  basis  would  not  be  a  paying  venture  and 
help  to  reduce  the  cost  of  living  by  supplying  at  actual  cost 
a  good  portion  of  th«  table  fare  for  t&e  dining  hajls. 

The  biiildings  in  the  main  are  in  very  good  condition,  al- 
though some  repairs  are  needed  in  the  roof  of  the  hospital, 

and  some  minor  repairs  in  other  buildings  AVe  can  see  no 
pressing  nesd  for  new  buildings  at  this  time.  Chancellor 
Kincannon  has  been  highly  snceessfnl  in  obtaining  appropriar 
tions  for  new  buildings,  and  the  buildipgs  are  good  ones. 

We  found  that  a  number  of  suits  have  been  filed  against 

the  University  on  account  of  alleged  breach  of  contracts  and 
non-payment  of  obligations.  ^Most  of  these  suits  have  been 
settled  and  settled  favorably  to  the  University.  We  very 
much  regret  that  misunderstandings  and  disagreements  be- 
tween the  Chancellor  and  certain  creditors  of  the  University 
have  been  such  as  to  lead  to  law*suits,  as  such  things  tend  to 
bring  the  institution  into  disrepute  and  are  certainly  very  dis- 
tasteful and  embarrassing  to  the  jpeople  of  the  State. 

The  Committee  requested  Secretary  Ross  to  make  a  full 
^  and  complete  inventory  of  all  property  belonging  to  the  uni- 
vermty  and  since  we  were  there  that  faAs  been  done,  and  it 


is  one  the  most  complete  in  every  cletail  that  could  have 
been  done. 

The  University  owns  a  section  of  laud  where  it  is  located, 

and  owns  23.360  acres  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  all  to- 

geth«r,  valued  at  $113,600.  The  buildings  on  the  campus, 
including  residences,  are  listed  at  $375,500.  The  inventory- 
includes  everything  possessed  by  the  institution,  and  is  suni- 

med  up  as  follows: 
t 

Equipment   48,616.00 

Supplies   1,508.98 

Books    23,165.35 

Furniture   :   11,813.92 

Lands     113,600.00 

Buildings   375,500.00 

Total  $575  204.85 

The  enrollment  for  iiie  session  ol  1912-1913  was  411,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  379.  The  average  cost  to  each 
student  of  fees  and  board  was  $173.00  and  the  per  capita  cost 
appropriated  by  the  State  was  $322.68,  making  the  total  actual 
cost  for  each  student  in  the  Academic  Department,  $495.86,  to 
say  nothing  of  railroad  fare,  books,  clothes  and  spending 
money.  This  makes  the  cost  of  a  university  education  beyond 
the  nieans  of  many  worthy  yomig  men,  and  such  should  not 
be  the  case. 


We  find  that  during  the  biennial  periQd  from  July  1,  1911, 
to  July  1,  1913,  over  $19,000  was  paid  out  of  student  fees  and 
boarding  house  fund  on  old  debts,  for  which  the  students  who 
were  forced  to  put  up  the  funds  were  in  no  wise  respponsible, 
and  from  which  they  received  no  benefit. 

We  strongly  urge  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  take  steps 
to  reorganize  the  fee  system  and  reduce  the  fees  in  the 
Academic  Department  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  $15  00  per  ses- 
sion, and  if  possibly  to  reduce  the  cost  along  otber  lines,  so  * 


that  the  benefits  of  this  great  institution  may  be  had  by  young 
men  of  moderate  means 

The  report  of  our  accountant,  Mr.  Lewis  E.  Crook,  is  on 
file  and  will  give  additional  information  along  general  lines. 

to  those  who  desire  to  know  more  about  conditions  at  the 
university. 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

The  office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  were  examined 
and  audited  by  Chas.  E.  Wermuth  and  Company,  covering 
nearly  four  years,  from  Oetober  1, 1909,  to  June  30, 1913. 

The  report  of  this  department  is  long  and  tedious  and 
filled  with  many  statisaics,  as  the  department  is  a  kind  of 
clearing  house  as  to  receipts  and  disbursements  of  nearly  all 
departments  of  the  State  government.  It  required  several 
months'  time  to  examine  and  check  up  all  the  books,  records 
and  vouchers  and  file  this  report  with  the  Coinmittee.  The 
audit  for  the  period  covered  is  exhaustive  and  complete,  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  State.  We  note  a  list 
of  missing  receipt  warrants,  but  there  is  no  dispute  as  to  the 
payment  of  money  into  the  State  treasurey. 

We  find  the  total  principal  of  outstwding  i>onds  on  June 

30,  1913,  to  be  $1,506,889.00.  In  addition  to  these  bonds,  how- 
ever, we  show  that  the  State  owes  to  Kidder,  Peabody  and 
Company,  by  way  of  special  loans  ^00,000.00,  due  January. 
10,  1914,  together  with  5  per  cent  interest  on  the  same,  which 
has  now  been  paid. 

In  the  matter  of  the  oath  required  by  the  tax  collector 
and  the  certificate  required  of  the  chancery  clerk,  and  the 
duly  of  the  auditor  of  public  aecoimts  in  seeing  that  same  be 
done  relative  to  settlements  by  the  tax  collector  as  to  State 
taxes,  we  find  a  very  careless  condition  of  affairs.  Some  in- 
jtaiMses  are  noted  that  s^em  inexcusable,  and  we  trust  thi^ 
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more  care  will  be  exercised  along  this  line  in  tlie  future.  The 
auditor  should  be  vigilant  and  insist  on  receipts  for  pay  war- 
rants, and  see  that  same  are  approved  by  the  Governor  where 
the  law  so  requires.  The  auditor,  however,  has  done  his  best 
to  cure  these  defects  and  comply  with  this  suggestion  by  pro- 
curing receipts  and  approvals  wherever  it  could  reasonably 
be  done.  By  simple  errors,  some  tax  collectors  were  overpaid 
tax  commissions,  but  most  of  this  has  since  been  collected  and 
cb«  auditor  is  making  an  effort  to  get  it  all. 

The  State  depository  system  is  a  great  sueeess.  AVe  have 
about  eighty-two  banks  which  «have  complied  with  the  law 
for  State  funds  and  had  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Stato 
on  July  5,  1913.  the  sum  of  $485,154.38.  From  October  1,  1909, 
to  September  30,  1913,  the  State  has  received  $45,015.20  in  in* 
terest  on  State  deposits. 

Under  Chapter  lOS,  lawes  o|  1912,  automobile  tax  amount- 
ing: to  $28,040  was  colltcted,  and  less  expense  of  collection, 
there  has  been  paid  into  the  State  treasury  the  sum  of  $26,- 
454.35.  Thi»  law  wa9  declared  unconstitutioii^l  in  May  19X3. 
(See  61  S.  R.,  page  965).  Therefore,  the  St^te  will,  no  doubt, 
refund  this  money  to  the  parties  paying  it  in. 

The  auditor  insists  that  he  needs  more  office  help  to  take 

care  of  the  increasing  duties  of  this  office. 

The  auditor,  under  date  of  October  1,  1913,  has  made 
some  very  clear  and  positive  suggestions  to  the  legislature 
on  various  subjects,  which  we  earnestly  commend  to  the  care- 
ful attention  of  the  members  of  that  body.  He  states  that  in 
January,  1914,  the  State  will  owe  $843,465.00  of  which  $733,- 
000.00  is  for  money  borrowed  by  the  Governor,  $10,465.00  for 
lands  bought  for  penitentiary,  and  $100000.00  for  probable 
deficit  of  penitentiary.  This  is  all  in  addition  to  the  usual 
Q^igfttiona  of  ^  St^te  fof  current  expenseii. 

The  State  auditor's  office  is  bookkeeper  for  various  de- 
partJu^ts  msud  r^itpiires  a  laxge  amoiuut  of  ddtaU  W/prlf.  9^4 
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painstaking  to  keep  everything  straight.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible to  eliminate  all  errors,  but  the  Committee  believes  that 
the  present  incumbent,  Hon.  Duncan  L.  Thompson,  is  doing 
his  b«»t,  and  h«  is  a  v^ry  efficient  man,  a  bookkeeper  of 
good  training,  and  a  man  well  informed  on  the  affairs  of 
the  State  government.  He  is  making  the  State  a  splendid  of- 
ficial, and  his  books  are  in  good  shape  and  well  kept. 

In  checking  this  department,  w«  found  a  number  of  er- 
rors, which  resulted  in  the  collection  of  over  $700.00  for  the 
State,  but  no  part  of  this  was  funds  handled  by  the  auditor. 

The  report  of  this  department  contains  much  information, 
.    and  is  on  file  for  the  benefit  of  the  legislature. 


HEPABTMENT  OF  INSURANCE. 

This  department  was  checked  by  accountant,  Charles  E. 
Wermuth,  covering  the  period  from  October  1,  1911,  to  Sep- 
-    tember  30i  1913. 

There  are  a  few  discrepancies  in  the  department,  but  of 
small  consequence.  The  report  of  the  auditor  closes  in  th^e 
words:  "The  books  of  the  department  were  found  to  be  cor- 
rectly kept  and  the  records  complete  in  every  detail.  Our 
analysis  of  the  receipts  balances  to  a  cent  with  the  ledger 
for  the  department.*'  We  therefore  conclude  that  the  de- 
partment is  in  good  shape.  It  is  a  revenue  producer  over 
and  above  all  expenses,  as  is  shown  by  the  report  of  our  ac- 
countant. From  October  1,  1911,  to  September  30,  1913,  this 
department  paid  into  the  State  treasury,  in  general  fund  and 
fire  tax  fund  $^.545.45.  From  this  sum  deduct  the  com- 
missioner's salary  and  traveling  expenses  and  office  help,  and 
we  have  left  about  $390,000.00  net,  over  and  above  all  ex- 
Mmm-  The  ehie^  iueome  i|  from  privilege  and  premium  taxea. 

In  this  connection,  we  will  state  that  the  salary  of  the 
commissioner  is  $3,000  p^er  wuei  and  ^QQ  fear  trav^g  ex- 


p^baes.  He  is  allowed  office  help  to  the  extent  of  $2  75C 
jper  year,  and  ^ployB  three  partdee  with  this  fm&d.    W.  J. 

Miller,  the  fire  marshal  receives  a  salary  of  $1,800  per  yeai 
and  is  paid  out  of  the  fire  tax  fund. 

There  is  a  small  balance  of  a  l:und  known  as  the  ^^Pub* 
lieation  Fund/'  amounting  to  $1^0.50  on  September  30,  1913, 
and  is  on  deposit  in  banks  to  the  .credit  of  the  Insurance  De« 
partment.  This  fund  varies  from  time  to  time,  and  in  ordei 
to  have  it  paid  into  the  State  treasury  an  act  of  the  legis* 
latore  would  be;  necessary, 

W.  J.  Miller,  fire  marshal,  at  a  salary  of  $1,800  per  year, 
is  at  present  not  under  bond,  though  the  premium  has  been 
^paid  for  four  years  and  his  bond  only  covered  one  year,  end- 
ing Jnauary  1,  1913.    We  are  informed,  however,  that  the 
bond  will  be  filed  at  once. 

The  report  of  the  accountant  is.  on  file,  and  will  give 
additional  information,  if  desired  by  any  member. 


INDUSTBIAL  INSTITUTE  AND  OOLLBGE. 
Oolumbus,  MiMMBippi 

The  Committee  yktited  the  Industrial  Institute  and  College 
after  having  received  the  auditor's  report  on  the  books  and 
handling  of  funds.  The  general  condition  of  the  institution 
is  good,  and  the  members  of  the  ia&ultyf  are  endeavoring 
to  keep  it  up  to  the  high  standard  it  has  enjoyed  for  many 
years. 

We  find  that  a  former  member  of  the  Board  df  Trustees 
had  been  considerably  interested  in  contracts  with  the  insti- 
tution,  and  that  a  present  member  has  also  been  interested 
in  some  deate  with  the  school.  This  practice  is  in  violation 
of  the  law,  and  we  call  attention  to  it  with  the  hope  that 
it  wffl  not  oeeur  again.  To  BWiM  such  liol^ioiis  of  the  law, 
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whether  committed  with  fraudulent  intent  or  not,  is  a  respons- 
ibility equally  upon  the  president  and  other  high  afficiak  of 
a  State  instituti<m,  aa  weU  as  upon  the  trustees  themselves, 
and  in  this  regard  the  very  appearance  of  violating  that  wise 

provision  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  Code  should  be  avoid- 
ed. 

The  college  authorities  will  ask  the  legislature  to  enlarge 
the  hospital  by  a^  addition  to  the  present  building.  The  Com- 
mitt«e  visited  the  hospital  and  feel  that  an  expenditure  of 
money  by  the  State  for  this  purpose  at  this  time  is  not  vitally 
necessary. 

The  remodeling  of  Moore  HaU  in  order  V>  make  more 
room  for  teachers  aid  students  has  also  been  suggested. 
This  improvement  is  asked  for  by  the  college  authorities,  and 
the  Committee  endorses  it,  provided  it  can  be  dom  for  a  rear 
sonable  amount.  Two  rea8<»is  are  assigned:  One  is  because 
the  room  is  needed ;  and  the  other  is  that  the  building  which 
is  fast  becoming  delapidated  will  be  saved. 

President  Whitfield  is  gradually  having  the  campus  ini 
proved  by  grading  and  filling  in  the  low  places,  thus-  making 
its  appearance  more  attractive,  as  well  as  making  it  better 
fitted  for  athletic  games.  At  some  future  time,  when  other 
things  are  not  requiring  such  large  expenditures  of  money,  it 
would  be  well  to  consider  the  construction  of  a  fence  around 
the  sides  and  back  of  the  campus.  This  would  be  a  great  im- 
provement for  the  college  campus  and  a  protection. 

Quite  a  large  amount  of  money  has  accumulated  from  the 
student  accounts  paid  by  them  for  board  and  other  purposes ; 
accumulating  over  a  period  of  years,  the  amount  is  not  un- 
usually large.  However,  with  the  enormous  sums  of  money; 
'  appropriated  by  the  State  for  the  maintenaiice  and  support  of 
its  higher  educational  institutions,  the  Committee  would  favor 
a  policy  to  keep  the  fees  charged  the  students  as  low  as  pos- 
sible,  and  the  living  expenses  of  the  students  at  a  minimnm, 
and  as  near  on  a  co-operative  ba^is  of  actual  cost  as  can  be 
done/  v..  ~ 
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The  Industrial  Institute  and  College  lias  long  had  the  repu- 
tation of  doing  splendid  work,  and  the  Committee  belieYes  it  is 

living  up  to  t^at  reputation  admirably;  this  is  largely  due 

to  the  members  of  the  faculty  who  are  so  well  qualified  for 

their  work,  and  which  they  willingly  do  for  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation, as  copmared  with  that  of  others  of  equal  attain- 
ments. V 

•   The  report  of  our  accountant  on  the  books  and  handling  • 
of  the  funds  of  the.  Industrial  Institute  apd  College  is  very 
gratifying  to  the  Committee,  and  it  is  filed  herewith  for  your 
information. 


SPEOIAI.  REPO&T. 

After  the  legislature  convened  communications  v.^ere  re- 
ceived by  members  making  certain  charges  against  the  1. 1,  and 
C,  and  a  joint  resolution  was  passed  directing  the  Committee 
to  return  to  Columbus  and  make  a  special  investigation  of  the 
charges,  which  was  done.  After  returning,  the  following  spe- 
cial report  was  made  in  both  houses  of  the  legislature: 

"Acting  under  instructions  of  a  joint  resolution  passed 
by  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  the  Investigating  Commit- 
tee left  Jackson  last  Wednesday  night  for  Columbus  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  investigation  of  the  charges  made 
against  the  Industrifld  Institute  and  College  by  one  S.  T.  Payer, 
in  communications  received  by  members  of  the  legislature. 

"We  reached  Columbus  shortly  after  noon  Thursday  and 

immediately  went  to  work.  We  required  President  Whitfield 
to  answer  under  oath  each  and  every  charge  contained  in 
the  letter  abow  referred  to.  Wa  also  examined  more  than 
fifty  witnesses  under  oath,  and  behind  closed  doors.  Am(mg 
the  number  were  professional  and  business  men  of  Columbus, 
.  nunisters  of  the  gospel,  laboring  mdn,  polieem^  the  Mayor 
of  Columbus,  members  of  the  faculty  and  students.   We  'also 
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talked  privately  with  citizens  of  Columbus  and  stud^ts  at 
the  school,  and  made  eveiry  effort,  possible  to  run  down  each 
and  every  report  and  rumor  against  the  school,  and  nowherf 
could  be  find  any  testimony  or  private  utterance  that  tended 
to  substantiate  the  charges  made  against  the  Industrial  Insti- 
tute and  CoUege;  and  the  only  adverse  criticism  that  we  could 
hear  was  that  some  of  the  girls  had  been  indiscrete  in  dresi 
when  taking  part  in  some  play  given  by  the  school.  We  were 
assured,  however,  that  the  objectionable  costumes  had  been 
discarded  and  that  there  had  been  no  criticism  along  this  line 
for  some  time,  perhaps  two  years: 

•We  find  that  the  charge  against  President  Whitfield  that 
his  demeanor  towards  the  girls  had  been  improper  is  litteriy 
false  and  basely  unlarue. 

We  find  on  the  contrary  that  the  students  are  all  loyal 
and  devoted  to  him  and  that  his  conduct  has  at  all  times  been 
proper,  and  that  his  interest  in  the  girls  is,  as  far  as  such  a 
thing  could  be  possible,  that  of  a  father  or  brother. 

The  standard  of  the  college  has  been  raised  within  the 
past  few  years  and  is  now,  in  our  opinion,  d<ring  the  best  work 
it  has  ever  d<me  during  all  the  years  of  its  successful  history. 

In  support  of  this,  our  report,  we  have  sworn  testimony 
ol  more  than  fifty  witnesses  which  he  will  have  transcribed 
if  so  desired  and  ordered  by  the  legislature. 
(^^SriQ^)  A,  C.  ANDBfiSON,  Chairman. 

S.  J.  OWEN,  Vice  Chairman 

D.  C.  BRAMLETTE,  Ja.,  Secretary. 

W.  A.  ELLIS. 

W.  L.  EVANS. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  audit  of  the  Executive  Department  was  made  by  Mr. 
Lewis  E.  Crook  and  covered  the  period  of  Governor  Brewer's 


administration,  from  the  date  of  his  induction  into  officd 
down  to  md,  including  December  20,  1913.  The  receipts  of 
the  BxecTitive  Department  for  the  period  of  thig  audit  were : 

Contingent  fund,  1912  $  5,000.00 

Contingent  fund,  1913   •   5,000.00 

>Additional  contingent  fund,  1913    1,070  56 

Storm  fund,  1913    5,000.00 

Mansion  repair  fund  1912   3,016.17 

Strike  emergency  fund,  1912   :   2,000.00 

Penitentiary  investigation  fund,  1913    10,000.00 

Flood  sufferers'  fund,  1,912    9,116.58 

Spanish-American  war  fund   3,661.35 

Total  $43,864.66 

In  his  report  to  us,  our  accountant  says:  "All  the  vouch- 
ers for  the  disbursements  of  the  various  funds  were  checked 
and  found  correct,  with  certain  exceptions  noted  as  to  the 
proper  support  or  authority  for  some  of  the  items,  which  fol- 
low in  the  r^rt."  And  again  he  says:  "Your  special  atten- 
tion is  invited  to  the  penitentiary  investigation  fund  *  *  * 
In  checking  up  this  fund  I  was  unable  to  procure  the  accounts 
or  contracts  to  support  the  amounts  paid  direct  to  the  Burns 
Detective  Agency,  or  to  them  through  one  Ha  H.  Sample,  and 
have  listed  such  items  under  the  head  of  exceptions  •  *  •  I 
asked  Mr.  Buck,  the  Governor's  private  secretary,  for  this 
data  and  he  replied  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Bums 
contract  and  knew  nothing  of  the  transactions.     I  also  ap- 
proached the  Governor,  concerning  this  matter,  as  he  was  board- 
ing a  train  for  Vieksburg  arid  he  stated  that  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  all  sums  paid  on  the  Bwms  contract  would  be  pre- 
sented to  the  legislature.    While  the  penitentiary  investiga 
tion  fund  proper  only  shows  disbursements  to  the  amount  of 
$8,444.30,  this  is  not  all  the  money  that  lias  been  expended  for 
that  purpose,  as  about  $3,000  of  the  contingent  fund  was  used, 
and  1  have  prepared  a  schedule  of  the  expenditures  for  peni- 
tentiary investigation  to  date,  amounting  to  $11,697.85." 

Following  the  report  of  our  accountant,  we  had  Governor 
Brewer  evmo  before  us,  and  he  ^owed  us  the  correspondence 
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betAveen  the  JUuns  Detective  Agency  and  himself  which,  with 
their  verbal  understanding,  constituted  their  contract  The 
Governor  also  told  us  that,  while  there  had  never  been  filed 
with  him  an  itemized  statement  in  support  of  the  checks 
drawn  m  favor  of  the  Burns  Detective  Agency,  yet,  he  had  re- 
quested that  it  be  done;  that  he  expected  all  these  itemiza- 
tions within  a  few  days,  and  that  he  would  make  report  there- 
on to  tlie  legislature.  We  understand  that  these  vouchers  have 
been  filed  with  the  Governor  since  the  taking  of  his  testimony. 

The  t)ooks  in  the  Governor's  office  are  neatly  and  correct- 
ly kept  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Buck,  the  <^fficient  private  secretary  of 
the  Governor,  and  our  accountant  feels  himself  indebted  to  Air 
Buck  for  courtesies  and  valuable  assistance  rendered  him  in 
his  investigation  of  .the  Governor's  office 


MISSISSIPPI  SIATJB  BOA&D  OF  HEALTH. 

By  direction  of  your  Committee,  a  thorough  and  complete' 
audit  of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Mississippi  State  Board 
of  Health  was  made  by  R.  G.  Cranch  and  Companv,  atid  re- 
port made  thereon  December  6,  1913.  Mr.  Cranch,  in  his 
report,  among  other  very  complimentary  things  says:  "We 
find  all  cash  appropriated  to  this  board  correetlv  accounted 
for,  and  economically  used.  The  condition  of  the  records 
is  excellent,  and  the  personnel  of  the  Health  Department  de- 
serves commendation  for  their  careful  and  painstaking  M  ork.  " 
And  further  he  says:  "Our  first  comment  on  the  Health  De- 
partment is  that  the  people  of  the  State  are  certainly  receiv- 
ing 100  cents  for  every  dollar  appropriated  to  an  dexpended 
by  the  Board  of  Health." 

The  Department  of  Vital  Statistics,  which  was  provided 
for  by  the  legislature  two  years  ago,  has  been  installed  and 
in  very  good  working  order.  It  is  claimed  that  after  this  de- 
partment is  well  organized  and  statistics  are  gathered  that 
are  worth  while,  there  will  be  some  revenue  collected  through 
furnishing  the  figuies  so  gathered  to  those  who  are  willing 
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to  pay  for  such  service.  The  Laboratory  Department  is  one 
that  seema  to  be  mideriiig  good  service  to  the  State,  the  re- 
cord showing  that  during  the  biennial  period  since  the  last 
legislature  11,242  bacteriological  examinations  have  been 
made  £ree  of  e<^t  to  the  people  of  the  State.  The  fact  that 
the  average  doctor  is  not  equipped  for  this  character  of  work 
and  the  fact  that  hei  can  send  a  specimen  to  the  Board  o£ 
Heidth  and  get  an  immedii^  examination  free  of  charge 
makes  it  one  of  importance.  *!Hie  work  of  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector has  also  shown  good  results.  The  record  shows  that 
over  900  proseentions  have  resolted  from  the  work'  of  the  in- 
spector, and  over  $3,000  collected  in  fines.  The  fact  that  so 
many  prosecutions  have  resulted  from  the  insjgections  is  proof 
that  the  inspector  has  found  work  to  do. 

* 

The  legislature  appropriated  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
for  the  years  1912-1913  the  sum  of  Forty  Thousand  Dollars, 
and  we  are  asked  to  make  a  further  increase  for  the  years 
1914-1915. 

Your  Committee  recognizes  the  value  of  an  efficiently 
administered  Department  of  Public  Health,  but  we  believe  that 
some  of  the  amounts  asked  for  in  the  bill,  as  submitted  to  our 
accountant  by  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  in- 
corporated in  his  report  to  the  Committee,  to  be  excessive  and 
not  imperatiyely  neeessaiy  to  the  success  and  progress  of  the 
Health  Department.  We  believe  that  the  total  amount  asked 
for  can  be  greatly  reduced  without  injuring  the  departmnt  or 
hindring  its  progress. 

for  can  be  ^eatly  reduced  without  injuring  the  department  or 
hindering  its  progress. 


AGBICULTU&AL  EXP£BIMENT  STATION, 

MeN^  MitHiwBippi 

This  station  Avas  created  under  Chapter  61,  Laws  of  1900, 
8$»pFOved  March  12,  1900.   It  is  located  ju^t  south  of  the  vil- 
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lage  of  McNeil,  Eearl  Eiver  county,  Miasiasippi,  tm  the  New 
Orieans  and  Northeastern  Railroad,  and  embraces  a  large 
tract  of  land,  ttte  piney  woods  seetion  of  the  StiM». 

Mr.  E.  B.  Ferris,  a  graduate  of  the  A.  &  M.  CoUeeg  at 
Starkville,  is  local  Experiment  Director,  and  has  general  su- 
pervision of  the  station,  assisted  by  a  few  employes  and  la- 
borers. 

The  station  was  checked  in  August,  1913.  by  the  L.  L. 
Blount  Audit  Company,  covering  the  period  from  1902  to 
June  30,  1913.  While  the  audit  was  in  progress  a  cmb-com- 
mittee,  composed  of  S.  Joe  Owen,  W.  A.  Ellis  and  W.  L.  Evans, 
visited  the  station,  and,  in  company  with  Air.  Ferris,  director, 
made  an  inspection  of  the  place  in  general.  We  examined  the 
fields,  fences,  farm,  buildings,  live  stock,  crops,  and  in  fact, 
the  whole  situation  as  best  we  could  from  every  viewpoint. 
•  Mr.  Ferris  was  very  obliging  and  courteous  to  us,  and  showed 
us  every  attention  to  facilitate  our  investigation. 

From  the  auditor's  report  it  will  be  found  that  the  inven- 
tory of  property  was"  valued  at  $28,606.82  on  -June  30,  1913. 
Errors  and  omissions,  amounting  to  $80.90  was  promptly  paid 
into  the  State  treasury  by  Mr.  Ferris,  leaving  a  balance  at 
that  time  of  $11.14  due  the  State.  A  small  dairy  is  run  on 
the  station  and  seems  to  be  doing  fairly  well. 

The  land  is  poor  and  sandy  and  crops  poor  also,  except 
some  real  fine  corn,  highly  fertilized.    The  cotton  was  small 
.  and  not  yery  pi^mising;  the  sugar  cane  crop  was  not  very 
good.  But  this  is  an  experiment  station  and  not  a  commercial 
farm. 

An  experunent  station  owtied  by  the  State  ought  to  be 
^     kept  in  fine  shape  all  the  time,  as  an  object  lesson  for  all  the 
neighbors  around,  as  a  kind  of  exemplar— a  grand  model  of 
what  the  ideal  farm  should  be. 

Thus  far,  the  sugar  mill  venture  is  a  faUnre  and  $3,000 . 
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or  $4,000  lost.  AVe  found  some  garden  and  orchard  truck, 
and  the  usual  experimental  crops  of  cotton,  corn,  peas,  cane 
and  sweet  potatoes  growing. 

The  accountant's  report  is  filed  for  further  information. 

.  «   \ 

STATE  LAND  OaMMIBSIONBB. 

« 

The  State  Land  Office  was  checked  by  Chas.  E.  Wermuth 
and  Company,  covering  a  period  of  two  years,  from  October 
1,  1931,  to  September  30,  1913,  except  the  record  of  patents 
issued  was  checked  back  to  October  1,  1910.  We  found  the 
records  in  that  office  to  be  in-foad  shape.  It  was  difficult 
to  tell  just  what  had  been  collected,  and  whether  everything 
was  fully  accounted  for  or  not.  The  books  are  being  as  well 
kept  now  as  is  possible  to  keep  them  in  the  condition  the  of- 
fice is  in.  There  really  should  be  a  general  overhauling  of 
the  office;  much  w^ork  is  needed  to  be  done  on  the  books 
and  records,  and  it  would  not  be  a  bad  idea  to  have  a  full 
and  complete  audit  for  many  years  l)ack,  which  we  were  tlot 
able  to  make  on  account  o|  time  and  money  being  too  short. 

It  is  difficult  to  tell  from  the  records  in  that  office  just 
how  much  land  the  State  owns,  but  the  total  amount  must  be 
around  two  million  aeries.  Much  has  been  sold,  and  is  atiU 
being  sold,  for  a  price  so  far  below  the  actual  value  that  it 
amounts  to  a  gift  to  the  purchaser.  We  suspect  that  a  care- 
ful examination  would  disclose  considerable  &aud  ii^  con* 
nection  with  the  purchase  of  public  lands;  that  is  to  say, 
those  who  want  to  get  hold  of  certain  State  lands  would  have 
a  third  party  ** homestead''  a  piece  of  land  and  buy  it  at  the 
very  small  price  that  has  been  cliarg(!d  for  the  land,  and  then 
afterwards  transfer  the  title  to  the  ''man  behind  the  scheme/' 

We  believe  that  it  would  be  money  well  spent  if  the  legis- 
lature would  appropriate  money  to  hare  some  competent  man 

go  fully  into  all  the  records  in  the  office  and  straighten  them 
out.-  It  would  be  money  well  spent  also  to  provide  that  the 


State  lands  be  mapped,  platted  and  appraised,  so  that  When 
inquiry  is  received "  about  a  certain  piece  of  land  it  would  be 
easy  to  quote  a  price  on  it  that  would  be  reasonable  to  the 
buyer  and  y^t  fair  to  the  State.  We  believe  that  if  thesa 
t}^o  suggestions  are  followed  out  successfully  that  it  will 
mean  a  saving  of  no  less  than  two  to  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  the  State  within  the  next  few  years. 

Leigh  Watkins,  who  was  deputy  land  commissioner  at 
the  time,  confessed  in  July  to  having  embezzled  a  sum  of 
money  in  that  office,  but  before  we  checked  the  office  he  re- 
canted and  paid  the  money  back  into  the  treasury  with  in- 
terest for  the  time  he  kept  it  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent.  The 
total  amount,  principal  and  interest,  amounting  to  $328.05.  In 
addition  to  this,  we  found  a  shortage  of  $345.00  received  from 
the  sale  of  lands  and  which  had  not  been  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury. This  amount  is  yet  unpaid,  but  we  feel  sure  that  it  will 
be  collected.  This  shortage  occurred  in  the  year  1912  after 
the  present  incumbent,  Hon.  M.  A.  Brown,  became  commis- 
sioner, and  while  Mr.  John  Smiley,  now  deceased  was  his 
deputy.  They  were  both  under  bond  at  the  time  the  money 
was  collected.  After  discovering  the  shortage,  we  brought 
the  matter  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Brown  in  the  following  let- 
ter: 

becem'ber  31,  1913. 
Hon.  M.  A.  Brown,  Land  Commissioner, 

Jaekson,  Miss. 
Bear  Mr.  Brown: 

We  have  received  the  official  report  today  from  the  au- 
ditors who  checked  your  office  and  we  find  that  thejy  re- 
ported a  shortage  of  $345.00,  this  being  the  same  shortage  dis- 
cussed with  you  last  w^ek. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  you,  being  the  of- 
ficial head  of  the  office,  are  liable  to  the  State  for  the  amount 
and  that  you  should  see  that  it  is  paid  into  the  treasury. 


Should  you  desire  to  be  heard  before  the  Committee  we  shall 
gladly  accord  you  that  privilege. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  C.  ANDERSON. 
CSudmiaii  Legislatiye  luyestagatiug  Committee. 

Mr.  Brown  came  before  the  Committee  and  admitted  the 
shortage,  but  disclaimed  personal  responsibility  therefor.  He 
was  very  frank  and  fair  with  the  Committee,  and  we  do  not 
believe  that  he  intended  to  defraud  the  State.  After  eon- 
ferriii^  with  Mr.  Brown,  we  wrote  ike  following  letter  to  the 
Attorney  General:  — 

January  6,  1914. 

Hon.  Ross  A.  Collins, 
Attorney  General. 
Jaekson,  Miss. 

Dear  Mr.  Collins: 

In  checking  the  land  office  we  found  a  shortage  in  the 
accounts  amounting  to  $345.00.  We  hand  you  herewith  certain 
papers  in  the  matter  and  ask  that  yon  proceed  in  your  of- 
ficial cajMieity  to  collect  the  said  amount  of  $345.00,  either  by 
suit  or  in  such  manner  as  you  deem  right  and  proper. 

.  Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  these  papers  that  I  may 
know  yon  received  them.  ^ 

Very  truly  yours, 

.  -       '  A.  a  ANDERSON, 

Chairman  Legislative  Investigating  Committee, 

We  found  in  checking  the  affice  that  Commissioner 
Brown  was  not  under  bond  during  the  year  1913,  his  bond 
having  expired  the  first  of  i^at  year  and  was  not  renewed  on 
aecount  of  some  careless  oversight. 

The  report  of  our  accountant  is  on  file  with  the  Committee, 
-and  we  shall  be  glad  to  furnish  any  additional  information 
that  may  be  possible  to  give  any  member  of  the  legislature 
who  may  desire  it,  * 
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S£CB£TA&Y  OF  STAXE. 

The  office  of  Secretary  of  State  was  checked  by  R.  G. 
Craneh  and  Company,  and  eoYer^  a  period  of  time  from 
April  1,  1910,  to  December  1,  1913.  It  was  found  that  the 
system  of  bookkeeping  used  by  Mr.  Power  was  crude  and  im- 
perfect .and  many  errors  were  found  as  a  result  thereof.  It 
was  found  that  errors  had  been  made  in  nndercollections  on 
charter  fees  and  other  sources  of  collection  to  the  amount  of 
$592.59,  for  which  amount  Mr.  Power  assumed  responsibility, 
and  at  once  paid  it  into  the  treasiuy. 

The  secretary  of  State  keeps  such  books  as  the  State  has 

for  sale,  and  he  has  many  on  hand— more,  in  fact,  that  will 
ever  be  needed  or  wanted.  He  has  no  inventory  of  the  books 
on  hand,  and  has  some  trouble  in  keeping  track  of  them  and 
of  knowing  just  what  he  haa.  It  oeeurs  to  us  that  a  cueful 
inventory  should  be  kept  of  all  books  comintT  into  his  hands 
and  a  careful  record  made  of  all  sales,  and  in  that  wav  we 
could  tell  at  any  time  just  how  many  he  has  on  hand  and  how 
much  money  he  has  collected  from  the  sale  of  books. 

The  Secretary  of  State  is  the  chief  officer  on  the  Board 
of  Public  Contracts,  and  is  expected  to  attend  to  all  the  de- 
tails thereof,  which  he  does  as  its  secretary.  Prior  to  the  new 
law  of  1912,  the  public  printing  was  divided  into  five  classes, 
whereas  now,  under  the  new  law,  it  is  divided  into  twenty- 
nine  classes  and  is  Avorking  admirably  and  saving  the  State 
several  thousand  dollars  annu^ly. 

■ 

Since  we  checked  up  this  office,  Mr.  Power  has  installed 
a  new  and  up-to-date  business  system  in  his  office,  and,  with 
his  new  books,  and  the  help  the  accountants  have  been  able 
to  give  him  we  are  sure  he  will  have  less  trouble  in  the  future 
and  keep  his  records  in  better  shape.  This  office  is  one  of 
the  most  important  in  the  State,  and  should  be  kept  in  good 
order."  The  report  of  our  accountant  is  on  file  for  further  in- 
formation. 


m 
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TAZOO,  mSSISSIPPI,  DELTA  LEVEE  BOARD. 

darksdale,  Mississippi. 

The  Yazoo-Mississippi  Delta  Levee  Board  was  checked, up 
by  Lewis  E:  Crook  for  a  period  of  four  years  ending  Septem- 
ber 30th,  1913.  This  district  embraces  nine  counties,  and  is 
controlled  by  a  Board  of  Commisioners  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, one  of  their  number  elected  president  of  tlie  board. 
The  board  also  elects  a  secretary-treasurer  and  a  bookkeeper, 
who  are  not  members  of  th«  board. 

The  books  and  records  of  the  board  were  found  to  be  in 
good  shape  and  well  kept,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
errors,  they  were  correct.  *  ^ 

* 

The  secretary,  Mr.  Clark,  gives  but  little  time  to  the  po^ 

sition,  the  work  beino-  done  by  the  bookkeeper.  Mr.  Clark, 
however,  is  under  a  One  Hundred  Thousand  Dollar  bond. 

The  following  extracts  from  ^Ir.  Crook's  narrative  re- 
port will  be  of  interest  to  the  legislature : 

**The  revenvie  or  taxes  derived  from  the  nine  counties 
which  comprise  this  Levee  District,  were  compared  with  the 
eoUections  by  the  sheriffs  of  their  respective  counties  as  fur- 
nished to  the  State  auditor,  and  sam.^  were  correct.  In  addi- 
tion thereto  some  special  privilege  licenses  and  back  taxes 
were  paid  direct  to  the  Levee  Board  office  of  which  the.  State 
auditor  has  no  record. 

"All  the  pay  rolls,  estimates  on  contracts  and  material  for 
levee  eonstruetion  appv'ar  to  be  correct.  In  our  examination 
of  these  items  we  have  accepted  the  approved  vouchers  of 
Major  Dabney,  chief  engineer,-  in  connection  with  the  contract 
as  stated  in  the  minutes,  which  is  the  extent  of  our  investiga- 
tion as  to  the  construction  work.  However,  I  have  listed  on 
Exhibit  No.  5  evey  disbursement  under  my  period  of  audit  for 
your  further  consideration.  The  amount  expended  during  the 
past  four  years  is  $497,830.31  an^  this  added  to  prior  expendi- 
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tures  as  shown  by  the  books  gives  a  grand  total  of  $5,761,806.04 
invested  in  levee  construction  proper— not  considering  the 
amount  expended  for  "right  of  way"  damages,  maintenance, 
etc. 

"This  account  represents  a  fictitious  value,  in  that  the 
purchase  of  right  of  way  and  the  payments  to  property  owners 
for  damages  ^are  passed  to  one  head,  and  the  right  of  way 
should  be  segragated  from  the  damage,  and  separate  accounts 
opened  in  ledger. 

"During  1911  and  1912  a  lot  was  purchased  and  building 
erected  at  a  total  cost  of  about  $38,000.  While  the  building  is 
commodious,  modern  in  every  deteil,  and  supposed  to  be  fire 
proof,  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  expenditurte  of  such  an  amount 
for  a  domicile  was  unnecessary  and  an  imposition  on  the  tax 
payers  of  this  district.  I  failed  to  fmd  in  the  records  where 
offers  of  sit<e8  were  invited,  but  on  Minute  Book,  page  290,  the 
president  of  the  board  informed  the  other  members  present 
that  he  had  procured  an  option  on  the  present  ate  for  the 
sum  of  $2,200,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  board,  the  lot  was 
purchased;  a  voucher  for  same  being  issued  and  payable  to 
E.  L.  Anderson,  May  9th,  1911,  who  was  not  a  mmber  of  the 
board  at  that  time. 

"Furthermore.  I  have  been  unable  to  find  in  the  minutes 
where  competitive  bids  were  received  for  the  eonstruetion 
of  the  building,  although  on  Minute  Book  page  285  under  date 
of  January  27th,  1911,  the  president  was  authorized  to  Sdcure 
estimates. 

"Under  date  of  December  28th,  1911— Minute  Book  page 
309 — a  contract  with  Olsen  and  Lesh  to  construct  this  build- 
ing was  approved  but  the  amount  of  the  contract  is  not  stated, 
and  strange  to  say  on  October  31st  1911,  nearly  two  months 
before  the  contract  was  approved,  the  firm  of  Olsen  and  Lesh 
were  paid  the  sum  of  $2,750,  for  the  first  estimate  and  extras 
on  the  work. 

"Detailed  Exhibits  follow  for  these  ^xpenditaras  undeif 


their  separate  heads.   Many  of  t^e  pay  rolls  are  not  properly 

receipted  and  especially  is  this  the  case  for  High  Water  ex- 
pense ;  hut  I  am  advised  that  men  of  integrity  handled  the  pay 
rolls  during  the  High  Water  fight — and  also  under  such  con- 
ditions it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  rolls  would  be  re- 
ceipted according  to  the  usual  requirements. 

'^I  have  listed  the  current  salaries  for  your  information 

on  Exhibit  No.  18,  and  beg  to  invite  yonr  attention  to  the  sal- 
aries paid  Guy  P.  Clark,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  E.  L  An- 
derson, purchiusing  agent,  being  $150  per  month  and  $83.33  per 
month,  respectively.  It  is  evident  to  me  that  these  parties 
are  mere  figure-heads  and  their  salaries  amounting  to  $2,800 
per  year  is  a  useless  expense.  It  is  also  evident  from  the  rec- 
ords that  Mr.  Clark,  the  secretary,  takes  no  active  interest 
whatever  in  the  afairs  or  transactions  pertaining  to  the  Levee 
Board,  his  duties  being  merely  to  affix  his  name  to  the  checks 
or  vouchers,  which  is  generally  done  in  advance  and  are  after- 
wards drawn  by  the  bookkeeper  and  countersigned  by  the 
president-  While  the  law  provides  for  a  secretary-treasurer, 
it  is  expected  that  he  should  earn  the  compensation  allowed, 
but  from  my  observations  all  of  the^  work  is  new  being  done 
hy  the  bookkeeper  at  an  additional  salary  of  $125  per  month. 
Furthermoer,  the  requisitions  from  the  levee  camps  for  pro- 
vigions  and  supplies  are  forwarded  to  the  bookkeeper  and 
in  turn  are  sent  to  the  pui^hasing  agent.  It  occurs  to  me,  and 
is  plainly  evident  that  one  man  in  the  capacity  of  secretary- 
treasurer  eould  not  keep  bui^  in  att^iding  to  the  duties  for 
which  three  men  are  now  being  paid.  My  motive  in  calling 
your  attention  to  this  matter  is  prompted  purely  by  a  sense 
of  duty  and  is  not  int^ded  as  a  reflection  upon  any  of  these 
gentlemen. 

"In  reference  to  Guy  P.  Clark,  secretary  and  treasurer, 
there  appears  under  the  head  of.  Printing  and  Stationery" 
on  Exhibit  No.  14,  various  disbursements  to  the  Register  Pub- 
lishing Company  for  the  publishing  of  minutes,  reports,  etc., 
ajso  for  printing.  Mr.  Clark  is  manager  and  one  of  the  owners 
of  the  Register,  and  tlm  business  is  given  to  him  without  in- 
viting competitive  bids. 


"For  some  time  prior  to  the  beginning  of  this  audit,  large 
sums  of  monej  were  kept  on' deposit  in  the  Planters  Bank  of 

Clarksdale,  aad  other  banks  from  which  (the  records  shoAv)  no 
interest  was  derived  by  the  Levee  Board.  In  1907  and  1908  the 
monthly  balances  in  the  Planters  Bank  alone,  rtuiged  from 
$230,000  to  $504,000  and  averaged  $393  000  per  month  for  a 
period  of  over  eighteen  months;  but  I  understand  that  the 
interest  on  this  and  other  depository  balances,  or  a  part  there- 
of has  been  recovered  from  Ex-Treasurer  F.  I.  AVilliauis  by 
process  of  law. 

"Since  the  beginning  of  my  investigation,  in  1909,  the 
fniids  have  been  distributed  with  depositories  throughout  the 
vanous  counties  in  the  district  and  in  1910,  the^  depositories 
throughout  the  various  counties  in  the  district  and  in  1910, 
the  depositories  began  paying  2  per  cent  on  daily  balances.  It 
appears  that  the  funds  have  been,  fairly  distributed,  it  being 
necessary  at  certain  periods  to  centralize  the  amounts  at  the 
Planters  Bank  of  CLarksdale  for  the  payment  pf  bond  coupons, 
debentures,  etc. 

"On  June  22nd,  1912,  debentures  in  the  sum  of  $200,000 
were  deposited  with  the  Planters  Bank  and  this  amount  was 
not  consumed  until  January,  1913;  the  monthly  baluiees  de- 
creasing from  $160,000  to  $32  000  (after  transferring  some  of 
the  funds  to  other  depositories)  or  an  average  monthly  balance 
of  $71,00Q  for  a  period  of  six  months.  During  this  period  the 
debentures  were  drawing  5  per  cent  and  as  only  2  per  cent  on 
balances  was  allowed  by  the  depositories,  it  was  not  a  very 
profitable  1a>ansaction  for  the  Levee  Board  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  such  a  lax^e  amount  of  debentures  were  neces- 
sary at  that,  time. 

"In  August)  1909,  the  sale  of  $323,000  of  4  1-2  forty  yeas 
funding  books,  was  eonsnmated.  These  bonds  were  sold  to  take 
advantage  of  the  option  to  retire  6  per  cent  bonds  of  the  Third 
Series  for  like  amount.  While  there  waa  some  delay  in  get- 
ting in  the  old  bonds,  the  transaction  was  regular  and  no  one 
lost  any  interest  or  suffered  from  the  delay,  unless  it  waa 
the  deUnqpent  htmSkMar/* 


The  bonds  of  local  officials,  whU^  appears  to  be  ample 

are  as  follows: 

Guy  P.  Clark,  Secretary  $  5,000.00 

Guy  .P.  aark,  Treasurer    100,000.00 

T.  J.  Cfollier,  Bookkeeper   5  000.00 

The  comment  of  our  accountant  as  set  out  above  brings 
to  your  attention  the  most  important  features  of  his  audit. 

Numerous  reports  had  reached  us  to  the  effect  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  board  had  not  been  correct,  but  we  were  unable 
to  substantiate  the  rumors  by  sworn  tetstimony.  We  summoned 
and  examined  several  witnesses  from  whom  we  expected  to 
get  information,  but  they  gave  nothing  that  reflected  upon 
the  board.  A  few  witnesses  who  were  desired  by  the  com- 
mittee were  summoned  through  the  mail  to  a,ppear  before  the 
committee  but  did  not  respond  end  have  never  answered  the 
communication  and  we  have  been  unable  to  get  them  before 
the  eommitete;,e.  It  will  recalled  that  Chapter  160,  Laws  of 
1912,  authorized  the  board  to  issue  bonds  in  an  amount  not 
to  exceed  $500,000.00  to  bear  a  rate  of  interest  below  6  per 
cent  to  be  fixed 'by  the  board,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  in 
outstanding  bonds  issued  in  1897  to  the  amount  of  $500,000.00, 
which  bonds  are  bearing  6  per  cent  interest  and  were  issued 
for  a  period  of  fifty  years  subject  to  call  in  twenty  years.  The 
purpose  of  this  act  was  to  enable  the  commissioner's  at  their 
option,  to  call  in  the  6  per  cent  bonds  and  issue  new  ones  at 
a  lower  rate  of  interest  and  thereby  save  interest  to  the  tax 
payers.  The  bonds  provided  for,  however,  have  not  been  is- 
sued, as  the  bonds  now  outstanding  can  not  be  called  in  until 
1917.  The  bonds  now  outstanding  consist  of  five  issues,  ag- 
gregating a  total  of  $1,799000.00;  .which  is  the  bonded  in- 
debtedness of  the  district.  Three  of  these  issues  bear  interest 
at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  one  4  1-2  per  cent  and  the  other, 
as  stated  above,  hears  6  per  lieat  It  oeesra  to  us  that  it  would 
be  good  business  to  call  in  the  issue  of  1897,  6  per  cent  bonds, 
and  replace  them  with  bonds  bearing  a  lower  rate  of  interest, 
whidi  we  are  sure  the  eomBussioners  will  do.  The  credit  of 
the  board  is  good  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  In  floating 
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bonds  at  a  rate  lower  than  6  per  cent.    The  board  handles 
a  laarge  amount  of  money,  which  is  raised  by  a  system  of  taxa- 
tion,^ including  privilege  tax,  ad  valorem  tax,  acreage  tax, 
and  has  received^back  taxes  along  from  time  to  tim:e ;  total  tax 
eoUections  for  the  year  1912-13  was  $508,900.96,  which,  how- 
ever, was  considerably  in  excess  of  any  prior  year  in  the 
period  of  our  audit,  made  necessary  by  the  high-water  fights 
of  1912  and  1913.   We  find  that  receipts  from  October  1,  1909. 
to  October  1,  1913,  including  taxes,  bonds  and  debentures  sold, 
amounted  to  $2,512,526.84,  and  the  treasurers'  balanee  on  Octo- 
ber 1,  1913,  was  $42,344.23.    We  find  that  the  high  water 
fights  of  1912  and  1913  cost  the  board  $59,413.07  for  the  two 
years,  but  is  much  to  the  credit  of  the  board  and  to  the  able 
chief  engineer.  Major  T.  G.  Dabney,  and  his  efficient  assist- 
ant, W.  L.  Head,  that  the  levees  did  not  break  and  that  the 
people  of  that  section  of  the  Delta  were  protected  from  the 
flood.    Since  the  high  waters,  Major  Dabney  has  set  a  new 
standard  for  his  levee,  and  now  proposes  to  raise  it  to  ai 
height  that  he  believes  will  be  full  protection  for  all  time  to 
•come.   The  levee  built  by  Major  Dabney,  which  he  has  been 
thirty  years  perfecting,  has  answered  the  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  a  levee  can  be  built  that  will  protect  the  low 
lutids  from  overflow. 

We  find  that  the  board  has  paid  out  large  sums  for  rights 

of  ways,  which,  in  some  instances,  appears  to  be  exorbitant. 
The  damage,  however,  is  appraised  by  a  board  appointed  for 
that  purpose  and  either  side  has  the  right  to  appeal  to  the 
courts.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  present  board  to  settle 
these  claims,  when  possiblet  to  do  so,  without  a  suit  in  court. 

The  following  are  the  salaried  officers  of  the  board: 

Officers.  p^r  Amtum. 

J.  W.  Gutrer,  president,  salary  account  .  .$1,000.00 

B.  L,  Anderson,  purchasing  agent,  salary  account  . .  1,000.00 
Guy  P.  Clark,  secretary-treasurer,  salary  account...  1,800.00 
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T.  J.  Collier,  bookkeeper,  salary  account    1 500.00 

D.  L.  Thompson,  auditor,  salary  account    600.00 

Gary  and  Rice,  attorneys,  law  expense    1,800.00 

Oscar  Bovinson,  janitor,  general  expense    300.00 

T.  6.  Dabney,  chief  engineer,  engineering'  expense. . .  4,500.00 

AV.  L.  Head,  Asst.  chief  engineer,  engineering  expense  3,000.00 

H.  B.  Walton,  resident  engineer,  engineer  exi>ense.. . . .  1,800.00 

T.  D.  White,  2nd  Asst.  engineer,  engineering  expv^'use  1,200.00 

0.  S.  Goetz,  rodman,  engineering  expense    1,080.00 

H.  V.  Patton,  inspector,  engineering  expense    720.00 

N.  E.  Offenheimer,  Asst.  engineer,  engineering  expense  1,800.00 

H.  W  Patrick,  rodman,  engineering  expense   900.00 

J.  T.  Eddins,  Jr.,  rodman  engineering  expense   900.00 

T.  G.  Wingfield,  Jr.,  rodman,  engineering  expense  . . .  720.00 

J.  E.  Kogrs,  storekeeper,  levee  Const.  &  Maint   300.00 

Nain^.                                                     Per  Month; 

Owen  Beecom,  axman,  engineering  expense    30.00 

Hezekiah  Chalmers,  axeman,  engineering  expense  ....  30.00 

Abe  Ma^on,  axeman  engineering  expense    30.00 

R.  B.  McGregor,  foreman  hoat  road  force   60.00 

J.  M.  Trimble,  forman  mechanics    60.00 

>y.  E.  Dickinson,  forman  repair  force  No.  1   75.00 

K.  W.  Spill,  foreman  special  concrete  force   50.00 

B.  R.  Bagley,  foreman  repair  force  No.  2   75.00 


The  board  has  a  policy  of  raising  funds  for  emergency  by 

issuing  debentures,  which  is  a  form  of  note  and  pledges  the 
income  from  taxes  for  the  current  year  for  the  .payment  of 
same.  This  plan  ereems  to  work  well  and  the  business  manner 
in  which  they  have  been  handled  is  creditable  to  the  board. 
We  found  the  sum  of  debentures,  including  interest,  outstand- 
ing for  1913  to  be  $104,233.28.  The  following  statement  of  re- 
sources and  liabilities  is  taken  from  Mr.  Crook's  report  to  the 
Committee : 

STATEMENT— OCTOB£R  1,  1913. 

Resources 

Guy  P.  Clark,  Treasurer  $  42,344-23 

Levee  Construction  ..$5,735,957.68 
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Commissary  —  Force 

No.  1    4.598.30 

Commissary  —  Force 

No.  2    3,588.29 

Boat  Road  Force   1,203.38 

Team  Expense    16  458.39  ' 


Total  Levee  Construe- 

struction    $5,761,806.04 

Camp  Equipment  ....  1,940.06 

Right    of   Way  and 

Damage   486,944.19 

Gommisary  Me- 
chanics Force  ...  1,946.07  488,890.26 

N.nv  Domicile    34  912.23 

Fimiture     and  Fix- 


tures   1,634.00  $6,331,526.82 

LuOnlikifML 

Bonded  indebtedness   $1,799,000.00 

Debentures  and  interest,  1913    104,233.28  $1,903,233.28 


Investment  above  bonded  In- 
debtedness   $4,428,293.54 

Any  further  information  desired  by  members  of  the  legis- 
lature may  be  obtained  from  the  report  of  our  account^t, 
Mr.  Crook,  which  is  on  file  for  your  inspection. 


MISSISSIPPI  LEVEE  BOABD. 

Greeaville^  Mugissip^ 

The  Mississippi  Levee  Board  has  its  domicile  at  Greenville, 
in  Washington  county.  This  board  is  appointed  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  one  of  the  number  is  eleeted  president  and  the  board 
elects  a  secretary,  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  board.  The  dis- 
trict includes  only  four  counties,  Bolivar,  Issaquena,  Washing- 
ton and  a  portion  of  Warren,  but  has  practically  twice  as 


* 
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mneh  leyee  mildage  as  the  upper  district.  It  is  necessary  also 

that  the  levees  be  higher  and  stronger  as  the  volume  of  water 
is  somewhat  greater. 

The  books  and  records  of  this  board  were  cheeked  up  by 
Lewis  E.  Crook  and  as  the  audit  was  not  completed  until  after 
the  legislature  convened,  it  has  been  impossible  £or  the  Com- 
mittee to  visit  tho  domicile  of  the  board  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  investigation.  Our  accountant  found  the  books  and 
records  in  very  good  shape,  except  the  system  was  not  very 
good  and  some  errors  were  discovered.  Mr.  Crook  made  a 
number  of  suggestions  as  to  how  .the  system  could  be  simipli- 
fied  and  made  better  and  we  B3re  informed  that  the  secretary, 
Mr.  Smith,  will  adopt  the  suggestions  and  perfect  the  system 
at  his  earliest  convenience.  The  period  of  time  covered  by 
our  audit  of  the  books  was  two  years,  beginning , January  1, 
1912,  and  ending  December  31,  1913,  ad  for  that  time  the  total 
receipts  of  the  district  were  $2,054  963.94,  as  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing exhibit  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Crook  to  the  Committee: 

RECEIPTS. 
From  Jamuffy  1, 1912,  to  Deceiober  31,  ldl3. 


Adyalorem  Tax,  Exhibit  No.  3 . . 

$174,347.39 

$180,598.57 

Acreage  Tax,  Exhibit  No.  3  

75,299,63 

74,803.25 

116,786.03 

155,045.54 

5,63134 

290.77 

Yazoo  &  Mississippi  Valley  E.  R. 

for 

,  48,456.00 

48,456  00 

Southern  Railway  Company,  for 

Dis- 

10,108.00 

10,108.00 

Singer   Sewing   Machine  Company, 

684.92 

. .     1  905.62 

$432,534.01 

$169,987.05 

$100,000.00 

$150,000.00 

First  National  Bank  of  Greenville — 

Loan  supported  by  bonds   85,000.00 
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Bank  of  Washington,  Greenville— In- 
terest daily  balances    1029.36  3,421.51 

Commercial  Savings  Bank,  Greenville 

—Interest  daily  balances. . . ,   1,080.05 

Crittenden  &  Stacy— Forfeit  and  dam- 
ages— breach  contract   12  500.00 

Rents  received    100.00         *  2000 

Bond  Refund  Fund — Transferred  to 

General  Fund   500.00 

John  Nystrom— Forfeit  on  breach  of 

contract    2,500.00 

Coupon    Interest    Suspense  Fund — 

Transferred  to  General  Fund  . . .  2,500.00 

Special  Coupon  Interest  Fund   7.50 

Bond  Fund  No.  1— Transferred  to  Gen- 
eral Fund   1,000.00 

Bolivar  County— One-half  cost  of  road 

at  Busby's  47500 

Quitclaim  deeds   73.34  72.21 

Supplies,  material,  etc.,  sold    42.426.74  1.592.03 

Refund  on  payrolls,  advances,  etc   1,296.57  167.92 

Buildings  sold  from  right  of  way   802.00 

Coupons  Nos.  1218  missing  and  one 

due  1918.  $3.00    33.00 

Citizens  bank  cheek  No.  2812.  can- 
celled   1.46 

Accrued  interest  on  bonds  sold   7  168,72 

New  bonds  sold  $797,000.00 

Less  discou-  *  on  same  . .    58,325.00  738  675.00 


Totals  :.  $581,001.98  $1,473,961.96 

Becapitulation. 

Receipts,  1912     $  581,00^ 

Receipts  1913   l,473,96i.j*6 


Total  Receipts  $2,054,963.94 

Balance  January  1,  1911    80,308.56 


2,136,272  50 


DI8BUBSEBCEMTS. 


From  Jauuazy  1,  1912,  (o  Deconba:  31,  1913. 


1912  1913'  • 

Expense    (1913  includes  bond  issue 

expense)   $   4,509.40  $  9.454-67 

Engineering  expense   970.19  3,930.43 

Officers  salaries    10,862.88  10.157.38 

(kiarding  Jovees    5,640.44  3,913.08 

Assistant  Engineers  salaries    1,500.00  3,902.42 

Inspectors  salaries   4,055.00  992.00 

Coupons                                            105,097.50  102,577  0;^ 

Levee  graduation — Washington  county  ^  144,285.64 

Kight  of  Way  Bolivar  county    15,013.60  6  973.05 

Kight  of  Way,  Washington  county. . . .  2,156.68  75,900.88 

Right  of  Way,  Issaquena  county   2,720.52  10,861.05 

Right  of  Way,  Warren  county    49.50 

Levee  repairs,  BoHvar  county   97,970.74  211.855.12 

Levee  repairs,  Washington  county  . . .  42,418.52  205,741.46 

Levee  repairs  Issaquena  county   10,376.98  2,101.65 

Levee  repairs.  Warren  county    .  6,145.73 

Tax   collectors   commissions,  Bolivar 

county    2,303.86  2,635  35 

Tax  collectors  commissions,  Washing- 
ton county   4,569.60  3,365.09 

Tax  collectors  commissions,  Sharkey 

county   1,153.68  1,007.67 

Tax  collectors  commissions,  Isaquena 

county    743.06  692.61 

Tax  collectors   commissions,  Warren 

county    41.54  45.14 

Cotton  tax  commissions   and  deduc- 
tions   291.36  906.40 

Cotton  tax  collection  expense   3,335.36  2,261.68 

High  Water  expense                            181  009  39  232,070.72 

Emergency  expemse  Beulah  break   28,916.12 

Trustees  mileage  arid  per  diem   340.41  921.04 

Printing  v   452.19  442.23 
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Repair  Force  No.  1    22,064.03  25,411.78 

Bepair  Force  No.  2    30,490  65 

Certificate  of  indebtedness   25,000.00  200,000.00 

Interest  on  certificates    441.65  8,949.90 

First  National  Bank— Loan  secured 

by  bonds    85,000  00 

Interest  on  First  National  Bank  Loan.  99.I6 

F.  M.  Scott  Emergency  Fund   540.70 

Cotton  taxes  refunded   503.42  216.03 

Other  taxes  refunded   1.58  22.71 

Bond  No.  373  and  coupon    975  00 

D.  C.  Wasson — Cash  advanced    100.00 

Deposit  Chicago  for  coupons  maturing 

January,  1914   8,750.00 


$  547,208.78  $1,430,995.84 
Recapitulation. 

Disbursements  1912  547  208.78 

Disbursements  1913    1,430,995.84 


Total  disbursements  $1,978,204.62 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1913 .  157,067.88 


$2,135,272.50 

The  books  show  a  balance  on  hand  on  December  31,  1913. 
of  157,067.88.  The  revenue  for  this  district  is  raised  by  ad 
valorem  taxes,  acreage  taxes  and  cotton  taxes  and  more  or 
less  is  collected  every  year  from  back  taxes.  Tlie  bonded 
debt  of  the  district  is  shown  in  the  following  Exhibit  from 
the  report  of  Mr.  Crook  : 

Otitetanding  Bonds. 
Issued  I\Iay,  1914,  Lev.e  District,  6  per  cent  interest, 
due  May,  1924;  Interest  due  May  and  November,  .$200,000. 

Issued  May,  1904,  I.evee  District,  5  per  cent  interest,  due 
May,  1944;  interest  due  :May  and  November,  $1000,000. 

Issued  Sept.  1909,  Refunding,  4  1-2  per  cent  interest,  due 
Sept,  1934:  interest  due  JMarcli  and  September,  $450,000. 

Issued  April,  1911,  Refunding,  41-2  per  cent  interest,  due 
April,  1936;  interest  due  January  and  July,  $500000. 
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Issued  July,  1913,  Levee  Construction,  5  per  cent  interest, 
due  July,  1U53;  interest  due  January  and  July,  $797,000. 
Total  issue  $2,i947,000. 

The  following  exhibit  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  by 
the  board  since  1882 : 

Work  Done  by  the  Mississippi  Levee  Board  From  July  1, 1882, 

ta  January  1,  1914. 

35,956  899  Cubic  Yards  $7,635,761.63^Amountpaid 

66,097.88— Retained  Pet 


$7,701,859.51— Cost 
Average  cost  per  cubic  yard,  about  21 42  cents. 

Becapitttlatum  by  Counties. 

Cubic  Yds.     Amt.  Pd.  Refund  Pet.  Cost. 

Washington  Co  9,680.544  2,260,195.21  3^,673.32  2,298  868.53 
IssaquciDa  Co.10,576,897  1,962,845.39  1,139.55  1,963.984.94 
AVarren  Co.  . .     443,455        82,938.53     1,225.83  84,164.36 

BoUvai-  Co...  15,256,003  $3,329,782.50  25,059.18  $3,354,841.63 

As  a  matter  of  further  information  to  the  legislature,  we 
quote  the  following  extracts  from  the  narrative  report  of  Mr. 
Crook  to  the  Committee: 

**The  financial  condition  of  tlie  board  is  not  shown  by  t^e 
books  and  account,  as  no  ledger  is  kept  and  I  am  therefore 

unable  to  prepare  a  statement  of  investments  in  excess  of 
bonded  indebtedness. 

While  the  minutes  or  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  are  not  properly  kept  (in  that  it  consists  of  typewritten 
matter  and  newspaper  clippings,  all  pasted  in — ^blank  pages, 
etc.)  it  shows  that  the  board  has  been  diligent  and  it  appears 
that  they  have  exercised  honest  efforts  in  serving  the  district. 

The  taxes  or  revenue  appearing  under  the  head  of  Re- 
ceipts on  Exhibit  No.  1,  is  derived  from  the  following  tax  levy 
—it  being  the  same  for  1912  and  1913,  viz: 
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5  cents  per  acre  on  lands  not  incorporated  in  towns  or 

villages. 

5  cents  on  each  lot  in  towns  and  villages. 

10  mills  advalorem. 

1-5  of  1  cent  per  pound  on  cotton  grown.  ^ 

1-15  of  1  cent  per  pound  on  seed  cotton  grown. 

In  checking  the  receipts  for  acreage,  lots  and  advalorem, 
I  have  relied  on  the  reports  as  furnished  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  tiie  board  by  the  tax  colletors  of  their  respective 
counties  however  these  receipts  will  be  compared  with  the 
receipts  of  State  auditor  and  State  treasurer  and  any  differ- 
ence will  be  promptly  reported  to  your  Committee. 

Also  in  checking  the  cotton,  tax  collectors'  reports,  I  ac- 
cepted the  number  of  bales  as  shown  in  same  as  being  correct 
without  verification.  In  this  connection  it  appears  from  the 
records  that  for  years  past  the  collection  of  cotton  taxes  has 
been  a  problem  with  the  board  and  various  systems  and  »e- 
quirements  have  been  promulgated  to  accomplish  the  end  of 
perfection.  Yet  from  such  information  and  data  I  could  ob- 
tain, these  collections  fall  short  about  10  per  cent  as  compared 
with  the  statistics  of  cotton  grown  in  this  district.  It  might 
be  argued  that  these  statistics  are  in  a  way  incorrec  or  esti- 
mated. However,  in  view  of  the  fluctuations  in  *each  season's 
cotton  qield,  and  having  investigated  past  efforts  in  this  direc- 
tion, I  have  no  suggestion  to  offer  which  would  improve  the 
present  method  for  recovering  cotton  taxes.  Of  course  the 
method  or  system  now  in  vogue  depends  largely  upon  the  in- 
tegrity, energy  and  capability  of  the  cotton  tax  collector 
and  it  is  evident  from  results  obtained  during  the  period  under 
reviewfi  that  the  present  collector  possesses  such  qualifications. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  amount  of  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington 'Interest  on  Daily  Balances'  for  1912  as  compared  with 
1913,  appearing  under  the  head  of  receipts  on  Exhibit  1.  At 
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the  beginning  of  my  investigation  I  noted  this  and  have  pre- 
pared a  schedule  of  balance  so  as  to  determine  the  amount 
of  intrets  to  be  recovered,  but  when  I  stated  my  purpose  and 
inquired  of  the  secrptaiy  and  treasurer,  Mr.  L.  Pink  Smith, 
as  to  how  1  could  get  access  to  the  books  of  tlie  Bank  of  Wash- 
mgtGn  (now  defnnct),  he  presented  a  letter  under  date  of 
November  1.  1918.  from  certain  ac^eountants.  certifying  that 
the  inteerst  for  1912  as  due  by  tlie  Bank  of  Washington 
amounted  to  $4,011.83.  The  Bank  of  Washington  liquidated  in 
September  1913,  transferring  its  business  to  the  Commercial 
Savinj?s  Bank,  but  fortunately  there  are  enough  funds  on  hand 
to  pay  this  amount,  and  I  am  informed  that  at  a  meeting  of 
the  board  of  Monday,  January  12,  1914,  the  sum  of  $3,711.00 
was  agreed  upon  between  the  attorney,  for  tha  board  and  a 
representative  of  the  delinquent  Bank  of  Washington. 

There  is  another  very  important  item  which  appears  to 

have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  board  and  their  aulitors 
during  the  year  1912,  resulting  in  a  loss  of  aobut  $85000, 
which  has  not  been  corrected  and  should  be  recovered  if  pos- 
sible-, and  that  is  the  cotton  tax  collections  for  the  first  six 
months  of  that  year  amounting  to  $71,715.79  (after  deducting 
e<fmmissions)  were  not  turned  in  until  June  29, 1912,  same  hav- 
ing l)oen  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Washington  on  that  date. 
These  collections  are  shown  in  the  reports  as  follows : 


January,  1912   $30,642.00 

i^ebruary,  1912   19,540.00 

•     March.  1912  .  9,630.00 

April.  1912   8,889.00 

May,  1912   1,920.00 

June,  1912    1,528.00 


The  interest  on  the  first  five  items  computed  from  the 
first  of  the  months  following,  at  the  rate  of  3  1-2  per  cent, 
equals  the  sum  of  $816.53  and  a  memorandum  of  these  items 
has  been  left  with  the  board's  attorney,  Hon.  Walton  Shields, 
for  investigation. 

Furthermore,  during  the  year  1912,  Certificates  of  In- 
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debtedness  Nos.  625  to  634,  were  negotiated  for  the  sum  of 

$100,000,  bearing  6  per  cent  interest,  these  certificates  were 

issued  to  the  Bank  of  Washington  under  date  of  April  8th, 

1912,  and  were  not  retired  until  January  15,  1913,  the  total 
amounts  of  interest  paid  on  same  amounting  to  $4,716.00.  It  is 
explained  that  this  money  was  needed  or  held  for  'High  Water 
Emergencies'  and  while  the  exi^anation  is  plausible ;  neverthe- 
less it  was  bad  financing  to  pay  6  per  cent  for  this  period  and 
receive  only  3  1-2  on  daily  balances,  when  the  cash  book 
monthly  balances  subsequently  ars  as  follows: 


April  1.  1912,  cash  on  bond  211,027.45 

May  1,  1912,  cash  on  hand  '   223,004.88 

June  1,  1912  cash  on  hand   114,560.97 

July,  1,  1912,  cash  on  hand   ,  195,337  09 

August  1,  1912,  cash  on  hand    176,400.48 

September  1,  1912,  cash  on  hand   161.669.99 

October  1,  1912.  cash  on  hand   129,423.04 

November  1,  1912  cash  on  hand   171,966.34 

December  1,  1912,  cash  on  hand    97.619.90 

January  1,  1913,  cash  on  hand   114,101.76 


In  justice  to  the  present  secretary  and  treasurer,  L  Pink 
Smiht,  I  desire  to  state  that  the  foregoin»i'  transactions  occurred 
prior  to  his  assuming  office  in  July  ,1912,  and  since  that  time 
the  records  and  transactions  have  received  better  attention, 
cotton  collection  being  reported  promptly  and  bank  balances 
being  compared  regulai*ly.  Prior  to  this  time  it  appears  that 
the  board  or  secretary  and  treasurer  depended  largely  upon 
their  auditors  to  write  up  the  records  and  prepare  semi-annual 
statements. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  item  of  High  Water  expense, 
under  the  head  of  Disbursements  on  Exhibit  No.  1,  which  will 
give  some  idea  as  to  the  large  expenditures  for  this  purpose, 
the  amount  in  1913  l)eing  $232,000.00  and  adding  to  this  the 
emergency  fund  for  'Beulah  Break',  gives  a  total  of  ,$261,000 
for  that  yefitr.  The  payrolls  supjwrting  Hiprh  Water  expenses 
were  all  carefully  examined  and  footed  but  most  of  them  are 
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irregular  on  account  of  not  being  properly  receipted.  But  tlxis 
could  not  be  expected  in  such  strenuoug  times,  and  it  appears 

that  the  disbursement  of  this  money  was  left  to  the  honor  and 
integrity  of  the  paymaster. 

As  to  the  disbursement  for  Levee  Repairs,  Levee  Gradua- 
tion, etc..  I  have  accepted  the  estimates  of  the  engineers  com- 
parinof  same  with  the  contracts  as  shoAvn  by  the  minutes  and 
it  is  evident  that  the  engineers  have  not  slept  on  their  rights, 
as  it  appears  that  all  contracts  have  been  fully  complied  with. 
In  this  connection  your  attention  is  invited  to  the  items  of 
Crttenden  and  Stacey  $12,500.00  and  John  Nystrom  $2,500.00 
under  the  head  of  Receipts,  which  is  for  breach  of  contract, 
damages,  etc. 

The  present  method  of  handling  the  accounts  of  Repair 

Force  No.  1  and  Xo.  2  loaves  a  wide  ^^hannel  for  graft  and  em- 
bezzlement and  should  be  corrected.  The  Repair  Forces  should 
be  charged  with  all  provisions  and  supplies  and  should  be  re- 
quired to  give  an  accounting  for  amounts  furnished  to  labor 
or  deductions  from  pay  rolls  etc.,  showing  inventories,  so 
that  it  could  be  determined  as  to  whether  or  not  correct  dis- 
position has  been  made  of  goods  furnished — also  as  to  the  pro- 
fits from  this  source. 

The  coupons  ])aid  during  my  })eriod  of  audit  were  not 
counted  or  checked,  same  having  been  investigated  by  other 
auditors  and  vertified  by  the  finance  committee  of  the  board 
semi-annually  and  'burned  to  ashes/  according  to  information 
derived  from  the  records. 

The  salaries  paid  officials  as  fixed  at  the  July  meetings  of 
the  1912  and  1913  are  as  follows: 

1912.  1913. 

C.  R.  Smith,  President   $1,000.00  $1,000.00 

L.  Pink  Smith,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. .  1,800.00  2,100.00 

Walton  Shields,  Attorney                        1,500.00  1,500.00 

W.  A.  Stone,  Cotton  Tax  Collector            2,400.00  2  400.00 

W.  J.  Shacklef  ord,  Chief  Engineer            3,000.00  3,000.00 
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Robert  Somerville,  Asst.  Chief  Engineer . .  2,400.00  2,400.00 

On  July  14,  1913,  W.  L.  Thompson  was  elected  chief  en- 
gineer to  succeed  W.  J.  Shackelford,  who  resigned.  Prior  to 
July  1,  1912,  W.  A.  Stone  drew  two  sidaries  monthly,  om  sa 
Cotton  Tax  Collector,  $100.00  and  expenses  and  one  as  Levee 
Guard  $125.00,  see  Exceptions  on  Exhibit  No.  7,  Sheet  No.  1. 

Th«  surety  bonds  for  the  various  officers  are  ample — that 

of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  being  for  $80,000.00  and  placed 
with  the  United  States  Fidelity  and  Guaranty  Company  of 
Baltimore,  Md.   Also  the  securities  from  depositors  are  held 

by  the  tAtorney  for  the  Board." 

We  believe  that  it  wonld  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the 

districts  and  of  the  entire  State,  so  far  as  the  levee  problem 
enters  into  our  public  affairs,  to  have  the  commissioners  elected 
by  the  people,  as  other  officials  are  elected.  We  make  this 
recommendation  without  any  intention  to  reflect  upon  the 
able  men  who  now  hold  the  positions  by  appointment,  or  upon 
any  man  who  has  held  such  a  position  in  the  past.  But  we 
think  where  theire  is  so  much  involved  in  the  wav  of  taxes 
and  in  the  great  importance  of  the  levees  that  it  would  be 
better  if  the  commissioners  were  elected  by  the  people.  To 
this  end  we  would  suggest  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

For  further  information  we  refer  memebers  to  the  report 
of  the  aeeouBtant^  which  we  have  on  file. 


STATE  REVENUE  DEPARTMENT. 
BiML  Wirt  Adams^  Agent. 

The  office  of  the  Revenue  Agent  was  checked  up  by  Mr. 

Lewis  E.  Crook  and  covered  a  period  of  two  years  from  Octo- 
ber, 1911,  to  November,  1913,  and  Sixteenth  Section  lands  from 
1908  to  1911.  We  quote  the  following  from  the  narrative  re- 
port of  Mr.  Crook: 
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*'A1I  the  commissioners  were  verified  and  foimd  correct 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  minor  errors  in  favor  ol 

the  Revenue  Agent,  and  all  receipts  were  in  the  files  for 
amounts  paid  to  the  State  Treasurer,  County  Treasurers,  Mu- 
nicipalities, etc.,  Also  I  find  the  records  in  splendid  ^ape  and 

accurately  kept. 

**Your  attention  is  invited  to  Exhibit  No.  1,  as  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  commissions  derived  from  collections  for  the 
two  years  and  you  will  note  that  after  paying  attorneys  and 
deputies,  the  amount  left  for  the  Revenue  Agent  during  the 
pariod  under  review  is  $25  990.38  and  according  to  the  col- 
lections for  1913  his  share  of  the  commissions  would  he  only 
ahout  $8,000.00  for  that  year.  These  figures  are  the  Revenue 
Ao:ents  shar^*  of  the  gross,  and  any  additional  expense  in- 
'  curred  (other  than  attorneys  and  deputies)  would  have  to"  be 
deducted  to  determine  his  actual  compensation.  In  feet  the 
revenue  from  this  office  depends  upon -the  energy  and  capabil- 
ity of  the  agent  and  his  deputies  fmd  there  is  a  large  variation 
annually  as  to  the  amount  derived. 

**As  to  the  recovering  from  Sixteenth  Section  lands,  which 
covers  a  period  of  four  years,  the  main  portion  of  thes*  col- 
lections occurred  in  1908  and  it  appears  there  wasanagree- 
ment  with  the  attorneys,  deputies  and  Revenue  Agent,  for  each 

to  receive  one-third  of  the  commission  on  recoveries. 

*'Every  courtesy  was  extended^  me  by  the  Revenue  A^ent,  . 
Hon.  Wirt  Adams,  to  facilitate  my  investigation  of  this  office, 
which  is  duly  appreciated.'* 

We  find  that  from  October  18,  1911,  to  November  (3,  1913, 
the  Revenue  Agent  collected  the  sum  of  $312,492.14,. on  which 
collections  he^  received  a  commission  of  20  per  cent  or  the  sum 
of  $62  498.42,  which  was  divided  as  follows,  to-wit : 

Amount  paid  to  attorneys   •  $14,203.19 

Amount  x>aid  to  deputies   22,304.62 

Amount  retained  by  Agent   25,990.38 


$62,498.42 


* 
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Recoveries  on  Sixteenth  Section  lands  were  as  follows, 

to-wit : 

1908-09   $82,508.60 

1910-11    11,547  02 

The  commission  of  20  per  cent  on  this  amount  was  $18,- 
811.11,  which  was  distributed  equally  to  the  attomeqs.  the 

d.qnities  and  th.^  Agent,  one-third  going  to  each.  After  paying 
commissions  the  counties  received  $75,244.51  net. 

The  office  of  the  Revenue  Agent  is  in  good  shape,  the 
books  and  records  are  well  kept  and  it  appears  that  the  Agent 
has  been  diligent  and  faithful  in  performing  his  duties,  an! 
while  he  has  been  well  paid  in  commissions  he  has  also  put 
into  the  State  treasury  and  into  the  treasury  of  many  counties 
large  sums  of  tax  money,  which  but  for  this  office  would  never 
have  been  recovered.  Not  only  has  he  recovered  large  sums 
of  money,  but  the  fact  that  he  is  ever  watchful  of  his  duties 
is  a  deterrent  to  the  would-be  tax-dodger.  The  office  is  one 
of  great  importance  to  the  people  of  the  State.  The  account- 
ing is  filed  for  record. 


STATE  TBE  ASUBEE. 

JadBKHi^  MSssissippi. 

The  State  Treasurer's  office  was  checked  through  the 
Auditor's  office  and  was  also  examined  by  the  Committee  and 

found  to  be  all  right.  The  books  are  well  kept  and  in  balance. 
Hon.  P.  S.  Stovall,  the  Treasurer,  is  making  a  good  officer. 


Thia  concludes  our  work  so  far  as  accounting  is  concerned, 
but  we  have  yet  a  little  unfinishc^d  business  for  the  Committee 
and  it  will  be  necessary  to  submit  a  supplemental  report  later 
on.  While  the  work  we  have  been  called  upon  to  perform  has 
been  onerous  and  heavy,  yet  it  has  not  been  without  its  pleas- 
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ant.  features.  Members  of  the  legislature  have  given  us  splen- 
did co-operation  and  the  people  of  the  State  have  given  ns 
hearty  sympathy.  Everywhere  we  have  gone  we  have  been 
treated  with  the  highest  respect  and  greatest  courtesy  and  the 
people  have  freely  expressed  cordial  approval  of  X)ur  work. 

We  feel  that  the  work  has  accomplished  much  good  for 
the  State,  even  far  more  than  is  observed  on  the  surface  and 

much  good  is  yet  to  come  from  it.  Having  observed  closely 
and  carefully  studied  our  public  affairs  as  we  have  gone  along 
we  are  fully  convinced  that  it  would  be  to  the  best  interest  of 
the  State  to  have  all  our  State  and  State  District  offices  and 
all  our  institutions  checked  up  at  least  once  a  year.  Having 
brought  the  work  practically  to  date,  the  cost  of  checking  all 
offices  and  departments  once  a  year  will  not  be  so  great  in 
the  future  and  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  best  way  to  handle 
thisi  matter  is  to  provide  for  a  standing  legislative  committee, 
and  allow  that  committee  to  employ  the  accountants  and  direct 
the  work.  It  would  not  be  nec^masy  in  the  future  for  the 
committee  to  devote  very  much  active  time  to  the  work,  but 
monthly  or  semi-monthly  meetings  could  be  held  and  the  work 
carried  on,  and  wh^  necessary  to  make  an  investigation,  other 
than  the  accounting,  it  should  be  easily  done. 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  after  a  careful  investigation  of 

all  the  departments  and  institutions  of  the  State  government 
we  are  convinced  that  our  affairs,  in  the  main  are  in  safe 
hands,  and  that  our  officials  are  performing  tiieir  duties  with 
honesty  of  purpose  and  patriotic  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  Mis- 
sissippi. * 


4 


FINANCIAL  STATfiACBNT. 

The  financial  statement  is  not  quite  eompk'te  for  the  rea- 
son that  we  have  not  yet  had  a  full  settlement  with  the  ac- 
countants and  have  yet  some  1)1118  to. pay.     Up  to  the  time 

of  writing  this  report  we  have  paid  out  the  following  amounts : 

AecoimtaiEbi. 


R.  G.  Cranch  &  Co  $4,809.05 

Chas.  E.  Wermuth  &  Co   4,308.55 

Lewis  E.  Crook    4,742.37 

W.  W  Cole  ,.  393.14 

L.  L.  Blount  ;   601.12 

Stenographers. 

J.  W.  Bloomfiold   310.19 

B.  D.  Gunning   100.90 

R  S.  Streit   973.32 

Miscellaneous. 

Miseellaneous  expenses    120.40 

Memben  of  Committee. 

A.  C  Anderson    1,456.61 

S.  Joe  Owen   1,164.35 

W.  A.  Ellis    1,051.01 

W.  L.  Evans   !   1,151.56 

D.  C.  Bramlette   968.30 


The  amounts  paid  to  merab' rs  of  th:'  committee  was  for 
per  diem  and  expenses  for  each  member  except  that  general 
expenses  of  the  committee,  inoludinor  room  at  Noble  Hotel  for 
headquarters,  and  such  expenses  as  had  to  be  met  incidentally, 
were  paid  through  the  Chairman,  A.  C.  Anderson, .  which 
amounted  to  nearly  $300.00.     Itemized  statement  is  attached 
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to  every  check  and  it  is  clearly  shown  for  what  purpose  every 
dollar  was  spent.  A  more*  detailed  statement  of  expenditures 
will  be  filed  with  our  final  report,  which  will  be  made  in  a 
supplemental  report  as  soon  as  our  work  is  fully  completed. 

A.  C.  ANDERSON,  C^iairp^q. 
S.  JOE  OWEN,,  Vice-Chairraan. 
D.  C.  BRAIVILETTE,  Secretary. 
W.  A.  ELLIS. 
W.  L.  EVAm 
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